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1. SITE NAME: Fort Niagara

SITE NUMBER: C02NY061300

LOCATION:
City: Youngstown
County: Niagara
State: New York

PROJECT NUMBER: C02NY061303

CATEGORY: OE

INPR RAC: 3

ASR RAC: 5

TAG RAC: 3

2. POCs:

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION:
Name: David Brouwer Name: Eileen Barry
Office: CENAN-PP-E Office: CENAD-PM-M
Phone: (732) 435-0079 Phone: (718) 491-8767

ASR/INPR TEAM: HEADQUARTERS:
Name: Richard L. Pike Name: James Gibson
Office: CEHNC-OE-DC Office: CEMP-RF
Phone: (256) 895-1559 Phone: (202) 761-4709

ASR SUPPORT DISTRICT: ASR TECHNICAL REVIEWER:
Name: Joe W. Vann III Name: Richard A. Hale
Office: CEMVR-ED-DO Office: SIOAC-ESL
Phone: (309) 782-1484 Phone: (918) 420-8825

3. SITE DESCRIPTION: The former Fort Niagara is located at the
mouth of the Niagara River, near Youngstown, New York . The
former Fort Niagara is owned by the State of New York and is
managed as a state park by the Niagara Frontier State Park
Commission.
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4. SITE HISTORY:

a. The former Fort Niagara is a former colonial military
outpost. Possession was taken by United States troops in 1796,
under terms of the Jay Treaty of 1794. Fort Niagara was
surrendered to Great Britain in 1813, and not reoccupied by the
United States until 1815. It continued to serve as a small
artillery and infantry garrison, being abandoned for brief
periods of time, as soldiers were needed elsewhere.

b. On 8 July 1841, the Governor of New York conveyed 288.49
acres in fee to the War Department. Construction projects began
and continued throughout the remainder of the nineteenth century
including new gun platforms, barracks and a thousand-yard rifle
range constructed in 1885. Fort Niagara was used as a training
center for volunteers in the Philippine Insurrection of 1899,
and as a Reserve Officers Training Camp in 1917-1918.

c. From 1922 until 1940, one battalion of the 28th Infantry
garrisoned the former Fort Niagara. The post was also used as a
Civilian Conservation Corps Camp and a Civilian Military
Training Camp. In 1934 the fort was leased by the War
Department to the Old Fort Niagara Association, a private
historical organization which still controls this area, under
the supervision of the Niagara Frontier Park Commission.

d. From 1941 until 1943 Fort Niagara served as a reception
center for Army inductees. From 1944 until 1946 it served as a
separation center and a German Prisoner of War Camp. On 22
January 1946, Fort Niagara was declared excess and the barracks
were used as a veteran’s housing project. On 2 May 1949, Fort
Niagara’s 288.49 acres in fee reverted to the State of New York,
which in turn conveyed the site to the Niagara Frontier Park
Commission.

e. From August 1949 until June 1953, Bldg. 13 and the
surrounding 3.12 acres were leased and used by the U.S. Air
Force as a radar site. In February 1953, the Department of the
Army entered into a lease of 275 acres of Fort Niagara, for a
period of three years. Excluded in this lease was the area
known as Old Fort Niagara, the 1812 cemetery, and the U.S. Coast
Guard Station. The Post served as Headquarters of the 2nd Anti-
Aircraft Artillery (AAA) Group. A single battery of sixteen
90mm guns was actually stationed at the site, all other
batteries being dispersed throughout the Niagara Frontier. The
90mm guns were test fired for range on January 8-20, 1954. These
batteries soon became obsolete and were replaced by Nike
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Missiles in 1955. None of these missile sites were actually
located at Fort Niagara, however it remained the headquarters
and support center. The lease of 1953 was extended and modified
several times with property being returned to the state . The
final closing ceremony for Fort Niagara was held 30 June 1963.

f. On 31 August 1964 the Department of the Army terminated
its lease with the Park Commission and all lands and property
reverted to the State of New York. In 1965-1966 the Niagara
Frontier Park Commission removed most of the twentieth century
buildings of New Fort Niagara to clear the area for a
recreational park. Today the area remains as the Fort Niagara
State Park.

5. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Area A: Size: 53.156 acres
Former Usage: Rifle Range

/1000” Machine Gun Range
Present Usage: State Park
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence No Ordnance Presence

Area B: Size: .572 acres
Former Usage: Pistol Range/

Antiaircraft Range
Present Usage: State Park
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence No Ordnance Presence

Area C: Size: .116 acres
Former Usage: Skeet Range
Present Usage: State Park
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence No Ordnance Presence

Area D: Size: 230.656 acres
Former Usage: Military Reservation
Present Usage: State Park
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence No Ordnance Presence

Area E: Size: 1.653 acres
Former Usage: Offshore Dump
Present Usage: Lake Ontario Commercial

and Rec. Waterway
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence: Potential

Type: 3” Stokes Mortar Practice,
Inert MK VI Trench Mortar
fuzes, VB-1 Grenade
Dischargers
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*Area F: Size: 41,134.965 acres
Former Usage: 90mm Firing Fan
Present Usage: Lake Ontario Commercial

and Rec. Waterway
Probable End Usage: Same as Above
Ordnance Presence Potential

Type: 90MM Projectiles

* The former Fort Niagara 90mm firing fan (Area F) is used to
document the firing conducted and in no way should be construed
as a part of the FDE, nor is it intended to become part of the
FDE. It is used only for purposes of clarification. While DERP
FUDS eligible, in accordance with current policy, it is not
eligible for inclusion in the FUDS database.

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for the
former Fort Niagara was completed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Rock Island District in February 1999.

7. STRATEGY:

Area A: NDAI
Area B: NDAI
Area C: NDAI
Area D: NDAI
Area E: EE/CA
Area F: NDAI

8. ISSUES AND CONCERNS:

a. The Huntsville Center Technical Advisory Group (TAG) met
and discussed this ASR on 22 September 1999. Potential ordnance
presence and the resulting strategy determined for this site can
be found in paragraphs 5 and 7 of this Fact Sheet. The TAG
determined that a Risk Assessment Code (RAC) score of 3 was
appropriate for this site, based on the potential presence of
remaining ordnance in Area E of subject report. A revised RAC
worksheet is attached.

b. There may be known Federally-and State-listed species
occurring in the site area. An on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of listed species, or
natural communities.
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9. SCHEDULED SUMMARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDING/BUDGET SUMMARY: For Official Use Only
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