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Couple experience Irag deployment together

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — Terry Steuart and his wife Carol Steuart, both employees of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Huntsville Engineering and Support Center, traveled to a dangerous part of the
world to support the troops and witness history in the making.

Carol Steuart, project engineer in Huntsville Center’s Electronic Security Systems section, and Terry
Steuart, project manager in Huntsville Center’s Ordnance and Explosives Directorate, left Huntsville,
Ala., five months ago to embark on a yearlong journey in Irag.

Even though they both work at Victory Army Base in Baghdad, Iraq, they are in separate offices with
different missions.

“l am the resident engineer at the Victory Area Office, South,” Terry said. “I manage a variety of
construction projects, such as schools, water networks and sewage networks, in the Baghdad
vicinity.”

“l work on the opposite side of the base as a construction representative for the Victory North
Resident Office,” Carol said. “l do quality assurance for construction of several projects inside the
base, such as canal pumping stations, canal cleanup and sewage pump stations.”

Terry said he enjoys completing projects that directly affect the living conditions of the Soldiers and
the Iragi people, but there are certain aspects he doesn’t enjoy.

“My least favorite aspect of the job is having a project blown up by insurgents during the final stages
of completion. Since I have been here, we have had two projects in the final stages of completion get
blown up by insurgents,” Terry said. “It is very dangerous to go outside the base to look at my
projects.”
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Carol, on the other hand, works on projects at the base and doesn’t have the worries of going into hot
zones.

“| can visit my sites daily, and | have a closer relationship with some of the Iragi contractors,” she
said.

After a long and hard day of work, the couple reunites and unwinds in their own living quarters.
They both said the living conditions aren’t bad.

“We lived in one room for about four months. Then, they finally got us moved in to joint rooms. We
have been able to move about a little better by sleeping in one room and using the other room to sit
and watch TV,” Carol said.

“When you compare our living conditions to the Iraqgis, we have it pretty good,” Terry said.

Despite the daily challenges, Terry said the experience is very rewarding, and he is impressed with
the resiliency and dedication of the Iragi workers.

“Iraqgis keep on plowing through the terror, deaths of family members, kidnappings, loss of property
and all the things our forefathers went through to gain our independence. Sometimes we don’t realize
it because the media reports so much of the negativity of this war, but there are some good people
here in Iraq that risk their lives daily in the attempt to acquire the same freedom that we take for
granted. Our prayers are that they will stay the course. Their fear is that we will abandon them before
they acquire this freedom,” he said.

Even with the danger at the project sites and threat of insurgents, Terry said the Corps is making
progress in helping rebuild Iraq.

“The Corps is completing many projects in Irag. | have just closed out 14 contracts that include four
sewer projects, three water projects, three council buildings and four schools. We are making great
strides getting schools ready for the students,” he said. “Once we get the infrastructure up and
running, | believe the people will settle down and start making a life.”
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