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3. SITE DESCRI PTION:. The fornmer Ontario Arny Airfield (OAAF)
is now known as the Ontario International Airport (airport) and
is located in San Bernardino County, California. Centrally
| ocated in the City of Ontario, the airport is approxi mately one
mle south of Interstate 10, at the south end of Vineyard Avenue.
The Airport is the commercial air hub for the eastern Los
Angel es Basin. It is the nost common arrival point for air
passengers traveling to San Bernardino and Riverside, CA  During
its tenure as an arny airfield, OAAF enconpassed about 845 acres.
The Airport is bounded by Cucanbnga Avenue on the west, the
Uni on Pacific Railroad on the south, the Southern Pacific
Railroad on the north and Haven and Archi bald Avenues on the
east. The California Air National Guard (CANG has operated from
a location in the southeast corner of the FUDS

There are a nunmber of commrercial aviation related businesses

| ocated on Airport property, including Federal Express, United
Parcel Service, Ceneral Electric Corporation, Lockheed, Harriott,
Fluor, Oto's Instrunents, Wells Aviation, and Beechcraft West.
The CANG still occupies |and once part of the former QOAAF

4. SITE H STORY: In 1921, local flyers organized the Ontario
Aircraft Corporation to begin flying the "Jennie" Bi-plane
aircraft. 1In 1929, the corporation graded a small dirt |anding
strip near the corner of M ssion Boul evard and G ove Avenue, the
sout hwest corner of the present site. The Wrks Progress

Adm ni stration (WPA) began construction on two concrete runways
in 1941. The airport continued general aviation usage until the
start of WWII. To initiate operations as the OAAF, the Arny
obtai ned control of the Ontario Minicipal A rport by |ease (466.2
acres), and then expanded by devel oping agricultural |and

adj acent to the airport (357.11 acres fee, 21.3 acres |ease, and
.26 acres easenent). In 1949, the airport property was turned
over to the City of Ontario. Fromthis tinme through the present,
segnents of the property have been |l eased to private enterprise
for comercial and industrial purposes.

In 1942, after the Arny's acquisition of the property, the 311th
Air Base Squadron was activated. The airfield fell under the
jurisdiction of the 4th Army Air Corps Force, headquartered at
Ham [ton Arny Airfield, CA. The 69th Cbservation Goup arrived
on 1 June 1942, and the airfield becanme known as the Ontario
bservation Aerodrone. The 69th flew the O 47 and L2A8 "Mayt ag
Messerschm tt" observation aircraft. The two-fold m ssion of the
69th was to patrol the coastal areas around Los Angel es on an
anti-submarine patrol, and to photograph the | ocal harbor

def enses and War Industries. This mssion continued until



Cct ober 1943, when the 384th Fighter Squadron arrived to begin
training. Equipped with the P-38 "Lightning" aircraft, the 384th
Fi ghter Squadron trained in air-to-air gunnery. Tail gunners
fired at long sleeves pulled by nodified "Ventura" bonbers of the
11t h Tow Target Squadron. Wth the arrival of these squadrons,
the airfield becane a full-fledged air facility known as the
QAAF. During this period, the 4th Arny Air Corps Force stationed
the 35th, 389th, 786th, and 797th Anti-Aircraft Battalions at the
airfield. This was due to the airfield s simlarity to terrain
found in southern Europe.

Trai ning ceased at the end of hostilities of WWII. The Arny
declared the airfield surplus on 15 Novenber 1945, when it went
to an inactive status. On 29 Cctober 1946, the airfield was
transferred to the War Assets Adm nistration (WAA). The Gty of
Ontario was interested in resum ng comercial airport operations
and received the deed for the property on 25 March 1949. The
first comercial plane, operated by Western Airlines, |anded on
27 Cctober 1949. Mlitary usage woul d continue, when in 1949 an
Air National Guard Training Station was established at the
airport. In April 1949, the Cty of Ontario granted a | ease for
certain airport property to the U S. Air Force. The site was
then used by the CANG An Arnory for the 149th Control and
War ni ng Squadron was constructed; and |later CANG activities had a
maj or inpact on the airport. 1In 1952, in response to the desire
of the Air National Guard to base fighter aircraft at the
airport, the city initiated the first of the three runway
extensions. After two additional runway extensions, the airport
had a 10,000 foot runway to service both comrercial and mlitary
traffic. The first nodern control tower was constructed in 1953
and comrercial air traffic continued to increase. The 196th
Tactical Ar Support Goup and the 163rd Tactical Support G oup
were stationed here fromJuly 1952 until 1983. In 1983, the
196t h Tactical Air Support Goup was transferred to March Air
Force Base, R verside, CA Since 1984, the 148th Conbat

Comruni cati ons Squadron has been stationed here. The 148th
conducts radar operations, maintenance, and training on the
property. From 1967 until 1985, the LADA operated and naintai ned
the comercial operations for the City of Ontario until in 1985,
the airport was formally deeded to the LADA.

CWM Presence Evaluation: Chem cal warfare training was conducted
at OAAF, as it had on many other WWII airbases. Records show a
chem cal officer started a programof chemcal training in
Septenber 1942, and by February 1943, he had initiated a base
Chem cal Defense Plan. A Chem cal \Warehouse and O fice was
constructed by 10 May 1943, on Victory Boul evard (sout heast side
of field). The Gas Chanber (Building 81) was utilized for



exerci ses that included the use of tear gas and chlorine. Later
in 1943, the Chem cal Warehouse (Building 71) and Pyrotechnics
Magazi ne (Building 28) were relocated to near the Bonb Storage
Area in the northeast sector of the airfield.

Docunments col l ected during this archives research al so indicate
the Arny stationed the 813th Chem cal Conpany at the airfield in
1944. These troops were mainly responsible for the filling of
snoke screen tanks with FS. Snoke m ssions were conducted in
1944 with pilot training consisting of the placenent of snoke
screens directly over the field.

One maj or denonstration of chem cal warfare materials took place
i n Decenber 1944. Trainers acquired denonstration bonbs of
Mustard Gas, Lew site, Phosgene and Chloropicrin, 30 Wite
Phosphorus bonbs, M9 and MA7 | ncendi ary, Magnesium and Thermte
bonmbs from March Arny Airfield, CA. Trainers set off the gas
bonbs, allow ng troops to wal k through |ight concentrations of

t he gases. Fol l owi ng the gas denonstration, they expl oded the
Pyrot echni ¢ bonbs, and denonstrated the nethods of conbating

i ncendi ari es. Chem cal personnel displayed the use of FS, HC and
WP as snpke screens.

Finally, records indicate that in February 1945, QOAAF had 10 of
the ML Detonating Gas ldentification Sets, although 6 2 were

| oaned out to other units (Block, 1945). It is judged that
unused CWM woul d have been returned to March Arny Airfield, CA
after the war; but no records have been produced to confirmthis
action.

CE Presence Evaluation: OE activities took place during two
distinct periods. |In the fall of 1942, an Amunition Storage
Bui | di ng, TILE Magazi ne and Pyrotechnics Magazi ne were
constructed on the southeast side of the base. Just west of this
area, engineers were known to have proposed buil ding a Chem cal
War f are Warehouse, Signal Warehouse and Ordnance Warehouse. Also
proposed was a Bonb Storage Area and Skeet Range on the east side
of the field.

The second period occurred with the change of m ssion from
observation to the training of P-38 fighter pilots. This action
demanded a full ordnance facility, and the Bonb Storage Area was
constructed on the northwest corner of the field. It appears
only the skeet range and the TILE Magazi ne remai ned at their
original locations. Records indicated gunnery training occurred
with .50 caliber anmunition and 20mm cannon. A Firing-In-Butt
for the practice firing of guns was established on base. Records
i ndi cate bonbi ng m ssions were perforned, but the types of bonbs
are not known. The pilots probably trained using 100 and 200
pound practice bonbs, the nost common practice nunitions used on
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the P-38 aircraft. Docunentation proves that P-38 training
continued until the end of March 1945, and it nost probably
continued until the end of the war. Troops are known to have
practiced with the ML Rifle; and at the skeet range they nost
likely also used the 12 Gauge Skeet Shotgun and .45 cali ber
pi stol s.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON:

Area A Ontario Arny Airfield

Si ze, Acres: Approxi mately 806

For mer Use: Arny Airfield

Present Use: Ontario International Airport, Ar

Museum And vari ous Aerospace Conpani es
Probabl e End Use: Samne
Ordnance Presence: None
Types: N A

Area B: Former Ontario Air National Guard
Training Station-Inactive ANG
(FUDS Project Ineligible)

Si ze, Acres: 27.41

For mer Use: Air National Guard Training (including
Skeet Range and Bonb Storage Areas)

Present Use: Ai rport Taxi ways/ Ext ended- Runway

(covering early bonb storage)
Probabl e End Use: Sane
Ordnance Presence: NA

Area C California Air National CGuard-Active
Status (FUDS I neligible)

Si ze, Acres: 11. 14

For mer Use: Air National Guard Training Station

Fi ghter and Warning Squad M ssions using
the m ssile maintenance and storage
bui | di ngs/ war ehouses, gas chanber,
chem cal warehouse, small arns storage,
and skeet range, and | ater CANG Tacti cal
Air Support
Present Use: Air National Guard/ Conbat Comruni cati ons
Probabl e End Use: Sane
Ordnance Presence: NA

6. CURRENT STATUS. This ASR was conpleted by the St. Louis
District in August 1995.



7. STRATEGY: NOFA for Area A (FUDS Eligible)
NOFA for Area B (FUDS property eligibl e-FUDS
project ineligible)
NCFA for Area C (Active U S. Air Force controlled
site-FUDS ineligible)

8. I SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Technical Advisory
G oup (TAG reviewed and discussed the trip report of 19 May 1998
and agree with its findings. The TAG decided RAC 5 NOFA for this
site.

On 19 May 1998, Messrs. R chard Pike and Bill MPherson of the
Huntsvill e Center ASR/ I NPR Team conducted an ESI, as reconmmended
by the TAG on 5 Novenber 1997. Because of extensive devel opnent
(construction) of the airport, without finding any OF, there is
no evi dence existing that suggest OE presence on this site.
Based on this informati on recommend the TAG approve revision of
the RAC score from1l to 5 NOFA (attached). See attached Trip
Report.

This ASR was presented to the TAG on 6 June 1996 and determ ned
that not enough information was available in this ASR for the TAG
to make an informed decision. It was stated that the ASR/ | NPR
Team woul d resolve this issue.

Since then this ASR was reviewed by the CEHNC RCWM Team and t hey
have determ ned that there is no evidence that indicates the C\WM
once stored at, used for training, and/or transported through
this location remains present on the property; there have been no
reported incidents or discoveries of CWMat OAAF. It is highly

i npr obabl e CAM was i nproperly disposed of at this FUDS. This
site should be taken off of the CWIist.

This ASR was given further review and the reviewer presented it
to the TAG again on 5 Novenber 1997 with a recommendati on of
EE/CA for Area A. The TAG again determ ned that not enough
information was available in this ASR for the TAG to nake an

i nformed decision pertaining to the possible devel opnent of past
open, undevel oped snall areas of Area AL The TAG tabled this ASR
and recomended an ESI to gather nore recent information to see
if this site can be changed to a NOFA because of | and

devel opnent .

The site teamindicates that insignificant, if any, OE could
remain. There are no reports of remaining or confirmed CE by
airport historical personnel or by the site team nor did the
site team encounter OE debris (in spite of docunented P-38
aircraft practice gunnery and bonbing). Interviewees famliar



with Ontario's recent inprovenents, CAW investigation and aeri al
photo interpretation dismss the possibility of OE remaining.
The di sposal area has not shown indications of buried CE.

The pyrotechni cs nmagazi ne, bonb storage, and chem cal warehouse
were relocated to the NWsector of OAAF; the skeet range
(presently covered by runway) and the TILE nmagazi ne remai ned at
their original locations. Sone storage facilities may have been
only proposed but may not have been constructed, such as the

si gnal and ordnance warehouses. (The chem cal warehouse was al so
proposed, but was built and noved a year later, and the

amuni tion storage building and pyrotechnics and Tl LE magazi nes
were definitely built.)

Much of the aerial gunnery and bonbing training nmay have occurred
at bases ot her than OAAF, which also may have served as a
supporting storage base. Daggart Arny Airfield (a satellite/sub-
base of OAAF used as an alternate if Ontario had haze), Miroc
Arnmy Airfield, regionally near-by and used for canoufl aged
airfield attack sinulations, and the Pacific Ccean were

suppl enmental areas for P-38 gunnery training and bonbi ng

m ssions. Typical bonbs for P-38 aircraft were nostly 100 and
200 I b. practice bonbs but no docunents were uncovered indicating
this type was actually used on these sites.

This site's OE use is well docunented indicating various sources
of potentially buried and surface UXO Any UXO found during
devel opnents occurring after site closure may not have been
reported, and sone unpaved ground di sturbance areas still renain,
as shown in photos. Many of the fornmer building areas, based on
aerial photos, are cleared, graded, w thout structures; while

ot her areas have small pits, ditches, and/or are
scarred/ di st ur bed.

Al so, since OAAF operated for about five years and the NGIS
since, transported OE having odd | ots may have been (surface)
ditched or buried in order to avoid required storage
docunentation. The disposal area is adjacent to the OE storage
areas, so it has an apparent potential of containing UXO

Area Bis the 27.41 acre portion of the former Ontario Air
National Guard Training Station that the I NPR FDE determ ned to
be FUDS eligible, but this site was deleted fromthe | ease
between the Air Force and the City of Los Angeles on 11 May 1988.
FUDS project eligibility termnated on 17 October 1986, so that
makes this parcel ineligible for FUDS cl eanup. Land rel eased
fromDOD after the termnation date in 1986 is eligible for
active-site Installation Restoration Program cl eanup, not FUDS.
The CEHNC O fice of Counsel has reviewed this issue and agrees.



At least fifty Federally endangered, threatened or candi date
species potentially occur within the vicinity of this site. An
on-site inspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may
be necessary to verify the presence or location of |isted
species, or natural communities.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



