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Two million pounds of scrap metal removed from Fort Campbell training
ranges

By Debra Valine
U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville

With much of the 101st Airborne Division deployed to Iraq, Fort Campbell, Ky., Range Division took advantage
of the relative lull to repair and replace target systems on the firing ranges.

Last September, Mike Mazuk with Fort Campbell’s Range Division called Plyler McManus with Huntsville
Center’s Ordnance and Explosives Design Center with the challenge of removing ordnance and old armored
vehicles from eight selected training ranges.

Work started in late December. By the end of March, more than two million pounds of scrap metal had been
removed from the ranges.

“We cleaned up old targets and munitions residue out of the impact areas and cleaned ranges so that 1) we could
get the metal out of the impact area and 2) put in new targets so that the Soldiers have something better to shoot
at,” Mazuk said.

The ranges varied in size from a few dozen acres to several thousand acres, Mazuk said. The primary ranges are
oriented in such a way that they share a common downrange central impact area into which larger weapons such as
artillery are fired. The larger ranges are configured where air and ground units can practice coordinated operations.

Having been shot at for years, or in some cases decades, some of the targets were unrecognizable. Concentrations
of munitions debris and unexploded ordnance that had built up around the targets had to be removed before the
targets could be scrapped.

“Seeing the variety of target vehicles during an October site visit was like touring a museum of Army vehicles,”
said Huntsville’s project manager William Noel. “Many were recognizable, such as the M-60 tank, the M-113A
armored personnel carrier and the ‘Gamma Goat’ supply hauler. Some were not so recognizable.

One vehicle was so shot-up that only the corners where armor panels were welded together still stood above the
frame, so there was no way to score a ‘hit’ on it, Noel said. “Then there was the armored vehicle on Range 51 that
looked like a massively overgrown armored personnel carrier with what appeared to be a recoilless rifle barrel atop

Public Affairs: 256-895-1691
Fax: 256-895-1689

Huntsville Center: “Put Huntsville on Your Team!"
Visit our website at www.hnd.usace.army.mil



the front. No one could identify it. Two OE safety specialists suggested it might be an old Marine Corps vehicle.
So I e-mailed a photo of it to the Marine Corps Museum at Quantico, Va., asking if they could identify it. A couple
hours later we got the answer. It was an LVTP-5, an amphibious landing craft that had a crew of three and could
carry up to 34 Marines. That’s how big it was.”

Ordnance technicians cleared munitions off the surface of the ground to clear a lane to and around each target
vehicle so it could be cut apart and removed. The ground under where it stood was then surface cleared so Range
Control had a clear location at which to place a new target.

Once the area was cleared, the scrapping subcontractor, Tyne Earth and Demo out of New York, used a cutting
torch fueled by a mixture of propane and pure oxygen to cut the targets into pieces. It took only two or three
hours to turn the 45-ton remains of an M-60 tank into large pieces of scrap metal, Noel said. Trackhoes fitted with
clamps on their booms then lifted the pieces and dropped them into the bed of an oversized dump truck for the
trip to the scrap yard.

“When we move the scrap, we work with scrap yards,” said John Bobich, the project manager with EOD
Technology Inc. out of Lenoir City, Tenn. EODT is Huntsville’s contract partner on the project. “We try to get
the best price. It can go from $100 - $200 per gross ton. The money goes back into our munitions response
program. We buy equipment for future projects. One piece of equipment we are looking at will identify exactly
what compounds we have found. It’s a good way for us to check ourselves.”

Adapting to the training requirements of various military units has required that EODT work for limited periods
on certain ranges before moving to another range for a few days, then returning to finish their work on the first
range. This flexibility and the quality of the work being performed have made the managers at Range Control very

happy.

“We were able to synchronize the efforts of the contractor with training so that I did not have any training
impacted the work of the contractor, and I did not have the contractor impacted by the training,” Mazuk said.
“The work was done with no impact to the training schedule. It was a win-win situation all the way around.
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that it doesn’t look like piles of junk out there. There is a lot more to do yet, so this won’t be the end of it,” Mazuk
said.
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