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Family Safety  
Halloween Do’s and Dont’s 

 

To help keep your children safe this Halloween, follow these simple steps 
provided by the Home Safety Council: 

 
Be sure all children under the age of 12 trick or treat with   
an adult. Walking on dark streets can be dangerous.    
 
Only permit trick-or-treating at the homes of friends and 
neighbors that you know well. 
 
If you buy a costume, read the box or label. Look for the 
words “flame retardant” or “flame resistant”. These 
costumes are more fire safe. 
 
Make sure the costume is the right size so your child won’t 
trip on it. Light-colored or reflective costumes make 
children more visible. 
 
Give your child a flashlight or light stick to carry. 
 
Make sure your child can see well. Only use masks with 
large holes for the eyes, or use face paint instead of a 
mask. 
 
Be sure that costume accessories, such as knives and 
swords, are made of a soft material that bends easily. 
 
Never carry candles or other open flames as part of a 
costume. 
 
Keep shoelaces tied. Be careful of pumpkins and things 
on porches that can trip your child. 
 

                                       
 
 

 
Make sure all children in the group carry an ID card with 
their name, address and emergency phone numbers 
(including area codes) in case they get lost. 
 
Remind children to walk, not run, especially after dark. 
 
Carefully look thru your children’s candy before you let 
them eat it. 
 
Throw away any open treats and those not in their original 
wrapping. Discard homemade goodies from unknown 
sources. 
 
If you think your child has eaten something that made 
him/her sick, call 911 or the Poison Control Hotline at 1-
800-222-1222. 
 
Tell children to sit down when they eat and to take small 
bites. 
 
Young children should never help carve a pumpkin. 
Instead, decorate pumpkins with markers, paint or 
stickers. 
 
For More information, visit www.homesafetycouncil.org. 
 
The Safety Office also has an Adobe file you can 
download and take home to show your children at: 
http://www.hnd.usace.army.mil/safety/organization/system
s-
eng/Safety/Safety%20Info/Halloween%20Safety%20Mess
age.pdf 
 

                                                                   

Halloween is to a night of fun and laughter and memorable for the entire family. Let’s make this Halloween one to remember 
by focusing on safety. That is one of the best treats you can give them.  
 
Children should also be aware they must be especially careful when crossing the streets, looking both ways for traffic. It is a 
good idea to trick-or-treat in groups, which helps make the children more visible to motorists. Flashlights are not a bad idea 
either. Remember, if you or your children see a house that doesn’t have decorations, or lights on, chances are the owners 
don’t have the Halloween spirit, so it would be a good idea to stay away from that house. 
 

Make sure you instruct your children to not talk to, or get into cars with 
strangers!!!!!  
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