RESTORATI ON | NFORMATI ON MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
APRI L 1998
HNC REVI SION: 13 JULY 1998
TAG REVI EW DATE: 29 JULY 1998

1. SITE NAME: Victorville Precision Bonmbi ng Range #19
SI TE NUMBER J09CA068500
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Joshua Tree
County: San Bernardi no

St at e: California

PROJECT NUMBER: J09CA068500

CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 4
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC: 3

2. POC S:
GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI CT: GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nane: Debbi e Castens Nane: Ant hony L. Mei
Ofice: CESPL-PM Ofice: CESPD PM R
Phone: 213-452-3990 Phone: 415-977-8247
HEADQUARTERS: ASR/ | NPR TEAM LEADER:
Nane: Mohi nder K. Sai ni Nane: Ri chard L. Pike
Ofice: CEMP-RF O fice: CEHNG OE-DC
Phone: 202-761-1594 Phone: 256-895-1559
ASR SUPPORT DI STRI CT: ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVEER:
Nare: Chri st opher Chur ney Nare: Thomas M Meekna
O fice: CEMWR-ED DO Ofice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 309-782-1491 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SITE DESCRI PTION: The fornmer Victorville PBR #19 consi st ed
of 640 acres located 7 mles north of Joshua Tree, San Bernardi no
County, California in the western half of section 26 and the
eastern half of section 27 of T2N, RGE, SSB.B & M The land is
renote, conpletely undevel oped desert visited by off-road



vehicles. The eastern half (320 acres) of the site is owned by
the Bureau of Land Managenent and several private owners (320
acres) own the western half. A small nunber of residences have
been built north of the site.

The site is generally flat and gently slopes dowward in a
northeasterly direction. It is covered with light brush, and
grass. Elevation ranges from 3, 150 feet above sea level in the
sout hwestern corner of the site to 3,000 feet at the northeastern
corner, resulting in a grade of 2% Muntains exist immediately
to the west and southwest. There are no pernmanent surface water
features wthin site boundaries. Depth to groundwater in the
area is 150 to 250 feet.

The region has an arid desert climte characterized by | ong
hot summers, warmwinters, little rainfall, sunshine, and | ow

humdity. In winter, the average daily tenperature is 43.7° F
and the average daily mninmnumis 29.3° F. The correspondi ng
tenperatures for summer are 79.6° F with a average daily maxi mum

of 97.8° F. Tenperature extrenmes have been 11° F 109° F. Total
annual precipitation is 4.49 inches.

4. SITE H STORY: The War Departnment acquired 640 acres for use
as a practice bonb target (Victorville PBR #19) wth the onset of
VWV | . In May 1943, 320 acres were transferred fromthe U S.
Department of the Interior to the War Departnent through Public
Land Order 125. Another 320 acres was obtained by fee

acqui sition from Sout hern Pacific Land Conpany.

PBR #19 was one of 23 PBRs and 2 denolition bonbing targets
Victorville Army Air Field (AAF) acquired for bonbardi er cadet
training during WA I. PBR #19 was used to support this training
until Septenber 1945. The mlitary inprovenents on the site
consisted of frame butts and appurtenances, fences and gates, and
a bonbing target located in the center of the site. The target
was conposed of asphalt strips five feet wide configured as three
concentric circles with radii of 100, 200, and 300 feet. 1In
addition, there were two strips of asphalt which transected the
concentric circles at right angles to each other. The only DOD
i nprovenents still on the site are the weathered remains of the
asphalt bonbing target and white stones where the target center
was | ocated. Ordnance utilized at the site included M38A2, M15
and MB5 100 pound practice bonbs, as well as M47A2 chem cal bonbs
(metal parts) configured as practice bonbs.

On 10 May 1948, accountability for the site was assuned by
the War Assets Admi nistration. The site was decl ared dedudded
and certified to be free and cl ear of explosives or expl osives
obj ects reasonably possible to detect during a cl earance
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conduct ed between 20 Cctober 1947 and 24 January 1948. On 12 My
1949, jurisdiction over 320 acres (the western half of section
26) was transferred to the U S. Departnent of the Interior

t hrough PLO 581. The eastern half of section 27, 320 acres, was
transferred fromthe United States of Anerica to Norman M and
Cora E. Inbertson by quitclaimdeed dated 7 July 1949.

5. PROQJECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A
Si ze, Acres: 160
For mer Use: Bonb Target | npact
Present Use: Not used
Probabl e End Use: Not used
Ordnance Presence: Confirned
Type: 100 I b practice bonbs
AREA B
Si ze, Acres: 200
Former Use: Buf f er Zone
Present Use: Not used
Probabl e End Use: Not used
Ordnance Presence: Pot ent i al
Type: 100 I b practice bonbs
AREA C
Si ze, Acres: 280
For mer Use: Remai ni ng Land
Present Use: Not used
Probabl e End Use: Not used
Ordnance Presence: None
Type: Not Applicable

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Victorville Precision Bonbi ng Range (PBR) #19 was conpl eted by
the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, in Apri
1998.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 3; EE/ CA
AREA B: RAC 3; EE/ CA
AREA C. RAC 5:; NCFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal
Advi sory Group net and di scussed this ASR on 29 July 1998 and
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concurred with USAESCH Safety Comments and the ASR that the
appropriate site strategy is EEfFCA, RAC 3 for Areas A and B, and
NOFA, RAC 5 for Area C. No energetic CE was discovered by the Sl
team Practice bonb debris was only found by the SI teamin Area
A, Bonb Target Inpact, where the bonb target was | ocated, and

whi ch includes | and extending Yaof a mle fromthe bonb target in
the four primary directions. No practice bonb debris was found
in Area B, Buffer Zone, which extends an 1/8 of a ml|e beyond
Area A. Area C, Remaining Land, is the remaining | and outside of
Areas A and B. Site was surface and subsurface cl eared of
energetic OE prior to site closure. All scrap and non-hazardous
material was left in place. No incidents involving CE have been
reported to local authorities. A local resident is currently
clearing the surface of all practice bonb debris to sell for
scrap. The ASR stated that NOFA shoul d be considered for the
entire site.

HNC Safety Comrents: Concurs with the RAC scores for each of the
different areas and an overall RAC score of 3. He notes that the
hi gh score is due to probability and not severity. Also, the S
team war ned a | andowner of the hazards associated with the
practice bonbs, but he insists on collecting the bonbs to sell as
scrap.

Cl earances: The Deduddi ng Report at F-15 of the ASR indicates
that a thorough cl earance of the site was conducted. The report
states in detail how el even bonbing ranges, including PBR # 19,
wer e dedudded by six | aborers and the 9800'" TSU- CE Det achnent
#14, Bonb and Shell D sposal Team during the period 20 Cctober
1947 through 24 January 1948 with the expenditure of 7176 hours
of labor. The area to be searched was surveyed and narked; a
Proj ect Engi neer and Detachnent Sergeant controlled the search
crew, a total of 840 tons of scrap were noted on the ranges;

i mredi ate target areas were nore heavily inpacted and a | arge
percent age of the bonbs were buried or partially buried
necessitating three passes of the crew and consi derabl e
excavating; bonbs were expl oded or conpletely denolished using a
sufficient charge of Conposition C 3; and after detonations, the
surroundi ng area was checked to insure that there was total
destruction of the OE. The report ended by saying that the | and
is free fromexplosive material for the purpose of grazing,

m ni ng and/ or agricul tural purposes.

CWM The ASR does not address presence of CWM at the site.
Q her Projects: None

Precautions for Wather and Wldlife: Personnel should be aware
of the possible presence of dangerous wildlife such as nountain
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di anondback and si dew nder snakes, desert hairy scorpions and
tarantul as on project lands. Extrenely high tenperatures prevail
nost of the year. Optinmumtinme for strenuous activity woul d be
in the winter.

Nat ural Resources: The threatened desert tortoise occurs in the
vicinity of the site. An on-site inspection by appropriate State
and Federal personnel nay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: Oher than one pending mlitary site, no
historical/cultural resources are recorded for this site. Any
intrusive neasures taken at the site will require oversight by
the State Historical Preservation Ofice and/or other |ike

or gani zat i ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



