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The former Victorville PBR #5 consi sted of

691. 96 acres located 10 mles north of Lucerne Valley, San

Ber nardi no County, California,

S.BB &M The vast majority of the site is conprised of

centered

on section 4 of T6N, R1W



undevel oped desert land. The SI teamdid find a nobile hone 175
yards north to northeast of the outer bonb target circle which
was evidently occupied as there were nunerous dogs present. The
majority of the site is under the control of the U S. Departnent
of the Interior, Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM wth the
exception of forty-six 2% acre parcels of |and, which are
privately owned.

Topography of the site is nearly level with an average
el evation of 3,200 feet. It lies within the Mjave R ver Area
where el evation ranges from 2,800 feet to 3,300 feet. The
natural vegetation is mainly desert shrubs, grasses, and forbs.
Depth to groundwater is 150 feet. The ASR does not address the
presence of any surface water or surface drainage patterns at the
site although the Myjave River is nentioned.

The region has an arid desert climte characterized by | ong
hot summers, warmwinters, little rainfall, sunshine, and | ow

humdity. In winter, the average daily tenperature is 45° F. The

average summer tenperature is 77° F. Total annual precipitation
is five inches at Victorville.

4. SITE H STORY: In May 1943, the War Departnent acquired

691. 96 acres, designated as Victorville Precision Bonbi ng Range
(PBR) #5, by transfer fromthe U S. Departnent of Interior

t hrough Public Land Order (PLO 125. The site was used as a
practice bonbing area by the Arny Air Forces based at the forner
Victorville Ar Field.

PBR #5 was one of 23 PBRs and 2 denolition bonbing targets
used by Victorville Army Air Field (AAF) for bonbardi er cadet
training during WNWI. The mlitary inprovenents on the site
consisted of frame butts and appurtenances, fences and gates, and
a bonbing target located in the center of the site as depicted on
ASR maps. The target was conposed of asphalt strips five feet
w de configured as three concentric circles with radii of 100,

200, and 300 feet. In addition, there were two strips of asphalt
whi ch transected the concentric circles at right angles to each
other. The only DOD inprovenents still on the site are the

weat hered remai ns of three concentric target rings of the asphalt
bonmbi ng target. Practice bonbs, M38A2, were utilized at the
site.

I n Novenber 1948, PBR No. 5 was informally returned to the
U S. Departnent of Interior by a Letter of Transfer. The Letter
of Transfer declared the bonbing target to have been dedudded and
certified to be free and clear of explosives or explosive objects
reasonably possible to detect by visual inspection. Al
renovabl e i nprovenents such as fencing and gates was renoved.
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The transfer

becane offi ci al

in March 1954 by PLO 948. Now,

forty-six 2 Y2acre parcels are owned by private | andowners while
the remai nder of the acreage remains under BLM control

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON
AREA A
Si ze, Acres: 200
Fornmer Use: Target Area

Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA B

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Undevel oped Desert Land/ Resi denti al
Undevel oped Desert Land/ Resi denti al
Confi rmed

100 I b practice bonbs, M38A2

200

Buf f er Zone

Undevel oped Desert Land
Undevel oped Desert Land

Pot enti al

100 I b practice bonbs, M38A2

291. 96

Remai ni ng Land

Undevel oped Desert Land
Undevel oped Desert Land
None

Not Applicabl e

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Victorville Precision Bonmbi ng Range (PBR) #5 was conpl eted by the
U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, in May 1998.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 3; EE/ CA
AREA B: RAC 4; EE/ CA
AREA C. RAC 5; NCFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Technical

Advi sory Group net and di scussed this ASR on 29 July 1998 and
concurred with USAESCH Safety Coments and the ASR that the
appropriate overall site strategy is EEfCA, RAC 3 with RAC 3,
EE/CA for Area A, RAC 4, EE/CA for Area B, and RAC 5, NOFA for
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Area C. No energetic CE was discovered by the SI team Debri s
from M38A2 100 | b practice bonbs only was found by the SI teamin
Area A the Target, within one-quarter of a mle fromtarget
center. Area B has a potential for CE since it is the area which
surrounds Area A. NOFA is the strategy for Area C, which is at
the perineter of the site furthest away fromthe target center.

No incidents involving CE have been reported to |ocal authorities
concerning this site. There is a record of clearance for this
site which states that it was cleared of all dangerous and/or
expl osive materials and no additional dedudding was required to
it render safe for public use. The ASR stated that a strategy of
NCFA for the entire site was a consideration.

HNC Safety Comrents: Concurs with the RAC scores for each of the
different areas (3 for Area A, 4 for Area B and 5 for Area C) and
an overall RAC score of 3. Because of the renoteness of the site
and its present use, he states that NOFA would normally be

consi dered. However, because of the presence of the small

trailer hone on the site, he recommends conti nuance of the EE/ CA
process with RAC 3 for the site.

Clearances: A report in the ASR at F-16 by the 9200'" TSU-CE

Det achnent #15, Bonb and Shell Disposal Team dated 17 June 1948
states: “All lands within the practice bonbing ranges (Satellite
to Victorville Arny Airfield, California) in the Lucerne Valley,
desi gnated targets #2, #4, #5, and #18 have been given a careful
vi sual inspection and have been cl eared of all dangerous and/or
expl osive materials. To the best of ny know edge and bel i ef
these areas will not require additional dedudding to render safe
for public use.”

CWM The ASR does not address presence of CWM at the site.
Q her Projects: None

Nat ural Resources: The threatened desert tortoise occurs in the
vicinity of the site. An on-site inspection by appropriate State
and Federal personnel nmay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: No historical/cultural resources are
recorded for this site. Any intrusive neasures taken at the site
will require oversight by the State Historical Preservation

O fice and/or other Iike organizations.



9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



