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Rocket Projectile Practice

Range consi sted of approximately 766 acres of |and | ocated west
of Georget own, Sagadahoc County, Maine within the boundary of

Reid State Park.

The ASR i ncl udes all

of Reid State Park as the

site area due to its use by the mlitary in an exercise in 1972



(The INPR states that the acreage is unknown while a copy of a
permt in the ASR indicates the acreage was 481 acres during WV
I1.) The site can be reached by traveling 14 mles south on
Route 127 fromRoute 1 in Wolwich. Reid State Park is the
second nost visited seashore park in the state of Maine with 150
to 200 thousand visitors a year. Two beaches, MI|e Beach and
Half M1le Beach are the largest attractions at the park.

The former range is bordered on the west by a forested area

that leads to salt marshes with areas of standing water. A

| engt hy sand dune separates the forested area fromM | e Beach and
rocky shoals to the east. Salt water is found in the tidal pool,
tidal marsh and the Sheepscot Bay of the Atlantic Ocean which
borders the site to the east. Fresh water can be found bel ow the
surface. The coastal and marsh areas are subject to frequent
flooding as a result of storns and tidal action. The average

daily wintertine tenperature is 20° F. Sunmer tenperatures are

usually cool with tenperatures at 90° F ranging from none in sone
summers to 25 days at the hottest state stations in other years.
Total average annual precipitation is 44 inches. Coastal areas
are subject to heavy fog with incidences in sone eastern portions
of the coast being one day out of six.

4. SITE H STORY: A revocable permt, dated 15 May 1944, was
conpl eted by the Navy and Sequi nl and Realty which gave the Navy
perm ssion to use 481 acres of |land as a rocket projectile
practice range for the duration of hostilities plus six nonths.
A historical docunent stated that the range was to be conpl eted
by 1 April 1944. The range, also called Area WIliam and the
U.S. Navy Bonbing Area, was used for rocket practice by nava
pilots fromNaval Air Station(NAS), Brunswick who flew primarily
Corsair aircraft.

| nprovenents included two tenporary buil dings at the opposite
ends of Mle Beach. Also, a strip of trees 50 feet wide and Y
mle long was cut on the west side of the property to hel p guide
pl anes on their approach to the target fromthe northwest. The
pl anes fired at canvas stretched between floats anchored off
shore fromthe beach about 200 to 300 yards. A danger area was
est abl i shed beyond the targets 5,700 yards east into the nouth of
t he Sheepscot River. O-dnance used was 5" and 2.25” practice
rockets, and .50 cal. ammunition.

The realty conpany conveyed the land to the State of Maine in
March 1946, subject to the existing lease. It is believed that
the |l ease was term nated sonetine after March 1946. NAS
Brunswi ck was placed on inactive status on 1 Cctober 1946, ending
the need for the range. Reid State Park was established in 1946.



From 18 to 24 January 1972, Operation Snowy Beach was conducted
at Reid State Park in which inert drill mnes were dropped and
recovered offshore, and a troop | andi ng was nmade on the beach.

5. PRQJIECT DESCRI PTI ON:

AREA A
Si ze, Acres: 4
For mer Use: Rocket Target Area
Present Use: St ate Park
Probabl e End Use: St ate Park
Ordnance Presence: None

Type: Not Applicable
AREA B
Si ze, Acres: 102
Former Use: Buf f er Zone
Present Use: St ate Park
Probabl e End Use: St ate Park
Ordnance Presence: None

Type: Not Applicabl e
AREA C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

380. 7

Remai ni ng Land, R/ P Practice Range

Present Use: St ate Park
Probabl e End Use: St ate Park
Ordnance Presence: None

Type: Not appli cable
AREA D
Si ze, Acres: 279.3
Forner Use: Exerci se Area, 1972
Present Use: St ate Park
Probabl e End Use: St ate Park
Ordnance Presence: None

Type:

Not applicabl e

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for the
Rocket Projectile Practice Range was conpleted by the U S. Arny

Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, in QOctober 1997.
7. STRATEGY: AREA A1 RAC 5; NCFA

AREA B: RAC 5; NOFA

AREA C. RAC 5; NOFA

AREA D. RAC 5; NOFA
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8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Technical

Advi sory G oup (TAG nmet and discussed this ASR on 27 Cctober
2998 and determ ned a strategy of RAC 5, NOFA for the entire site
based on: (1) The findings, conclusions, and recomrendati ons of
the Time Critical Renobval Action (TCRA) conpl eted during Novenber
— Decenber 1997, and (2) The results of the | ast previous
clearance earlier in 1997. Only practice rockets with expended
rocket notors and inert, netal warheads have been recovered in

t hese cl earances, 150 itens in the clearance conducted earlier in
1997, and 82 itens in the TCRA. No high explosive itens were
found. These itens do not represent a hazard requiring a
strategy of EE/CA. Following the TCRA, no itens remai ned on the
surface. In the future, if stormor shore action should result
in further itenms surfacing on the beach, they should be reported
t hrough normal channel s.

TCRA Findings and Results: A TCRA was conpleted for a 300 by 200
foot section of beach during Novenmber — Decenber 1997 and is
docunented in publication: DACA87-95-D 0027, Task Order 0016,
prepared for U S. Arny Corps of Engineers Engineering and Support
Center, Huntsville by Human Factors Applications, |ncorporated,
dated 21 April 1998, Subject: Final Action Renoval Report,
Ordnance and Explosives(CE) Tine Critical Renoval Action, Reid
State Park, (Former Navy Bonbing Area), Georgetown, Maine (On
file in Huntsville). Flagged contacts were renoved to a depth of
several feet. A total of 82 ordnance itens were recovered and
none cont ai ned expl osi ves or explosives residue: 27 5" rocket
war heads, 6 3.25" rocket notors, and 49 2.25” rockets with a
total of 1,114 pounds of ordnance scrap.

TCRA Concl usi ons and Recommendations: (1) A strategy of NOFA,
RAC 5 applies to the 4 acres where renoval activity occurred
during the TCRA. (2) MIle Beach should be searched for ordnance
to extend the boundaries of the cleared area to Todd’ s Point
sout hward and northward to Giffiths Head. (The TAG determ ned
that further clearance is not required because any potenti al
ordnance itens woul d not contain explosives or explosive
residue.) (3) The vegetated sand dune and the wetl ands shoul d
not be searched for ordnance itens because these areas are
restricted and the evidence of risk fromCE is | ow while danger
of harmto the environnment froma renoval activity would be high
The TAG decided on a strategy of RAC 5, NOFA for the entire site
including Areas A, B, Cand D

Since the target was canvas stretched between floats 200 to 300
yards beyond the beach in the water, it is very likely that only
practice rocket warheads were used, as al so evidenced by findings
during clearances at the site. Al so, propellant in the rockets
probably burned during flight so that this is actually a site
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where there is no danger of any OE with expl osive content. Since
rockets were fired at a target off the beach in the water, it is
possi bl e that rockets will appear on the beach foll ow ng storns.

HNC Safety Coments: Safety agreed with a strategy RAC 5, NOFA
for Areas C and D. Safety recommended a RAC score of 2 for areas
A and B instead of the ASR RAC form score of 1 or the downgrade
to RAC 3 recommended in the Part IV of the ASR RAC form because
there is a known OE presence at the site and no high expl osive
items have been found. The ASR Support District response
supports a strategy of RAC 3 by stating that there is no evidence
of high explosive at the site. The TAG deci ded on RAC 5, NOCFA
for this site: a new RAC Formw th a score of 5 is attached.

Area A, Rocket Target Area, 4.00 acres—NOFA, RAC 5. Most or al
of Area A was the subject of the TCRA conpl eted al ong the beach.
From February to June of 1997, about 150 OE itens consisting of
inert practice rocket warheads, expended rocket notors, and
rocket conmponents, were found in this area where winter storns
had washed away sand so that they were on the surface. Mst of
these itens were 2.25 inch sub-caliber practice rockets.
Wtnesses stated that in 1978, a storm had surfaced a | arge
nunber of practice rockets which were covered by another storm
before the itens could be renoved. There are also reports that
after WWI11, truckl oads of practice bonbs were renoved and sold
as scrap netal. The Site Inspection (SI) teamsaw no OCE or OE
debris in Area A in August, 1997.

Area B, Buffer Zone, 102.00 acres--NOFA, RAC 5: This area,

adj acent to Area A included land that pilots would have crossed
in their approach to the target fromthe northwest. There is a
report from EOD that rockets have been found in this area.
Further reports indicate that |ocal residents have found rockets
to the west of the sand dunes adjacent to the beach. There is
al so an unconfirnmed report that when the park was established,
park rangers buried practice rockets behind the dunes in Area B
in an attenpt to clean the beach. This area includes nesting
areas for endangered species and access by the public is not
permtted. The Site Inspection (SI) teamsaw no OE or OE debris
in Area B in August, 1997

Area C, Remmining Land, R/ P Practice Range, 380.70 acres—NCFA,
RAC 5: This area includes |and under the original permt which
was not affected by range activities. 1t includes beach,

mar shl and, and park facilities. The Site Inspection (SI) team
saw no OE or CE debris in Area Cin August, 1997.

Area D, Exercise Area, 1972, 279.30 acres—NOFA, RAC 5: This area
is conprised of land that was used by the Departnent of Navy
during Operation Snowy Beach in 1972 and whi ch was not i ncl uded
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in the other areas. A troop |anding was made at the beach; only
bl ank ammunition and sinulators were used during the exercise. A
t hor ough cl eanup was nade after the operation. The Site

| nspection (SI) team saw no OE or CE debris in Area D in August,
1997.

Cl earances: The cl earances of the beach by EQD occurs after

wi nter storns when sand is renoved fromthe beach exposing
rockets. Aside fromthe TCRA in Novenber — Decenber 1997, the

| ast such cl earance occurred earlier in 1997 with 150 itens
renmoved. Sand renoved by stornms in winter is generally deposited
back on the beach by tidal action in the spring so that evidence
of CE and cl earances are nore easily conducted in wnter. Also,

t housands of persons visit the park in the sunmer, conplicating
any required renoval s of CE

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species occur
within the site area and are listed in ASR Fi ndi ngs, pages 6-7,
par agraph 3f and Table 3-2. March is the begi nning of nesting
season for endangered species in the dunes and wetl ands west of
M| e Beach. Any renoval actions during this time would be
greatly restricted or prohibited. An on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of |isted species, or
natural comunities.

Hi storical Resources: No historical or cultural sites are
identified at the site. However, any intrusive neasures taken
within the area will require oversight by the State Historica
Preservation O fice and/or other |ike organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: N A NCFA



