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San Luis Qbi spo consists

of which 5800 acres is an active National
in central California, along
five mles west of San Luis Obispo, San Luis
The land is presently owned by 12 different



i ndividual s/entities. Use of the |and varies with nmuch of it
devoted to agricultural purposes. Oher facilities include a
school, colleges, a prison, industry, parks, anmunition ranges
and an inpact area, and forest land. Owners include the city of
San Luis Qbispo, the State of California, private individuals,
U.S. CGovernnent agencies, and Madonna Constructi on.

The majority of the site consists of nountains and canyons
that are classified as grassland, wooded grassl and, woodl and, or
brush. A majority of the site is grassland and used
predom nately for grazing. The area in the north-northeastern
portion of the site is classified as woodl and (Nati onal Forest).
Areas of brush | and occur throughout the site; this becones a
critical fire hazard during the hot and dry summer and fal
nmonths. Drainage is generally to the west mainly via Chorro
Creek. This creek and its tributaries flowintermttently when
| ocal precipitation is sufficient.

The climate is generally that of an oceanic (Mediterranean)
type. Wthin the foothills of the site, the sumers are warner
and dryer while the winters becone cooler and wetter. The sun
shi nes about 60 percent of the time in the winter and 80 percent
in the summer. Rainfall averages 16 inches a year. The average

W nter tenperature is 48° F with average daily m ninmunms of 34° F.
In sumer, the average is 70° F, with the average daily maxi mum
being 91° F

4. SITE H STORY: Canp San Luis Ooi spo was established in 1928
as a California Arnmy National Guard (CARNG training canp. It
originally totaled 5,800 acres and was known as Canp Merriam
The U. S. Governnment acquired approxi mately 9,159 nore acres in
the early 1940s and used the Canp as an infantry division
training center during WWII, and as a signal corps training
center during the Korean Conflict.

Acqui sition of parcels occurred over a period of tine. A
parcel of 125.21 acres was transferred fromthe Departnment of the
Interior with a Public Land Order dated 4 August 1946. A parcel
of 4,010.74 acres was transferred fromthe Departnent of
Agriculture with a Use Permit dated 9 January 1943 to the War
Departnent. One parcel of 112.5 acres was acquired from John
Hubbard and Christine Theirs Hollister by a Declaration of Taking
(the date of the taking was not found). Four parcels were
acqui red through direct purchase; including 507 acres from Lucy
Turri to the United States of Anmerica (the Agency and the date of
the deed were not found), 2,495.92 acres fromMary Walter, et. al
to the United States of Anmerica (deed dated 30 January 1943, but
the agency is not known), 593.49 acres from Henry and Teresa
Glardi to the United States of Anerica (deed dated January 1943,
but the agency is not known), and 976.21 acres from John and
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Josephine Guidetti to the United States of Anmerica (deed dated 7
January 1943, but the agency is not known). A parcel of 178
acres was | eased from Ernest and Marquerite Vollnmer. A parcel of
80 acres was | eased fromthe Southern Pacific Conpany. Four
parcels totaling 5,880.09 acres were | eased fromthe State of
California. The dates of the |leases wth Vollner, Southern
Paci fi c Conpany, and the State were not determ ned. The
departnments to whomthe property was transferred were not
specified on the deeds. Total acreage consisted of 14,959.16
acres.

Canp San Luis Cbispo (CSLO was used by the U S. Arny from
1943-1946 as an infantry division training center during WVII,
with 20,000 soldiers at peak training; and as a signal corps
training center during the Korean conflict from 1951-1953. Uses
of the base included artillery, small arms, nortar, rocket, and
grenade ranges. Construction at the base included the typical
dwel I i ngs, garages, latrines, target houses, repair shops, and
m scel | aneous range structures.

The Canp was inactivated in 1946 and sonme properties were
rel eased back to the owners. 1|In 1951, the Canp was reactivated
with the establishnment of the Signal Corps training center.
Foll ow ng the Korean Conflict, the U S. Arny naintained the canp
in an inactive status. 1In 1965, the Canp was decl ared excess and
turned over to the GSA. The |and was relinqui shed as foll ows:

80 acres to the Southern Pacific Railway in Decenber, 1946; 178
acres to Ernest and Marguerite Vollnmer in Decenber, 1946;
4,685.12 acres excessed to GSA in 1965; 5,880.09 acres to the
State of California in Decenber 1965; 125.21 acres to the
Department of Interior in July 1965; and 4,010.74 to the
Departnent of Agriculture in June 1966. The GSA transferred its
excess property to other agencies and individuals in the 1960’ s —
1980’'s. Most of this property was transferred for educati onal
purposes with Cuesta College and Cal Poly University being

exanpl es.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres: 3,842. 15

For mer Use: Amruni ti on Ranges/ | npact Area

Present Use: Park; agriculture; school; cattle
grazi ng

Probabl e End Use: Park; agriculture; school; cattle
grazi ng

Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed

Type: Hand grenades; artillery; nortar;

rocket



AREA B

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA D

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

4,185. 43
Down Range and Buffer Area

Forest; cattle grazing
Forest; cattle grazing
Pot ent i al

Artillery

400. 00

Hospi t al

California Men’s Col ony Prison
California Men’s Col ony Prison
None

Not Applicabl e

716. 58

Adm ni strative

I ndustrial; college; agriculture
I ndustrial; college; agriculture
None

Type: Not Applicabl e
AREA E
Si ze, Acres: 5
Forner Use: G enade Court
Present Use: Col | ege
Probabl e End Use: Col | ege
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: G enades
AREA F
Si ze, Acres: 10
Forner Use: Grenade Courts
Present Use: Par k
Probabl e End Use: Par k
Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed
Type: G enades
AREA G (Active California Arny National Guard - PRP Site)
Si ze, Acres: 5, 800
For mer Use: Amruni ti on Ranges; | npact Areas;
Adm ni strative Areas
Present Use: Amruni ti on Ranges; | npact Areas;
Adm ni strative Areas
Probabl e End Use: Amruni ti on Ranges; | npact Areas;
Adm ni strative Areas
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed
Type: 3" Mortars, HE/WP, MK |I; 2.36” Rockets,
HE/ WP, M, MLO; 3.5” Rockets, HE/ WP,
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M8, MBO; 60m Mortar, HE/ WP, M9, MBO02;
81lmm Mortar, HE/ WP, M43/ 45, M7; 40mMm
G enade, HE/CS, MK II; Anti-tank M ne,
HE, ML; 75mm HE/ WP/ Snoke, M48, Mb4,
MB9:; 37mm HE, Mp4; 20mm HE, MWK |

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Canp

San Luis Obispo was conpleted by the U. S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, Rock Island District, in Septenber 1994.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 2; EE/ CA

AREA B: RAC 4; EE/ CA

AREA C. RAC 5; NOFA

AREA D: RAC 5; NCFA

AREA E: RAC 3; EE/ CA

AREA F: RAC 3; EE/ CA

AREA G PRP Site, geographic district nmust investigate

8 | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory G oup (TAG reviewed this ASR on 20 May 98 and

determ ned that an overall strategy for the site is RAC 2, EE/ CA
Wth site areas strategy as listed in paragraph 7. EE/CA is the
strategy for Areas A and F because of confirmed CE and for Areas
B and E because of potential OE. Strategy for Areas Cand Dis
NCFA because there is no evidence of OE. Area Gis currently the
active CARNG installation Canp San Luis Ooispo. This site was
under | ease to, and contam nated by, DOD during WWII and the
Korean Conflist. The site was contam nated by the CARNG pri or
to, in between and after DOD control. Area G today has an active
artillery range for the CARNG Previously, active State
controlled National Guard sites were treated the sane as active
DOD instal lations and therefore determ ned not eligible under
DERP- FUDS (and not assessed in this ASR), but recent
clarification of the policy from HQUSACE states that a State
controlled National Guard site (active or inactive) (NOT DCD
CONTROLLED) that was at anyti ne owned by or under the control of
DOD is eligible under DERP-FUDS. |t has been determ ned that
this site was contam nated by both DOD and CARNG therefore, the
TAG recommends Area G be investigated by the geographic district
as a PRP site.

CE Discovered during the Site Survey Team | nspection: During the
site visit, the site survey team found an expended hand grenade
fuze at a fornmer hand grenade range on the El Chorro Park
property (Area F). The teamalso saw a small coll ection of
artillery fragnents unearthed over the years during tractor

di sking by students and staff of property owned by Cal Poly
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University in Area A No other CE itens were seen during the
i nspecti on.

HNC Safety Coments: Safety concurs with the recommendati ons and
conclusions of the ASR.  An updated RAC Formw th a RAC score of
2 is attached for an overall assessnent of the project (M nus
Area Q.

Area A, Range/lnpact Area, 3,842.15 acres: Strategy of EE/CA is
based on confirmed findings of OE: (1) El Chorro Park personnel
stated they found OE (rockets) on their property. (2) The site
team saw a collection of artillery fragnents coll ected over the
years on the Cal Poly University property. (3) A grenade was
found on San Luis Cbispo County School property. (4) The 1986

| NPR for the Vol |l ner property nentions the discovery of artillery
items. (5) Interviews with enployees of Cuesta Coll ege reveal ed
the discovery of OE in 1983. (6) M. Lidberg of California Fish
and Gane, disclosed that there were past discoveries of snal
arns casings and fin assenblies.

Area B, Down Range and Buffer Area, 4,185.43 acres: Strategy of
EE/CA is based on the potential for CEE (1) The area is on the
outer fringes of known Korean Conflict era small arms firing
fans. (2) It is also on the outer fringes of the ranges

bel onging to the 5,800 acre CSLO ranges whi ch have been used
since well before WWII. (3) Aninterviewwth Harold G|

di sclosed that artillery training was conducted at the site
during WWII wth a potential for OE in this area because of its
proximty to the actively used ranges on the adjacent CSLO.

Area C, Hospital Area, 400.00 acres: NOFA applies since there is
no record that CE is present. This area is now the California
Men’ s Col ony Prison.

Area D, Adm nistrative Area, 716.58 acres: NOFA applies to this
area since it is located south and west of State Highway 1 in
what used to be an admi nistrative area of the former CSLO
Records indicate that alnost all training occurred north and east
of State H ghway 1.

Area E, Grenade Court, 5 acres: Based on historical docunents,
this area, |ocated on property south and west of State H ghway 1
now bel onging to Cuesta College, was the site of a grenade court.
However, there is no indication of OE in Area E and even during
construction of the college, no CE was found. Wile the ASR
originally recormended a strategy of NOFA, the TAG deci ded on

EE/ CA because of the prior history as a grenade court and the
limted acreage invol ved.



Area F, Grenade Courts, 10 acres: Based on findings of CE, the
strategy for these two 5 acre grenade courts |ocated at El Chorro
Park is EEfCA. A private contractor, hired by USACE in the |ate
1980s, discovered expended grenade fuzes and grenade fragnents
during an ordnance sweep. The CE team al so di scovered an
expended grenade fuze during its survey of the area.

Area G Range/lnpact Area/ Adm nistrative, 5,800 acres: This
area, the current Canp San Luis Obi spo owned by the CARNG is
recomended for geographic district PRP action.

O her Projects: There are four HTRWprojects for this site:
Project Numbers JO9CA203101, J09CA203102, J09CA203103, and
JO9CA203104 for landfills on National Guard property (first two
projects), County property and Cal Poly University property,
respectively.

Proposed Project: The author of the ASR states that an HTRW
(lead) project should be considered for 173.20 acres identified
on ASR plates as Area Hto the north of the Vollnmer and Cal Poly
University properties in Area A and outside the boundaries of the
site. The stated hazard is potential |ead contam nation from
Korea Conflict era small arnms firing fans which went beyond the
former CSLO boundary.

O her |ssues and Concerns: (1) There is nmuch rain in the wnter.
(2) Some of the terrain is very steep and rocky so that public
access is limted, (3) Property owner Vollner (Areas A and B)
opposes any renedi ation efforts.

CWM There were no historical records | ocated and no interviews
conducted that would indicate that CAWMis at this site.

Nat ural Resources: Federally-and State- |listed threatened
species occur within the site area. They are listed in ASR

Fi ndi ngs, para 3f and Table 3-2, pages 8-9. An on-site

i nspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may be
necessary to verify the presence, absence or location of |isted
species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR did not indicate if historical/
cultural resources were found to be present at the site. Any
intrusive nmeasures taken within the area will require oversight
by the State Historical Preservation Ofice and/or other I|ike
or gani zat i ons.



9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



