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1. SITE NAME Needl es Divi sion Canp

SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA050500

LOCATI ON:
Cty: Needl| es
County: San Bernardi no County
St at e: California

PRQIECT NUMBER: JO9CA050501

CATEGORY: CE

| NPR RAC: 3

ASR RAC: 4

TAG RAC: 4

2. POC S:

3

of 79, 366. 59 acres,
of the city of Needl es,
t hese acres,

GEOCGRAPHI C DI STRI CT:
Nane: Trudy Knutson
O fice: CESPL-PM
Phone: 213-452-3990

HEADQUARTERS:

Name: Mohi nder K. Sai ni
Ofice: CEMP-RF

Phone: 202-761-1594

ASR SUPPORT DI STRI CT:
Nane: Jodi L. Bausnan
Ofice: CEMWR-ED DO
Phone: 309-794-6157

SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

proj ect nunber, JO9CA007101,

addi ti on,

The f or mer

CGEQOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Narme: Ant hony L. Mei
O fice: CESPD-PMR
Phone: 415-977-8247

ASR/ | NPR TEAM LEADER:
Nane: Richard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEHNC CE-DC
Phone: 256-895-1559

ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVNER:
Name: Thomas M Meeknma
O fice: SIOAC ESL

Phone: 815-273-8739

Needl es Division Canp consists
| ocated in a vast area north, south, and west
in San Bernardino County, California. O
776.84 were investigated under a separate DERP-FUDS
CAMA Auxiliary Airfield-Needles. In
the ASR teamidentified 32,628 acres of land, a



maneuver area, extendi ng west and sout hwest of the western
boundary of Needl es Division Canp. The reconmmended proj ect
acreage is therefore 111,217.75 acres. The majority of the site
(63,211.59 acres) is currently owned by the Departnment of the
Interior and is under the control of the Bureau of Land
Managenment. Lands in and around the city of Needles, |ocated on
the eastern site boundary, have been devel oped for both
residential and commercial uses by nunerous private | andowners.

The current city of Needles is |ocated approximately 10 m |l es
north of the airport on the eastern site boundary. Interstate 40
passes through both the northern and eastern parts of the project
area. California H ghway 95 passes north-south through the
eastern and southern portions of the project area. The western
portions of the site are not easily accessible from nmajor
r oadways.

The majority of the former canp area is conprised of barren
rolling desert terrain characterized by roughly parallel
mount ai ns separated by alluvial basins. Standard vegetation
types scattered through this desert area are cresote bush
grasses, and abundant | ow desert shrubs. Large iron wood and
pal o verde trees also are present in the many shal | ow washes of
the area. No pernmanent bodies of water are present, although the
Col orado River flows past the eastern boundary.

The climate follows the desert pattern of hot, dry sunmers
W th tenperatures exceeding 100° F, and cool winters with January

m ni muns of 37° F. Day to night tenperature differences are 30
to 35 degrees. Average annual precipitation is |less than four
i nches.

4. SITE H STORY: The Arny acquired a total of 79, 366.59 acres
for establishnment of Needles Division Canp as follows: 37,701.27
acres transferred fromthe Departnment of the Interior by Public
Land Order No. 1, dated June 20, 1942; 25,510.32 acres fromthe
Department of the Interior by Use Permt dated April 24, 1942;

15, 840 acres from Sout hern Pacific Conpany by Perm ssive Use
Agreenent dated February 11, 1942; 315 acres |eased fromthe
State of California under Lease No. W4-193-eng-2403.

In the establishnment of the Desert Training Center, |ater
called the California-Arizona Maneuver Area (CAMR), the Needl es
Di vision Canp was one of the |ocations selected for a divisional
cantonnment to be used as a canpsite and maneuver area during
WN Il troop training exercises. The CAMA invol ved approxi mately
12 mllion acres of |and under the jurisdiction of the Arny
Ground Forces for the special purpose of training nechanized
units to live and fight in the desert, to test and devel op
sui t abl e equi pnrent, and to devel op tactical doctrine, techniques,
and traini ng nethods.
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| mprovenents to Needles Division Canp included 14 showers,
29 latrines, 62 adm nistration buildings, and one m scel | aneous
buil ding. Specifically, facilities included 2 site hospitals, an
evacuation hospital, an aid station, a rail head, storage depots
for the storage of training chem cal agents, storage depots for
the storage of ordnance and expl osives, storage depots for the
storage of general supplies, a comrunications center, a water

supply point, an air field, and a canpsite.

Despite the title of the site, an arny division was not
positioned at Needles. The 3'¢ Special Troops Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachnment was positioned in Needles to supervise
and adm nister Arny Service Units who supported divisional units
fromthat | ocation. Also, the 355th Engi neer General Service
Regi ment was assigned to Needles from 17 Decenber 1942 to 9
August 1943. The purpose of this type of regiment was to provide
speci al i zed constructi on and devel opnent servi ces.

Al'l acreage (79,366.59 total) was decl ared surplus on March
16, 1944. Disposals were as follows: 37,701.27 acres
relinquished to the Departnment of the Interior on January 13,
1947 by Public Land Order 342; 25,510.32 acres relinquished to
the Departnent of the Interior by letter dated April 18, 1949;

15,840 acres by Perm ssive Use Agreenent fromthe Southern

Paci fi c Conpany term nated on January 16,

No. WD9- 193- eng- 2403,
term nated on June 5,

5.

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

1956; 315 acres, Lease

|l eased fromthe State of California
1944.

64, 652. 00
Cant onnent / Canpsite Area

Present Use: Resi dential, Comercial, Barren Desert
Probabl e End Use: Residential, Commercial, Barren Desert
Ordnance Presence: Pot enti al
Type: Bonbs, Projectiles, G enades, n nes,
Smal | Arns Ammuni tion
AREA B
Si ze, Acres: 14, 715. 00
Former Use: Maneuver Area “A’
Present Use: Barren Desert
Probabl e End Use: Barren Desert
Ordnance Presence: Pot enti al
Type: Bonbs, Projectiles, G enades, nnes,

Small Arns Ammuni tion



AREA C

Si ze, Acres: 32, 628. 00
Former Use: Maneuver Area “B” (Additional Land)
Present Use: Barren Desert
Probabl e End Use: Barren Desert
Ordnance Presence: Pot ent i al
Type: Bonbs, Projectiles, G enades, nnes,

Small Arns Ammuni tion

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Needles
Di vision Canp was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
Rock Island District, in Cctober 1997.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A:  RAC 4; EE/ CA
AREA B: RAC 4; EE/ CA
AREA C. RAC 4; EE/ CA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Technical

Advi sory G oup reviewed this ASR on 19 May 1998 and determ ned
RAC 4, EE/CA for Areas A B, and C based on: (1) Hi storica
docunents which state that bonbs, m nes, grenades and projectiles
may be present on CAMA | ands (ASR, Appendi x H docunents), and (2)
Deduddi ng maps whi ch indicate past and present evidence of CE

Al so, although the ASR i nspection teamdid not find any evi dence
of OE on the surface of any area lands, they did find an

expl osi ve ordnance di sposal report concerning di scovery and
destruction of a 75mm hi gh expl osi ve round 30 m nutes south of
Needl es. In addition, a newspaper article states a man drove up
with a 75mmprojectile in the back of this truck. These 75mm
cartridges could have been found in any one of the three areas.
Records of maneuvers occurring at or near the Needl es D vision
Canmp could not be |ocated. Recomend the geographical district
add the acreage in Area Cto this project.

HNC Safety Coments: Safety concurs with the recommendati ons and
conclusions of the ASR He mentions that CA5 was used at the
site and that m nes should be added to the RAC form This would
not affect the RAC score of 4.

Area A, Cantonnent/Canpsite Area, 64,652.00 acres: This area

i ncl udes 800 acres of developed land in the vicinity of Needl es.
De- duddi ng maps indicate that this area was de-dudded and cl eared
for unrestricted use. Even so, because Areas B and C border this
area, there may be the potential for CE. The acreage of 64, 652
nmust be reduced by 776.84 acres, which was investigated in 1994
as a separate DERP-FUDS project, CAVA Auxiliary Airfield-Needles,
proj ect nunmber J0O9CA007101.



Area B, Maneuver Area “A’, 14,715.00 acres and Area C, Maneuver
Area “B", 32,628.00 acres : A de-dudding nmap and docunents
indicate that these areas were de-dudded maneuver areas wth
surface use only restrictions due to possible subsurface bonb,
projectile, and mssile hazards. The ASR states that although
these areas are renote, they are becom ng increasingly popul ar
with off road vehicle enthusiasts. Danger signs are posted but
seemto have little effect in deterring entry. Recomend
inclusion of Area Cin this project.

O her Considerations, Areas A thru C. Poi sonous snakes, spiders,
and scorpions may be present in all of the site areas. Four
wheel drive vehicles are necessary to access nost of the site
lands. On site visits nust be coordinated with the | ocal
Sheriff's Ofice. Access to site |lands are predom nately
uncontrol | ed.

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species occur
within the site area. They are listed in ASR Fi ndi ngs, para 3f
and Table 3-2, pages 6-7. An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may still be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or l|ocation of |isted species, or natural
comuni ties.

Hi storical Resources: Records indicate that a cultural resources
survey has been conducted on only a very small portion of the
project area and that cultural or historical resources do exist.
Based on an inconplete survey, any intrusive neasures taken
within the area will require oversight by the State Historica
Preservation O fice (SHPO and/or other |ike organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



