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Lodging facility at Keesler AFB last of three buildings being demolished 
 
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. – Muse Manor at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., is one of three buildings being 
demolished under an Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity task order issued to Bhate Environmental by the U.S. 
Army Engineering and Support Center in Huntsville, Ala. 
 The task order, valued at $1,956,563, also included the demolition of building 5024, a 44,000 square foot 
dormitory, and building 1917, a 6,331 square foot mobility center. 
 The contractor was able to save nearly 50 percent off the cost of traditional demolition. This project cost 
$8.50 per square foot versus the $15 or more generally associated with this type of work, said David Hill, a project 
manager with Huntsville Center’s Facilities Reduction Program.   
 The contractor also anticipates a recycle or reuse rate of 91 percent of the waste stream, according to Tom 
Peck, Bhate’s project manager.  Wood, brick, concrete and metal will be either reused or recycled. 
 The project kicked off June 8 and is expected to be complete by Aug. 31.  After that date, these sites will be 
green, established Bermuda grass fields. 
 On July 12, Brig. Gen. Ian Dickinson, 81st Training Wing commander, used an excavator to officially start 
demolition. 
 The building’s age, deteriorating infrastructure, leaky windows, mold, mildew and problems with the heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning combined to make demolition the best course, said Lt. Col. Rich Cole, 81st Force 
Support Squadron commander. 
 “We’ve been working with Air Staff, 2nd Air Force and the Air Force Services Agency to determine the best 
course to follow,” Cole said. “Muse Manor had many problems that would be extremely costly to remedy. We’ve only 
been able to use 40 or 50 of its 427 rooms for several months.”  
 Air Force officials estimate that it would cost about $48 million to build a comparable facility, which isn’t in the 
works for the foreseeable future. 
This project is just one of many Huntsville Center facility reduction projects ongoing at six Air Force installations. 
 “As we reduce the number of facilities that have passed their useful life, we are freeing up real estate that can 
be used for future projects for the base,” Hill said. 
 “Muse Manor is significant because of the size,” Hill said.  “Bhate is doing a great job.  Two of the three 
buildings that make up this task order were down by the time they started taking down Muse Manor.” 
 This is the FRP’s second project at Keesler.  The first project included removal of a dormitory, warehouse 
and the officers’ club, which had been ruined by Hurricane Katrina, Hill said.   
 The Huntsville Center’s FRP centrally manages facility demolition programs on behalf of the Army’s 
Installation Management Command.  Since 2004, the program has grown to include the NASA, the Defense 
Logistics Agency, the U.S. Army Reserve and the U.S. Air Force. 
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