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Corps of Engineers’ employees recognized for service  
 
 
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. -- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineering and Support Center, 
Huntsville, recognized seven employees and one team for their service during its annual Engineer 
Day celebration June 8. The annual event commemorates the birthday of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers which turns 232 years old June 16.  
 
Anne M. Williams was selected as Administrative Support Employee of the Year for her work as the 
administrative officer to the Engineering Directorate in general and the Civil Structures Division in 
particular. 
 
Kim Gillespie was awarded the Commander’s Leadership Award for her superior leadership as the 
Chief of the Public Affairs Office. 

 
Donna Ragucci, Acquisition Support Division, was named the Contracting Professional of the Year 
for her work with the Utility Monitoring and Control Systems Program which consists of 359 active 
projects.  
  
Ken Arrington, Installation Support and Programs Directorate, accepted the Employee of the Year 
Award for his work as the project manager for the Utility Monitoring and Control System program.  
 
Sandy Wood, Engineering Directorate, was named the Innovator of the Year for leading the 
Huntsville Center’s first Building Information (BIM) team for a child development center standard 
design.  
 
Jeffrey Hardin garnered the Engineer of the Year Award for providing exceptional professional 
engineering support for the largest medical facilities program in the 29-year history of the Medical 
Facilities Center of Expertise and Standardization.  
 
Debra Valine, Public Affairs Office, was named Volunteer of the Year for her accomplishments in 
the community as a member of the Girl Scouts of North Alabama Board of Directors and at 
Huntsville Center where she served as the loaned executive for Combined Federal Campaign.  
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 The Utility Monitoring and Control Systems Program Product Delivery Team was awarded 
the Teamwork Award based on its efforts to increase its workload, which resulted in adding more 
than $70 million worth of work and tripling project actions.  Members of the team include Laura 
Mabee, Bill Borders, Ken Arrington, Joan Theusch, Chuck Holland, Will White, Chris Newman, 
Mitch Duke, Candido Damian, Elaine Wales, Donnie Lambert, Kathy Sparks, Jonathan Stephens, 
James Steele, Suzanne Wear, Lisa Parker, Donna Ragucci, Chuck Williams, and Linda Merschman. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, supports 
very specialized missions that require unique technical expertise in programs that are generally 
national or very broad in scope. The Center supports tasks that require a centralized management 
structure, integrated facilities or systems that cross geographic division boundaries; and tasks that 
require commonality, standardization, multiple-site adaptation or technology transfers. 

Norman Blake Baughman, was named to the Huntsville Center’s Gallery of Distinguished 
Civilian Employees, becoming one of only nineteen employees to be honored by this distinction since 
1987. Before retiring in 1993, Baughman was Chief Counsel.  The Gallery of Distinguished Civilian 
Employees identifies, recognizes and honors civilian employees for their service. They have made 
significant contributions to the Center and served as role models and mentors. 
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