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1. SITE NAME Ti sbury Great Pond

SI TE NUVBER: D01MAO45300
LOCATI ON:

Cty: Chil mark and West Tisbury

County: Dukes County

St at e: Massachusetts
PRQIECT NUVBER: D01MAO45301
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 2
ASR RAC: 2
TAG RAC: 2

2. POC S:

GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI CT: GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nare: Bill Holtham Narme: Celia Oge
O fice: CENAE-PD-M O fice: CENAD- PP-S
Phone: 617-647-8670 Phone: 212-264- 6484
HEADQUARTERS: ASR/ | NPR TEAM LEADER:
Name: J. R G bson Name: Ri chard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEMP-RF O fice: CEHNC Oe-DC-D
Phone: 202-761-4709 Phone: 256-895-1559
ASR SUPPORT DI STRI CT: ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVEER:
Name: Harl an E. Carl son Name: Thomas M Meekma
Ofice: CEMWR-ED DO Ofice: SIQAC ESL
Phone: 309-794-6038 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SI TE DESCRI PTION: The fornmer Tisbury Geat Pond site
consists of 496.7 acres included in the towns of Wst Tisbury and
Chi | mar k, Dukes County, Martha s Vineyard, Mssachusetts. The
site forns part of the south shore of the island Martha's

Vi neyard and borders the Atlantic Ocean. Tisbury Pond and the



small strip of land (16.7 acres) between the pond and the ocean
was used by the mlitary. Access can be realized by snal

wat ercraft across the pond or fromthe ocean. Access may al so be
obtai ned by follow ng Long Point Road south to road's end and
followwng dirt and sand trails west avoiding restricted areas
fenced off to protect natural breeding grounds of Terns and

Pl overs. Tisbury G eat Pond has devel oped into a shellfish
harvest area and is under state control. The barrier beach area
has been subdi vided i nto nunerous parcels now owned by many
private owners who use it for beach recreation

The terrain of the |land portion of the fornmer target area
consists of a gently sloping beach, including small sand dunes.
Native grasses thinly cover the small sand dunes above the
Atlantic Ccean's high tide mark and on the inland sl ope down to
the pond. The dunes sl ope gently downward to the water.

The Tisbury Geat Pond is a salt water pond that fills
during winter stornms. Each spring, a natural channel, |ocated on
the western end of the sand spit, is reopened. This allows three
to four feet of water to drain back to the ocean. Keeping the
channel open enhances the oyster and soft-shell clamindustry by
reducing the depth and salinity of the pond. Tides of four to
six inches are part of the water novenent of the pond. The pond
is also fed by runoff fromMII| Brook, and the Tiasquam Ri ver

Climte is relatively mld due to the noderating influence
of the nearby Gulf Stream The average summertine tenperature is

67° F;, the average winter tenperature is 31° F. Average annual
precipitation is 46 inches.

4. SITE H STORY: Between 24 and 26 August 1943, 496.7 acres of
| and were acquired by | ease and condemmation at Ti sbury G eat
Pond, Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, to serve as a dive
bombi ng and strafing range in support of the fighter training
program of Quonset Point Naval Air Station. Tracts obtained were
as follows: 480 acres belonging to the Commonweal t h of
Massachusetts was occupi ed under | ease NOy(R)-35350; 11.1 acres,
bel onging to Doris b. Bigelow occupied under |ease NOy(R)-39456;
and 5.6 acres of |and belonging to the Tisbury Pond C ub,
occupi ed under Condemnati on Leasehol d beari ng Massachusetts M sc.
Cvil Suit No. 6796. During the initial operational period of
the range, strafing and masthead targets were constructed, at

whi ch student pilots could hone their gunnery and bonbing skills
utilizing .30 caliber ammunition, .50 caliber ammunition, and
several practice bonb types.

By the end of World War Il it is surm sed that ordnance
activity ceased on the Tisbury Target Area. However, on 27 March
1947 the target area was reinstated for practice bonbi ng use by
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the carrier fleet at Newport, Rhode Isl and.
was constructed about m dway on the beach between Tisbury G eat
Pond and the ocean for fleet use.
suspended its bonbi ng program on Ti sbury Pond.
t he navy gave fina

Ti sbury Great Pond.

targets fromthat

A mast head t ar get

On 4 April 1947 the Navy

On 6 May 1947 the Departnent of the Navy directed the
cancel lation of the Tisbury Target Area and the renoval of

the 1% Naval District

was excess to the needs of the Navy,
di sest abl i shed,
area had been decont anm nat ed.
constitute ful

and 11.1 acres respectively.
tract of 5.6 acres was returned to the original

the sane tine period.

5.

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA B

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:

Pr obabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

| ocati on.

restoration of those prem ses.
t he Bureau of Lands and Docks term nated the two | eases for 480
It is believed that the remaining

On 29 July 1947 the conmander of

reported that the Tisbury Pond Target Area
that the site area had been
that the targets had been renoved, and that the

These actions were said to

24. 00

Bonmbi ng and Strafing Target Area
Private Beach

Private Beach

Confirned

3, 100, and 300 Ib Practice Bonbs

40. 00

Buf fer Zone

Commerci al Shell Fishing/Private
Beach

Commerci al Shell Fishing/Private
Beach

Pot ent i al

3, 100, and 300 | b Practice Bonbs

432.70

Remai ni ng Land
Commerci al Shel |l Fishing
Commerci al Shel |l Fishing
None

Not applicabl e
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On 18 April 1947
assurance that no nore bonbi ng woul d occur on

On 30 June 1947,

| andowner duri ng



6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Ti sbury Great Pond was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, Rock Island District, in Cctober 1994.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 2; ESI
AREA B: RAC 2; ESI
AREA C. RAC 5; NCFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory Group (TAG reviewed this ASR and decided that this site
warranted a strategy of ESI, RAC 2 in lieu of EE/CA, RAC 2 for
Areas A and B recomended in the ASR  The TAG Concurred with the
ASR recommendation for RAC 5, NOFA for Area C. The decision for
an ESI is based on the fact that nost of the site acreage is
covered by water and the affects of wave action would seemto
reduce the chance of CE being present: (1) The focus of concern
is actually a narrow barrier beach of limted acreage extending
east to west situated between Tisbury Geat Pond to the north and
the Atlantic Ocean to the south. (2) The INPR states that the
barrier beach is pushed northward by the ocean several feet each
year so that the beach is now several hundred feet north of where
it was when it was used by the mlitary. During the ESI, present
| ocation of the beach would be conpared with its |ocation during
the time of mlitary use.

Several wi tnesses interviewed by the Site Inspection team
stated that they had found practice bonbs at the site. Shellfish
war dens al so provided a 1992 photo of practice bonbs di scovered
and renoved fromthe pond-side shoreline which were then
i nspected at their present |ocation and determ ned to be
explosives free. Finally, the site inspection team discovered
t he presence of what appeared to be the remains of a MK 15 series
100 I b. practice bonb on the pond side shoreline. Various
hi storical docunents state that only practice bonbs were used at
the site.

Area A, Bonbing and Strafing Area, 24 Acres: This area is
identified as where the bonbing and strafing target was | ocated,
in the proximty of the beach at the southern border of the pond.
The planes flew fromnorth to south. OE identified in this area
was MK 15 series 100 | b practice bonmb, MK 5 and MK 23 3 |Ib
practice bonbs, and 300 I b general purpose bonb bodi es which were
not | oaded with high explosives. Sixteen of these acres extend
into the pond and are used as a shellfishing harvest area. The
ot her eight acres are part of the barrier beach between the pond
and the ocean



Area B, Buffer Zone, 40 Acres: No OE was found in this area, but
there is a potential for finding the practice bonbs found in Area
A. Area B surrounds Area A. Twenty-three acres extend into

Ti sbury Pond and the remaining acreage is part of the barrier
beach.

Area C, Remaining Lands, 432.70 Acres: Area C does not lie in
the proximty of the target area and a strategy of NOFA applies.
The predom nant portion of this area is part of the pond, with a
smal | sand spit being the only I and portion.

Access to Site: Site access may be gained only by boat or 4 wheel
drive vehicle.

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species occur
within the site area. They are listed in ASR Fi ndi ngs, para 3f
and Table 3-2, page 7. An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may still be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or location of |isted species, or natural
communi ties.

Hi storical Resources: No archeol ogical or pal eontol ogi cal
resources exist at the site. However, any intrusive neasures
taken within the area wll require oversight by the State

Hi storical Preservation Ofice and/or other |ike organizations.
9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: ESI

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



