FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
SEPTEMBER 1996
HNC REVI SION: 9 APRI L 1997
TAG REVI EW DATE: 6 May 1997

1. SI TE NAME: El Centro Rocket Target Range No. 2(#93)
SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA014700
LOCATI ON:
Cty: El Centro
County: | mperi al
St at e: California

PROJECT NUMBER: J09CA014701

CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 3
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC: 3(Low priority)
2. PQOC s:
TECHNI CAL MANAGER: GEO DI STRI CT POC:
Nane: Robert V. Nore Nane: Trudy Knutson
O fice: CEHNG OE-DC Ofice: CESPL-PM
Phone: 205-895-1507 Phone: 213-452-3990
GEO DI VI SI ON PCC: HEADQUARTERS PCC.:
Name: Ant hony L. Mei Name: Mohi nder K. Sai ni
O fice: CESPD PM R Ofice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 415-977-8247 Phone: 202-761-1594
SUPPCRT DI STRI CT (ASR) PCC. ASR TAG REVI EW PQOC:
Name: Rochell e R Ross Name: Thomas M Meekma
Ofice: CELMs-PM M Ofice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 314-331-8784 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SITE DESCRI PTION: The forner El Centro Rocket Target Range
No. 2(#93), consisting of 400 acres, is located in the east 1/2
and the north 1/2 of the northwest 1/4 of Section 13, Township 14
Sout h, Range 12 East, approximately 5.9 mles west of California
H ghway 86 and north of the city of El Centro, Inperial County,



California. Directions fromlnperial Avenue and Main Street in
El Centro are: proceed north 8.4 mles, turn left on Keystone(3
mles), right on Forrester(0.9 mles), left onImer(3.1 mles),
north on access road(1l.16 mles) to the southeast corner of
Section 13. An active Navy target area borders the site to the
west. Agricultural land is |ocated one to two mles east of the
site and a powerline service road transects the northwest and
sout hwest corners of the site. Shifting of sand caused by w nds
coul d cover ordnance at the site. The former site is under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Managenment (BLM and remnains
uncul tivated, undevel oped, rough desert | and.

The site is located in the Inperial Valley which has a
desert climate and records a hi gher percentage of sunshine than
any other place in the United States. Specifically, the site is
in the Salton Trough section of the Basin and Range physi ographic
province which is characterized by desert alluvial slopes and
deltaic plains. The site areais in a relatively flat terrain.
Vegetation is sparse and low | ying. The topography of the area
rises gently to the southwest. The elevation ranges froma high
of 60 feet above sea level to a |ow of 60 feet bel ow sea |evel
Drainage is east into Fillaree Canal and Thistle Canal, both of
which drain into the New River. It flows to the south into the
Al American Canal which flows east along the Mexican border and
enpties into the Col orado River near Yuma, Arizona. The Col orado
Ri ver flows south and enpties into the Gulf of California.

4. SITE H STORY: I n Decenber, 1944, the El eventh Naval

District requested acquisition of this 400-acre site fromthe
Departnent of Interior for use as a practice rocket, bonbing, and
strafing target site for fleet training. No further information
concerning acquisition of the site was found. |In addition, ASR
researchers failed to find specific docunentation pertaining to
the type of ordnance used on the site.

El Centro Naval Air Facility and other Naval installations
in the area probably used this site for training. On April 23,
1945, the Conmander of the 11th Naval District changed the
nunbering systemof all El Centro targets. El Centro Target #2
became El Centro Target #93. The Navy di scontinued use of Target
#93 on Cctober 24, 1946. Reportedly, steps were being initiated
at that tinme to return the property to its prior state.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 400. 00

For mer Use: Target Area for practice bonbs and
| ow- | evel rocket training

Present Use: Undevel oped BLM property

Probabl e End Use: Sanme as present



Ordnance Presence: Confi r med

Type: Parachute flares; Bl asting caps
[ fuses;.50-caliber clips/casings; 25-
| b bonb(observed offsite);5” rocket
war head, MK 1 series(practice
version); 3.25" rocket notor; 20mm
projectile, TP-T;20mm TP; 2.2" rocket
notor; 2. 25" target rocket;3 Ib.
m ni ature practice bonb; electrical
cable for 2.25" and 3.25" rockets.

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The draft Archives Search Report for E
Centro Rocket Target Range No. 2(#93) was conpleted by the U S
Arny Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, in Septenber 1996.

7.  STRATEGY: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The recommended strategy is EEFCA with
a RAC 3. Cenerally speaking, findings of OE and OE debris were

| ocated in the northern area of the site. Although the ASR
research did not |ocate a docunent which identified a target ring
at the site, an aerial photograph dated 1949 shows a circul ar
shaped feature at the central northern boundary of the site which
coul d have been the target circle. This possibility was verified
by the ASR site survey inspection teamwhich did find many OE and
CE related itens in that particul ar area.

HNC Safety Coments: (1) One safety coment concerning the ASR

whi ch has not been corrected, is an observation that there is an
i nconsi stency in describing the site: sonetines it is referred
to as a practice rocket, bonmbing and strafing range and in other
descriptions it is referred to as a rocket, bonbing and strafing
range. The ASR would read better if all references were the
sane, i.e., practice. (2)Another comment is that a nore
appropriate RAC score for the site would be 4 rather than 3 based
on the use of practice rockets and bonbs at the site. Since the
RAC form does not have a separate value for practice rockets, the
val ue given was for explosive rockets which equates to a val ue
hi gh enough to nmake this a RAC 3 site rather than a RAC 4.
Therefore, as a RAC 3 site, it should be ranked lower in priority
t han other RAC 3 sites.

Use of CWM The ASR turned up no evidence that CAW was used at
the site.

Nat ural Resources: There are known Federal ly-1isted species

whi ch may occur within the site area. Listings are provided in

t he ASR Fi ndi ngs, page 3-6, paragraph 3.5. An on-site inspection
by appropriate State and Federal personnel nay be necessary to



verify the presence, absence or |location of |isted species, or
natural comunities.

Hi storical Resources: No cultural or historical sites associated
with this site are reported in the ASR  However, any intrusive
measures taken within the area will require oversight by the
State Historical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other |ike

or gani zat i ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



