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3. SI TE DESCRI PTI ON: Meehan Range consists of 11,130 acres, of
whi ch 894 acres cannot be physically accounted for, |ocated 9
mles northwest of Key Field and due west of Meridian,

M ssissippi. The general area may be characterized as sparsely
popul ated, hilly, dense woodl and, with occasional tracts of
clear-cut property utilized for pasture, cultivation and
residences. Tinber harvesting is an inportant activity within
the site, with nmuch of the property owned by the |unber industry.
A smal| percentage of the site is suitable for tillage and
pasture, to include the target area itself. The target area
consists of 70 acres and is currently utilized as pasture. The
target area lies on a gently sloped plain between hills. The
predom nance of steeply sloped, hilly terrain and occasional to
frequent flooding of nuch of the level |and, precludes w de scale
urbani zation of this site. The target area itself |acks
subsurface properties that would allow installation of septic
facilities.

4. SITE H STORY: The Arny Air Corps stated a requirenent for a
bonmbi ng range in the Meehan area of Lauderdal e County in Qctober
of 1941. Lease negotiations were initiated shortly thereafter,
and beginning in January 1942, elenents of the Third Ar Force
used a small portion of this 11,130 acre site as an
air-to-ground, small arns target and bonbing range. The Arny Air
Corps and the owners subsequently failed to cone to terns over

m neral and tinber harvesting rights, and valid | eases were never
obtained. Failing this, the Army Air Corps declared its
intention to abandon Meehan Range in June 1942. Lacking
alternate facilities, the Arny Air Corps continued utilizing the
range until the Pachuta Bonbi ng Range becane avail able later in
that year. Al properties reverted back to their original owners
after termnation of Arny Air Corps activities. Oficial records
descri bing type of ordnance dropped or fired at inpact areas,
specifying type of aircraft, bonbing altitudes, direction of
aircraft approach, or type of target have been | ost or destroyed.
The ordnance types listed are those known to have been in
general use at the tine the range was acti ve.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA "A": Target Area

Si ze, Acres: 70 acres

Former Use: Smal | arns target, bonb target,
air-to-ground target

Present Use: Pastures, cultivation, residentia

Probabl e End Use: Sane
Ordnance Presence: Potenti al
Type: Practi ce Bonbs



AREA "B":

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

AREA "C':
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Saf ety Zone

614 acres

Saf ety Zone

Pastures, cultivation, residential
Sane

Uncont am nat ed

Remai ni ng Land

9,552. (8,658 acres physically accounted
for and 894 acres unaccounted for)
Remai ni ng | and

Pastures, cultivation, residential

Sanme

Uncont am nat ed

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The Archives Search Report (ASR) was
conpleted in March 1995. This site underwent Technical Advisory
Goup (TAG review on 26 July 1995. The TAG reviewed this fact
sheet again on 11 April 1996 to ensure that the recomended
strategy conplied with current guidelines. That TAG recommended
an Expanded Site Investigation (ESI).

This ASR was given further review and the reviewer presented it
to the TAG again on 5 Novenber 1997 with a recommendati on of No
Further Action (NOFA) because of the 50 years of continuous
cultivation with no ordnance and expl osives (OE) presence in
recent years. The TAG tabled this ASR until an ESI could be
performed to possible change this site to a NOFA

7. STRATEGY: EE/ CA (RAC 4)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The TAG net and di scussed this ASR
again on 27 Cctober 1998 and determ ned a strategy of RAC 4;

EE/ CA. Discussion revealed that a potential still exists for
subsurface OE presence in the wooded areas.

An ESI was conducted by the Huntsville Center on 27-28 August
1998 (See attached Trip Report). Messrs. Karl Bl ankinship,

Proj ect Manager, and M ke Sl ovak, Safety Specialist, visited the
site. They used a magnetoneter to survey the open field and the
wooded areas which were identified as the target area. No
intrusive activities were conducted. During this check of the
former target area, no significant anonalies were detected. 1In
addition to this subsurface check, there were no signs of OE or
CE related material on the surface. Based on the findings during
this ESI and the information contained in the ASR, recommend that
this site remain a RAC 4 but that no further action be planned.
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Interviews with | ocal residents indicate that unknown quantities
of practice bonbs of various weights, and snmall arns amrunition
in strafing operations, were expended into the Meehan Range.

Al t hough no records exist to indicate types and quantities of
ordnance expended, interviews with |ocal residents who
participated in clearance operations, and historical data
relative to the type of armanent and payl oads of the aircraft
utilizing the range provides a fairly clear indication of the
types of CE presence. One area, 70 acres, was designated as the
target area, and 614 acres were set aside as a safety zone.
Interviews with |Iocal residents who wi tnessed the bonbi ng
practice indicate that the bonbing runs were conducted at about
500 feet. Bonb runs at this level provide very little
opportunity for ordnance to |and outside the target area.
Interviews with local residents indicate that no ordnance was
ever found outside the target area. Cl earance activities were
undertaken i mredi ately upon rel ease of the property back to the
original owners. Debris renoved fromthe site indicated that
practice bonbs (4 foot long |ight steel bonb casings, sand) and
smal |l arns ammunition (cartridge cases, caliber uncertain) were
the only ordnance dropped or expended during strafing runs.

Wt nesses described a | ack of the detonation of high expl osives
during the practice mssions, and the tinber harvested off the
i npact area has not reveal ed shrapnel.

The P-39D/ K/'N Fi ghter Bonber, an aircraft known to exist within
the conplenent utilizing the range, was equi pped with a 37mm

cannon. However, no evidence of 37mm expended rounds exists to
indicate that this armanent was utilized in strafing operations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



