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SECTION 02285 

 
SOIL TREATMENT FOR SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE CONTROL 

 
1 GENERAL 
 
1.1 SUMMARY (NOT APPLICABLE) 
 
1.2 REFERENCES (NOT APPLICABLE) 
 
1.3 SUBMITTALS 
 
Government approval is required for submittals with a "GA" designation; 
submittals having an "FIO" designation are for information only.  The 
following shall be submitted in accordance with Section 01300 SUBMITTAL 
DESCRIPTIONS: 

 
SD-01 Data 

 
Qualifications; [_____]. 

 
Qualifications of the pesticide applicator. 

 
SD-06 Instructions 

 
Pesticides; [_____]. 

 
Manufacturer's label and Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for pesticides 
proposed for use. 

 
SD-14 Samples  

Pesticides; [_____]. 
 
Samples of the pesticides used in this work, upon request. 

 
1.4 QUALIFICATIONS OF PESTICIDE APPLICATORS 
 
The pesticide applicator's principal business shall be pest control and the 
pesticide applicator shall be State certified in the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) pesticide applicator category which includes 
structural pest control, and certified in the State. 

 
1.5 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 
 
Pesticides shall be delivered to the project site in sealed and labeled 
containers in good condition as supplied by the manufacturer or formulator.   
Pesticides shall be stored, handled, and used in accordance with 
manufacturer's labels.  Labels shall bear evidence of registration under the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), as amended. 
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1.6 SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Contractor shall formulate, treat, and dispose of termiticides and their 
containers in accordance with label directions.  Water for formulating shall 
only come from sites designated by the Contracting Officer, and filling hose 
shall be fitted with a backflow preventer meeting local plumbing codes or 
standards.  Overflow shall be prevented during the filling operation.  
Pesticides and related materials shall be kept under lock and key when 
unattended.  Proper protective clothing and equipment shall be worn and used 
during all phases of termiticide application. 

 
1.7 WARRANTY 
 
The Contractor shall provide a [3] [5] [_____]-year written warranty against 
infestations or reinfestations by subterranean termites of the buildings or 
building additions constructed under this contract.  Warranty shall include 
annual inspections of the building[s] or building addition[s].  If live 
subterranean termite infestation or subterranean termite damage is 
discovered during the warranty period, and the soil and building conditions 
have not been altered in the interim, the Contractor shall: 

 
a.  Re-treat the soil and perform other treatment as may be necessary 

for elimination of subterranean termite infestation; 
 

b.  Repair damage caused by termite infestation; and 
 

c.  Reinspect the building approximately 180 days after the 
retreatment. 

 
2 PRODUCTS 
 
2.1 MATERIALS 
 
Termiticides shall be currently registered by the EPA. 

 
3 EXECUTION 
 
3.1 VERIFICATION OF CONDITIONS 
 
At the time of application, the soil moisture content shall be sufficiently 
low to allow uniform distribution of the treatment solution throughout the 
soil.  Applications shall not be made during or immediately following heavy 
rains or when conditions may cause runoff and create an environmental 
hazard. 

 
3.2 APPLICATION 
 
3.2.1 Treatment of New Structures 
 
The Contractor shall establish complete and unbroken vertical and/or 
horizontal (as necessary) soil poison barriers between the soil and all 
portions of the intended structure which may allow termite access to wood 
and wood related products.  Termiticide shall be applied as a coarse spray 
and provide uniform distribution unto the soil surface.  Treatment shall be 
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applied prior to placement of a vapor barrier or waterproof membrane and at 
least 12 hours prior to concrete placement.  Where treated soil or fill 
material is not to be covered with a vapor barrier or waterproof membrane, 
adequate precautions shall be taken to prevent its disturbance.  Soil or 
fill material disturbed after treatment shall be re-treated as specified 
above before placement of slabs or other covering structures.  Treatment of 
the soil on the exterior sides of foundation walls, grade beams, and similar 
structures shall be coordinated with final grading and planting operations 
so as to avoid disturbance of the treated barriers.   Manufacturer's 
warnings and precautions shall be observed in the handling and use of such 
materials.  Care shall be taken to prevent these chemicals from entering 
water supply systems, potable water supplies, or aquifers; and that they do 
not endanger plants or animals.  The Contracting Officer shall be notified 
at least 48 hours prior to beginning of treatment and formulating, mixing, 
and application shall be performed in the presence of the Contracting 
Officer's representative. 

 
 
3.2.2 Rates and Methods of Application 
 
Rates and methods of application shall be in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions on the pesticide label.  Maximum application or 
dosage rates shall be used.  If the pesticide contains less than the amount 
of active ingredient specified on the label, work shall be repeated with 
pesticides conforming to this specification. 

 
3.3 DISPOSAL 
 
The Contractor shall dispose of residual pesticides and containers off 
Government property in accordance with label instructions and EPA criteria.  

  


