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SI TE DESCRI PTION:  The fornmer Sanganon Ordnance Pl ant

Sanganon County, Illinois.

cres of

| and | ocat ed between Springfield
al ong hi ghway 36/ 72 one mle west of Illiopolis,
The site conprises sonme of the nost



fertile and productive farmand in the nation. Omership is
primarily by local individuals involved in agricultural
activities.

The site is generally flat with occasional small hills.
Local climate is typically Mdwestern, with hot summers and cold
winters. The annual precipitation ranges from30 to 38 inches.
Nat ural drainage is westward. The Sanganon River and its
tributaries, including the South Fork and numerous snall er
streans, drain all of the survey area except the northeastern
corner. The land is located in a | ow plain where flooding coul d
occur at tines.

4. SITE H STORY: Between July 1942 and July 1943, The United
States of Anmerica acquired a total of 19,093.26 acres consisting
of 19,092.56 fee acres through either Purchase or Declaration of
Takings, and 0.70 license acres for the establishnment of the
Sanganon Ordnance Plant. Oiginally the Sanganon Ordnance Pl ant
consisted of only an approxi mate 9,200 acres. The adjacent Qak
Ordnance Pl ant contained an additional approxi mate 9,850 acres.
These two production facilities were conbined in Septenber of
1943 and assuned the Sanganon name for the entire facility.

The Sanganon Ordnance Pl ant was used by the Departnent of
the Arny to | oad, assenble, and pack expl osive ordnance nunitions
during the Wrld War |1 period between 1942 and 1945. Records
indicate that small arns priners, propellants, bonb fuzes,
bursters, boosters, and 90mm 76mm 75mm 57mm and 3 inch rounds
were produced at this plant. In excess of 2,000 buildings and
i nprovenents were constructed for plant operation and mai nt enance
pur poses. The plant was operated by the Rem ngton-Rand
Corporation. Plant operations were discontinued in 1945. The
vast majority of lands and inprovenents were decl ared excess to
the governnent’s needs by the War Departnent between 1945 and
1946.

On 25 August 1945, 4,026 acres of the site, which was used
as a buffer zone and for agriculture during the years of plant
operation, were declared surplus by the War Departnent and
transferred to the Farm Credit Adm nistration (FCA) for disposal.
| medi ately after acceptance, the FCA began disposal of the
property to the original |andowers. This property did not
contain any significant structures or inprovenents.

On 13 Septenber 1945, 14,946.56 fee acres and 0.70 |icense
acres were declared surplus by the War Departnent and assigned to
the Corps of Engineers for disposal. The War Assets
Adm ni stration (WAA) assuned accountability fromthe Corps of
Engi neers of the 14,947.26 acres on 10 Septenber 1946 and
transferred the property to the FCA. FCA disposed of this
property generally to the original |andowners. The najority of
structural inprovenents were built on this property.



On 17 March 1947, the remaining 120 acres of the plant was
decl ared surplus by the Departnent of the Arny and assigned to
t he Corps of Engineers for disposal. The 120 acres included
53.73 acres which were |ater determined to be contam nated with
expl osive waste. The 53.73 acres were subsequently w thdrawn
fromthis report of excess. The remaining 66.27 acres were
assigned to the WAA.  The WAS transferred the property to the
FCA. The FCA ultinmately di sposed of the 66.27 acres.

On 25 January 1950, 53.73 acres (containing 15 parcels) were
transferred fromthe WAA to the General Services Adm nistration
(GSA). On 7 April 1950, the Department of the Arny reassuned
accountability of the 53.73 acres for the purpose of rendering
them safe for disposal. On 6 May 1963, the 53.73 acres were once
agai n decl ared excess by the Arny and transferred to GSA for
di sposal pending final decontam nation by the Arny.
Decont am nati on work was conpl eted by the Arny on 11 February
1970 and the property was determ ned safe for disposal if
restricted to surface use only. Al parcels were purchased,
generally by owners of surrounding |and, from GSA between August
1965 and Decenber 1974. The di sposal of these parcels was by
qui tcl ai m deed and contai ned surface use only restrictions and
i ncluded a save and hold harml ess clause to protect the
gover nnent .

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA B

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

3.3 (approxi mat e)

Burning Grounds (10 tracts)
Agri cul tural

Sanme

Potenti al

Det onat or s; Fuzes; Boost ers; Bursters;
TNT; Expl osi ve D; Tetryl

12.5 (approxi mate)

Bur ni ng G ound

Agri cul tural

Samne

Pot ent i al

Det onat or s; Fuzes; Boost ers; Bursters;
TNT; Expl osi ve D; Tetryl



AREA C

Si ze, Acres: 4.3 (approxi mate)
Former Use: Bur ni ng G ound
Present Use: Agri cul tural
Probabl e End Use: Sanme
Ordnance Presence: Pot ent i al
Type: Det onat or s; Fuzes; Boost er s; Bur st ers;
TNT; Expl osi ve D; Tetryl
AREA D
Si ze, Acres: 34 (approxi mat e)
For mer Use: Load Lines (1-1 and 1-2)
Present Use: Agri cul tural
Probabl e End Use: Sanme
Ordnance Presence: Pot ent i al
Type: TNT; Expl osi ve D; Tetryl
AREA E
Si ze, Acres: 34 (approxi mat e)
Former Use: Load Lines (1-3 and 40-1)
Present Use: Agri cul tural
Probabl e End Use: Sanme
Ordnance Presence: Uncont am nat ed
Type: Not Applicabl e
AREA F
Si ze, Acres: 1 (approxi mate)
Former Use: Bur ni ng G ound
Present Use: Agri cul tural
Probabl e End Use: Sanme
Ordnance Presence: Pot ent i al
Type: Det onat or s; Fuzes; Boost er s; Bur st ers;
TNT; Expl osi ve D; Tetryl
AREA G
Si ze, Acres: 784 (approxi mat e)
For mer Use: Fuze Lines
Present Use: Agri cul tural
Probabl e End Use: Sanme
Ordnance Presence: Uncont am nat ed
Type: Not Applicabl e
AREA H

Si ze, Acres: 1, 797 (approxi mate)



6.
Sanganon Ordnance Pl ant,
Cor ps of Engi neers,

Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA |

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
AREA J

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
CURRENT STATUS:

St or age Magazi nes
Agri cul tural

Sanme
Uncont am nat ed
Not Applicable

2 (approxi mate)
Pi st ol Ranges
Agri cul tural
Sanme
Uncont am nat ed
Not Applicable

16, 421 (approxi mate)
Remai ni ng Lands and Bui |l di ngs
Agri cul tural

Samne

Uncont am nat ed

Not Applicable

The draft Archives Search Report for
I1linois was conpleted by the U S. Arny
Rock Island District, in Septenber 1995.

7. STRATEGY:
AREA A: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA B: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA C. EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA D: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA E: NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA F: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA G NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA H. NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA |: NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA J: NOFA; (RAC 5)

8 | SSUES AND CONCERNS: HNC Safety and the ASR aut hor agreed

on NOFA, RAC 5 for Areas E, G H | and J and ESI, followed by
EE/ CA where required, for Areas A-D, and F. The TAG al so agrees
with this strategy, the exception being that the ESI strategy is
renmoved | eaving EE/ CA, RAC 3 for Areas A-D, and F.



HNC Safety Coment: Concurs with Draft ASR recommendati ons and
RAC scores as stated. It has already been noted that the TAG
recommends EE/ CA, RAC 3 for Areas A-D, and F, deleting ESI as an
interimstrategy.

NCFA Strategy for Areas E, G H I, J: Al ASRentries for these
areas state: “No evidence was found to suspect contam nation in
subj ect areas. No ordnance, or remnants of ordnance, was
visually witnessed by the site inspection team No evidence of
CE has been reported to authorities since the closure of this
facility approximately fifty years ago.” It is further stated

t hat docunentati on was found which shows the areas were either
decontam nated, or, if decontam nation was not deened appropriate
or conplete, destroyed by burning.

EE/CA Strategy for Areas A, B, C, D, F: The RAC Form for these
areas states: “These areas contained contam nati on and were
primarily designated as burning areas of the plant. Area B
contains a restriction of surface use only and the owner is eager
for renmediation to occur as he wanted to do sone building on this
| and. Al though no ordnance related articles have ever been
docunented as being found in these areas, a 1988 report suggests
that several areas may contain possible | evels of contam nation
whi ch appear greater than background values. It should be noted
that no incidents involving ordnance or expl osives in subject
areas have been docunented since base cl osure approxi mately 50
years ago. The on site assessnent team could find no visual

evi dence whi ch woul d suggest OE presence. It is suggested that
any future OE projects be closely coordinated with those

organi zati ons perform ng HTRW proj ects, as those projects appear
to address the approxi mate sane acreage.”

QO her Projects: (1)Project Nunmber EO5IL010202, CONV HTRW is
bei ng addressed by Corps of Engi neers, Chicago and Buffalo
Districts. (2) Project Nunmber EO5I1L010204, BD/DR, is being
addressed by Corps of Engineers, Chicago District. (3) Project
Number EO5I1 L010201, HTRW is being addressed by Corps of

Engi neers, Chicago and Buffalo Districts. During a 1988 site

i nvestigation report by individuals fromthe Buffalo District,
soil sanples show TNT | evel s greater than background for TNT, but
these |l evels were not consi dered dangerous. Also, TNT was found
in two groundwater nonitoring well sanples. Docunent E-5 of the
ASR provides nore information.

Landowner Concerns: Concerns center on an overall view of a
majority of the |andowners in this area that intrusive actions
into this fornmer site are unnecessary. Many suggest the attitude
that no problens have surfaced in over fifty years and they



wonder why the concern at this tine. They do not readily accept
an intrusion onto their prinme farmland. On the other hand, M.
Lee Ruggles, who owns what is defined in this report as Area B,
wel comes further investigation into his |land, the sooner the
better.

Coordination with Districts: Suggest coordinating any further CE
actions with both Chicago and Buffalo Districts, to prevent
duplication of efforts regarding CE and HTRWprojects, as it
appears the subject areas may overl ap.

Nat ural Resources: No known Federally- and State-listed species
occur within the site area. However, an on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or |location of |isted species, or
natural comunities.

Hi storical Resources: No historical/cultural resources were
found to be present at the site. However, any intrusive neasures
taken within the area wll require oversight by the State

Hi storical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other |ike

or gani zat i ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

Return to State List index page

Return to OE Hone Page



