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3. SITE DESCRI PTI ON:

The former Lowell Ordnance Plant consists of two separate
facilities in Lowell, Massachusetts in Mddlesex County. Lowell



Ordnance Plant #1 was | ocated at 117 Marginal St and consisted of
12 acres situated along the south bank of the Merrimack River in
the northwest area of the city. Lowell Ordnance Pl ant #2 was

| ocated five mles southwest of Plant #1, partially in the towns
of Billerica and Tewksbury, and consisted of approximtely 144
acres, along the east bank of the Concord River.

4. SITE H STORY

On March 27,1942, negotiations began for the construction of
a small arns ammunition plant. The design contractor, Lockwood-
Greens Engineers, Inc., began working on the production | ayouts
in April 1942 at Bridgeport, Connecticut, the home of Rem ngton
Arnms Conpany. Rem ngton was designated as the operator of the
new facility which woul d becone known as the Lowel | Ordnance
Pl ant, a governnent owned, contractor-operated (GOCO
installation. The facility was ready for operation in the fal
of 1942.

Pl ant #1 contai ned several buildings, of which three were
used as wool storage warehouses. It was decided that Plant #1
woul d be the site of the adm nistration building, storage
bui | di ngs and the manufacturing facility for .50 caliber casings.
Pl ant #2 consisted of 19 buildings which were built before W\
for the manufacture of amrunition by the U S. Cartridge Co. Due
to being the nore isolated area, Plant #2 was designated to be
the area of all hazardous operations including priner
manuf acturi ng, | oadi ng, powder storage and prinmer storage. Al
casi ngs were brought by truck fromPlant #1, |oaded with
expl osives and shipped out by rail fromPlant #2. Between
Novenber 1942 and Decenber 1943, over 71 mllion .50 caliber
rounds were accepted by the Ordnance Departnent fromthe Lowell
facility.

After cessation of .50 caliber amunition manufacturing at
Plant #2 in Decenber 1943, the Governnment |let a contract with
Ceneral Electric to produce T-30, 4.5" rocket |aunchers. This
contract was termnated in Decenber 1944. |In May 1945, Rewel ec
Manuf act uri ng Conpany began produci ng secret el ectronic devices
at Plant #2. This contract ended in Novenber 1945 and the site
was decl ared surplus in Decenber 1945. |In May 1950, the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation sold Plant #2 to the Tewksbury
Devel opnent Corporation. In August 1946, the War Assets
Adm ni stration approved the sale of the |and, buildings and
machi nery at Plant #1 to the CGeneral Electric Conpany.



5. PROQJIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Plant #1. Size, Acres: 12
For mer Use: Manuf acturing, Storage
and Adm ni stration Areas
Present Use: Vacant Pl ant except for
20% of one buil di ng
Probabl e End Use: Possi bl e Manuf acturing
Ordnance Presence: None
Pl ant #2: Size, Acres: 144

Former Use:
Present Use:

Pr obabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

6. CURRENT STATUS:

Ordnance manuf act uri ng,
Storage and testing area
Manuf acturing mlitary

m ssi |l e conponents

Sanme as above

Confi r med

.50 Cal i ber casings
Potential 20 and 30mm rds

The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Lowell Ordnance Pl ant
was conpleted by the U. S. Arny corps of Engineers, St. Louis
District, in Decenber 1993.

7. STRATEGY:
Pl ant #1: NOFA
Plant #2: EE/ CA (RAC 3)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS:

The Huntsville Center Techni cal

di scussed this ASR on 27 Cctober

Advi sory Group (TAG net and
1998 and det erm ned NOFA for

Plant #1 as no OE related activities occurred at this |ocation

during \ar
(RAC 3) for the Plant #2 area as there is a potenti al
and around the Firing Range.

Depart ment owner shi p.

Assessnent Code formis attached.
ordnance buil di ngs have been replaced by an integrated nodern

manufacturing facility.

The TAG determ ned an EE/ CA

for CE in

An updated and revi sed Ri sk

of the old separate

Bui l dings # s 30, 32, 70A and 70B whi ch

were once thought to be contam nated with | ead azi de and nercury
ful mnate have all been razed and a parking | ot covers sone of
this area. Building #98 (Firing Range) and the old storage areas
around it in the northern portion of Plant #2 have been all owed
to return to a natural wetland and are usually underwater.

Rayt heon and the Corps of Engineers have drilled wells and
groundwat er contam nation is currently being nonitored.
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Anal ysis of the soil in these areas may be warranted to determ ne
if further renedial actions are necessary.

Projectiles around 30nmmin size, were found on the surface of
Pl ant #2 (See attached photographs). The historical
docunentation for this site does not nention the plant producing
this type ammunition for the U S. Governnment. By the historica
docunentation, only .50 caliber small arns amrunition was
produced for the U S. Governnent. This |ack of historical
docunent ation raises the question as to Potential Responsible
Party for this site. This issue needs to be resolved before any
addi tional work can proceed.

Based on the investigation of historical records revi ewed,
the results of the site survey and interviews, there is no
evi dence of Chemi cal Warfare Materials ever being stored, used or
di sposed of at this FUDS.

There are known Federally-and State-listed species occurring
inthe site area. An on-site inspection by appropriate State and
Federal personnel nay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



