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Electronic library offers professional resources to USACE employees 
 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala.— An electronic library for professional research materials saved the Corps of 
Engineers $339,000 in fiscal year 2008 while making access much easier.   
 
 The good news for U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, employees is that 
this electronic library is available to them online at https://hnc-ws-
intra.hnd.usace.army.mil/ElectLib.htm.  

 
The USACE library program and the USACE electronic library gathered more than 3,600 

online journals and reference materials to bring to the desktops of Corps employees, giving them 
access to knowledge resources that create a standardization and consistency within the Corps.   
 

The Huntsville Center not having a librarian led to an agreement with Nashville District 
officials to use their librarian services, which may not always be the most convenient way to dig up 
much-needed information on certain topics.   
 

Todd DuVernay, chief of Specifications and Services Branch, was contacted by Robert 
Romic, librarian for the Corps’ Rock Island District, asking if the Huntsville Center would be 
interested in being set up with this electronic library.   
 

 “Robert sent me a listing of the library,” DuVernay said.  “The electronic library benefits 
environmental, civil and geotechs, but with all the information available it will benefit the technical 
researcher, helping one to become familiar with the different products.  The Web and search engines 
are nice for general information, but research articles will provide many more robust links in 
someone’s area of study. 
 

“Most all of the districts and divisions pay into this.  As of the present time, Buffalo and 
Louisville districts are the only ones who say they are not using the database,” DuVernay said.  
“There are some districts reviewing it.  The biggest issue is no one knows about it, and we have many 
people who would use it extensively.  For them it would be invaluable.”  
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According to DuVernay, not everyone gets down in the technical weeds, but even if research 
is needed for more uncommon topics, these journal articles can provide full text, graphs and 
photographs required for research of timely and in-depth information in science, engineering and 
other professions required for scientific study.   
 

A huge benefit of having access to the electronic library is the cost to use it.  The material 
contained in the USACE Electronic Library, if purchased alone by a district, would total more than 
$250,000.  The $12,000 investment, for a participating district with 1,000 employees, will cost less 
than six cents a day per employee, while providing required resources to Corps locations with 
minimum or no library services.   
 

“The USACE Electronic Library has grown from five districts in 2006 to 35 districts this 
year,” Romic said.  “This year, 35 districts are contributing $12,000 each for desktop access to all 
2,600 full text journals and 1,000 reference manuals.”  

 
To determine how often the library database is accessed, and to see which articles are used 

most frequently, journals and documents are monitored by a vendor that provides usage statistics 
when a document or journal is downloaded, saved or viewed.  

 
“By looking at the documents that have been saved or viewed, we have been able to 

determine that usage for the first six months of fiscal year 2008 has surpassed all of fiscal year 2007,” 
Romic said.  “USACE employees downloaded almost $699,000 worth of material, repaying the 
initial investment of $330,000 and creating a savings of $339,000.” 

 
While the library offers a vast array of information, new documents are being added all the 

time.  If there is specific information or journals you are looking for that are not included in the 
database, please contact Todd DuVernay or Robert Romic. 
 

“The whole purpose of this is to gain benefit for the Corps’ technical mission,” DuVernay 
said.  
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