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1. SITE NAME Little River Battery

SI TE NUMBER: DO1MEO52000
LOCATI ON:

Cty: Bel f ast

Count y: Wal do County

St at e: Mai ne
PRQIECT NUMBER: DO1MEO52001
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 3
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC. 5

2. POC S

GECGRAPHI C DI STRI CT: GECGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nare: Bill Holtham Nare: Celia Oge
O fice: CENAE-PD-M O fice: CENAD- PP-S
Phone: 617-647-8670 Phone: 212-264-6484
HEADQUARTERS PCC: ASR/ | NPR TEAM LEADER:
Nare: J.R @ bson Nare: Richard L. Pike
O fice: CEMP-RF O fice: CEHNG OE-DC
Phone: 202-761-4709 Phone: 256-895- 1559
ASR SUPPORT DI STRI CT: ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVEER:
Nane: Chri stopher J. Churney Nane: Thomas M Meekna
O fice: CEMWR-ED DO O fice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 309-782-1491 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SITE DESCRIPTION:. The remains of the fornmer Little River
Battery is currently |ocated on a 0.36 acre parcel of |and that
was part of an estimated total site acreage of four to five
acres. Little River Battery is located in Belfast, in Wl do
County, Maine off Route 1, at the end of a private access dirt



road cal l ed Battery Road. Most of the battery area, including
the ammuni ti on storage bunker, was on | and now owned by Jonat han
A. Kriebel. The entire site is privately owned and used for
year-round and summer residences.

The site borders Belfast Bay on the eastern border of the
site. The maxinmum el evation of the site is approximtely 25-30
feet above sea |l evel and inclines eastward down to the bay.
There are no permanent surface water features within site
boundari es and surface drainage is directly into Bel fast Bay.

The climate of the site is nodified by the i nmedi ate
proximty of the Atlantic Ocean so that sunmer tenperatures are
cooler and w nter tenperatures are higher than areas inland. The

average tenperature for July is 68.3° F with an average maxi mum
of 79.6° F. The January average is 22.2° F with the average

mnimumat 11.9° F. Extrenmes have been 98° F and -28° F. Average
yearly rainfall is 48.7 inches and the average for snowis 59
i nches.

4. SITE H STORY: The United States Arny built and used the
Little River Battery during the period of the Cvil War as a
coastal defense against confederate raiders. The |and was owned
by M. Erastus Freeman, who had purchased it in 1855. No deeds
have been found which show how the site was acquired, exactly
when it was acquired, or the acreage acquired. A deed in Book
221/ Page 433 | ocated at the Wal do County Regi stry of Deeds
indicates that the battery lot was five acres. However, a
historical map in the ASR at L-2 indicates that the site was four
acres in size.

At the height of the Cvil War, the Governor of Maine urged
the War Departnent to provide additional defenses along the Mine
Coast. CPT Thomas L. Casey of the regular arny arrived in
Bel fast to nmake arrangenents for the construction of two
tenporary batteries, Little River Battery and one on the opposite
shore of Belfast Bay at Mnister’s Point. A contractor under the
supervision of the United States Arny Corps of Engineers
conpleted the batteries in Novenber, 1863.

The battery was 150 feet long with five parapets that were
ei ght feet high, 18 feet wide at the top, and 28 feet wide at the
base. Earth and stone were pounded into a solid nass and the
entire mass was covered with turf. Five cannon were nounted at
the battery: two 24 pound rifled cannon and three 32 pound
snoot h- bore cannon. Approxinmately 40 feet to the rear of the
parapets, a magazine of |ogs, earth and stone was built with
wal |'s and a roof 10 feet thick. The nagazine was conpleted in
Novenber 1863, but no ammunition was stored there until after
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January 1864. Whoden barracks were built in June 1864. A
st orehouse was also built at the site.

By Septenber 1865, only three guns manned by three soldiers
were left at the site and it was recommended that the use of the
battery be discontinued. |In Decenber 1865, the renaining guns of
Little River Battery were renoved and sent to Fort Knox, Maine,
and the battery was dismantled. No information was found
regarding the date or nethod of disposal of the site. On 4 My
1889, M. Freeman sold the land to M. George Johnson. The only
remai ning part of the battery is the southern corner. The
magazine is still present, but has caved in and is in a state of
di srepair. No other structures renain.

5. PRQJECT DESCRI PTI ON:

AREA A

Si ze, Acres: 1

Former Use: Battery Area

Present Use: Resi denti al

Probabl e End Use: Resi denti a

Ordnance Presence: None

AREA B

Si ze, Acres: 3

For mer Use: Remai ni ng Land

Present Use: Resi denti al

Probabl e End Use: Resi denti a

Ordnance Presence: None

AREA C

Si ze, Acres: 5

For mer Use: Firing Fan — Additional Lands
Present Use: State of Maine-Public Waterway
Probabl e End Use: State of Mai ne-Public Waterway
Ordnance Presence: None

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Little
Ri ver Battery was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
Rock Island District, in March 1998.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A  RAC 5; NOFA
AREA B: RAC 5; NOFA
AREA C. RAC 5; NOFA (Not included as I NPR acreage for site)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsvile Center Technical Advisory
G oup net and discussed this ASR on 29 July 1998 and agree with
the ASR recomendation, and with the USAESCH Saf ety Comments,
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that the correct strategy for this site is RAC 5, NOFA, although
the ASR indicated RAC 3. In addition, Area C acreage, which was
not included in the INPR, should not be added to the project,

al though it was added in the ASR

The ASR recomendation for a strategy of RAC 3 is based on
the slight potential for ammunition, underwater in the bay, that
may have been fired during practice fromLittle R ver Battery.
However, there is no evidence that practice firings occurred and
there are no reports that OE has ever been found. Since there is
no reasonabl e expectation that OE is present, and it is
underwater, RAC 5, NOFA is the appropriate strategy.

HNC Safety Comrents: Does not concur with RAC 3 for Area C and
recommends RAC 5, NCOFA for Area C, thus making the entire site
RAC 5, NOFA. Rational is: (1) Alocal historian believes, but
does not know, that the cannons were fired during a cel ebration.
Al so, he did not know if rounds were fired. (2) Paragraph 7a(2)
of the ASR defines potential OE: by definition, Area C does not
have the potential for OE. (3) There are no reports of CE ever
being found in Belfast Bay or on the beach due to storns. In his
response, the ASR author still contends that it is reasonable to
assune that sone practice firing occurred. Although the ASR
recommended EE/ CA while stating that NOFA shoul d be consi dered,

t he aut hor deferred nmaki ng any changes to the ASR pendi ng recei pt
of TAGresults. An updated RAC for the site with a score of 51is
at t ached.

CWt  The ASR does not nention that there is or is not any
probability of CWM at this site.

Q her Projects: None

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species do not
occur within the site area. However, an on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of |isted species, or
natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: The Maine Historic Preservati on Conm ssion
conducted a site inventory inspection on Little River Battery in
1986. No changes have occurred since the tine of this inventory.
Any intrusive neasures taken at the site will require oversight
by the State Historical Preservation Ofice and/or other I|ike

or gani zat i ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY:  NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: NA NOFA
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