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The former Victorville PBR #11 consi st ed

of 640 acres located 42 mles east of Victorville and 32 ml es

sout heast of Barstow, San Bernardi no County, California,
R3E,

in TGN,

the western half of section 36 and the eastern half of



section 35, SSB.B. &M The site is conprised of very renote
undevel oped desert land that is visited by the public using off-
road vehicles for recreation and canping. The ASR states that it
is 25 mles off the beaten trail at the end of a sand road. It
is located 18 mles northeast of State H ghway 247. Accor di ng
to the ASR, the 640 acre site is under the control of the U S
Department of the Interior (DO), Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM. The INPR differs in that it states that 320 acres is
owned by Southern California Edison.

Topography of the site is nearly level and is located in the
Moj ave Desert near Johnson Vall ey between small nountains that
are part of the Fry Mountains. Wile there is 24 feet of relief
at the site, elevations in the area range from 2,000 feet to
4,000 feet. The area is characterized by many gullies and
channel s |l eading fromthe nountain ranges to the playas on the
desert floor. The natural vegetation is mainly desert shrubs,
grasses, and forbs. Depth to groundwater is not known, but it is
known that 235 feet is the depth for other PBR s in the area.
There are no streans, gullies or rills at the site. The Mjave
River is the only watershed in the area.

The region has an arid desert climte characterized by | ong

hot summers, warmwi nters, little rainfall, sunshine, and | ow
humdity. In winter, the average daily tenperature is 45° F and
the average daily mnimumis 30° F . The average sunmer

tenperature is 77° F with an average daily maxi num of 97° F.
Total annual precipitation is five inches at Victorville.

4. SITE H STORY: |In May 1943, the War Departnent acquired 320
acres by transfer fromthe U S. Departnent of Interior through
Public Land Order (PLO 125. |In addition, the War Depart nent
acquired in fee 320 acres fromthe State of California under
Directive No. RE-D 1554, dated 2 Septenber 1942. Subsequently,
Directive No. RE-D 4199A (general) dated 16 June 1942 anended
Directive No. RE-D 1554 in order to acquire a |easehold interest
inlieu of a fee sinple interest. The 640 acre site was
designated as Victorville Precision Bonbing Range (PBR) #11 and
used as a practice bonbing area by the Arny Air Forces based at
the former Victorville Air Field.

PBR #11 was one of 23 PBRs and 2 denolition bonbing targets
used by Victorville Army Air Field (AAF) for bonbardi er cadet
training during WNWI. The mlitary inprovenents on the site
consisted of frame butts and appurtenances, fences and gates, and
a bonbing target located in the center of the site as depicted on
ASR maps. The target was conposed of asphalt strips five feet
w de configured as three concentric circles with radii of 100,
200, and 300 feet. In addition, there were two strips of asphalt
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whi ch transected the concentric circles at right angles to each
other. The only DOD inprovenents still on the site are the

weat hered remai ns of three concentric target rings and the center
of the asphalt bonbing target. Practice 100 |b. bonbs, MS8A2,
and MB5, were utilized at the site. Chem cal bonbs, M47A1 and
MA7A2, configured as practice bonbs filled wwth sand, were al so
used.

On August 13, 1947, the site was declared as surplus to the
War Assets Adm nistration (WAA). Also, on 13 August 1947, the
320 acres of former Public Domain was authorized for retransfer
to DO. On 29 March 1954, Public Land Order No. 948 partially
revoked Public Land Order No. 125 thereby allowing DO to assune
custody of the 320 acres. The remaining 320 acres of |easehold
property was relinquished upon term nation of the | ease effective
18 August 1948. A letter dated 1 Novenber 1948 fromthe
Assi stant Chief of Engineers for Real Estate to the Director,
Bureau of Land Managenent, Departnent of the Interior, requested
cancel lation of Public Land Order 125. This letter declared the
bonmbi ng target to have been dedudded and certified to be free and
cl ear of expl osives or explosive objects reasonably possible to
detect by visual inspection. Al renovable inprovenents such as
fencing and gates were renoved. Wereas the ASR states that the
site is under the jurisdiction of BLM the INPR states that 320
of the 640 acres is owned by Southern California Edison.

5. PROQJIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres: 37

Former Use: Bonb Tar get

Present Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Probabl e End Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Type: 100 I b practice bonbs: M38A2 and MB5.

Chem cal bonbs, MA7A1 and MA7A2,
configured as practice bonbs filled
w th sand.

AREA B

Si ze, Acres: 306

Former Use: Saf ety Zone

Present Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Probabl e End Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Ordnance Presence: Pot enti al
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Type: 100 I b practice bonbs: M38A2 and MB5.
Chem cal bonbs, MA7A1 and MA7A2,
configured as practice bonbs filled

wi th sand.

AREA C

Si ze, Acres: 297

For mer Use: Remai ni ng Land

Present Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Probabl e End Use: Undevel oped Desert Land—dsed by
Public for recreation and canping

Ordnance Presence: None

Type: Not Applicable

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Victorville Precision Bonbi ng Range (PBR) #11 was conpl eted by
the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, in June
1998.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 4; EE/ CA
AREA B: RAC 4; EE/ CA
AREA C. RAC 5; NCFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory G oup (TAG met and discussed this ASR on 27 October
1998 and determ ned an overall site strategy of EE/ CA RAC 4,
with RAC 4, EE/CA for Area A, RAC 4, EE/CA for Area B, and RAC 5
NOFA for Area C. No energetic OE was discovered by the SI team
Debris from M38A2 and MB5 100 | b practice bonbs and MA7A1l and
MA7A2 sand filled chem cal bonbs were only found by the SI team
in Area A the Bonb Target. Area B has a potential for CE since
it is the area which surrounds Area AA. NOFA is the strategy for
Area C, that area at the perineter of the site furthest away from
the target center. No incidents involving CE have been reported
to local authorities concerning this site. There is a record of
cl earance for this site which states that it was cleared of al
dangerous and/or explosive materials and was safe for the purpose
of grazing, mning or other agricultural purposes. The ASR al
states that this particular site was |located in a very renote

| ocation and that it was the cleanest |ooking site of nine PBR s
visited in that vicinity. The TAG considered NOFA for the entire
site as recommended in the ASR, but decided on a strategy of

EE/ CA.

HNC Safety Conments: Disagrees wth the strategy of NOFA, RAC 5
recommended in the ASR, filled out a new RAC Formw th a RAC
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score of 4 for the entire site (Note: The RAC Score of 3 on page
1 needs to be changed to RAC 4 to agree with Table 3 on page 8).
The ASR Support District maintained that RAC 5, NOFA was the
correct strategy, replying that the site is considered an
isolated site visited by the public two to three nonths during
the year. The key to the strategy for this site is defining
“isolated site” as listed in the RAC Format Part |11, E. The ASR
RAC lists this site as an “isolated site” resulting in a RAC of

5; the revised RAC Form selection is “No barrier nor Security
systeni, which results in a RAC of 4. The site certainly does
seemto be an isolated site. However, the ASR does state that
the public visits the site. The TAG erred on the side of safety
with a strategy of RAC 4, EE/ CA

Cl earances: The Dedudding Report at F-5 of the ASR i ndi cates
that a thorough cl earance of the site was conducted. The report
states in detail how el even bonbing ranges, including PBR # 11,
wer e dedudded by six | aborers and the 9800'" TSU- CE Det achnent
#14, Bonb and Shell D sposal Team during the period 20 Cctober
1947 through 24 January 1948 with the expenditure of 7176 hours
of labor. The area to be searched was surveyed and narked; a
Proj ect Engi neer and Detachnent Sergeant controlled the search
crew, a total of 840 tons of scrap were noted on the ranges;

i mredi ate target areas were nore heavily inpacted and a | arge
percent age of the bonbs were buried or partially buried
necessitating several passes of the crew and consi derabl e
excavating; bonbs were expl oded or conpletely denolished using a
sufficient charge of Conposition C 3; and after detonations, the
surroundi ng area was checked to insure that there was total
destruction of the OE. The report ended by saying that the | and
is free fromexplosive material for the purpose of grazing,

m ni ng and/ or agricul tural purposes.

CWM The ASR does not address presence of Chem cal Warfare
Materials at the site.

Q her Projects: None

Site/ Project Owership: The INPR states that 320 acres i s owned
by Southern California Edison. The ASR states that the entire
site is managed by BLM Al so, the INPR states that when
originally acquired, 320 acres belonged to the State of
California. The ASR states that the DO owned the entire site.
Docunent F-5 of the ASR supports the ASR perspective; Docunent
G 1 lends credence to the INPR view Conclusively, Docunent L-1
does show that 320 acres were owned by the State of California.
This may require further investigation at a |ater date.



Precautions for Weather: Extrenely high tenperatures prevai
nost of the year. Optinmumtinme for strenuous activity woul d be
in the winter.

Nat ural Resources: The threatened desert tortoise occurs in the
vicinity of the site. An on-site inspection by appropriate State
and Federal personnel nmay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: Oher than rock arts located in the
vicinity, no historical/cultural resources are recorded for this
site. Any intrusive neasures taken at the site wll require
oversight by the State Historical Preservation Ofice (SHPO
and/ or other |ike organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



