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1. SITE NAME | nyokern Airfield

S| TE NUMBER: J09CA040100
LOCATI ON:

Cty: | nyokern

County: Ker n

St at e: California
PROQJIECT NUMBER: J09CA040102
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC: 3
ASR RAC: 3
TAG RAC: 5

2. POC S:

GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI CT: GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nane: Debbi e Castens Nane: Ant hony L. Mei
Ofice: CESPL-PM O fice: CESPD PM R
Phone: 213-452-3990 Phone: 415-977-8247
HEADQUARTERS: ASR/ | NPR TEAM
Nane: Mohi nder K. Sai ni Nane: Richard L. Pi ke
Ofice: CEMP-RF O fice: CEHNG OE-DC
Phone: 202-761-1594 Phone: 256-895-1559
ASR SUPPORT DI STRI CT: ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVER:
Nare: Janes Reynol ds Nare: Thomas M Meekna
O fice: CEMWR-ED DO Ofice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 309-782-1479 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SITE DESCRIPTION: The fornmer Inyokern Airfield, also known

as Harvey Field, consisted of 1,320.02 acres located a half mle
west of the town of Inyokern, Kern County, California. The INPR
states that 44.75 acres are currently owned by the Navy, so that
eligible project acreage is 1,275.27. Ri dgecrest, near the



Naval Warfare Center at China Lake, is 7 mles east of the site.
The site included land in Sections 13, 18, 19, 24, 25 and 30 in
T26S, Ranges 38 and 39. The Southern Pacific Railroad passes

t hrough I nyokern in a north-south direction. Current property
owners include the Indian Wlls Valley Airport District for

| nyokern Airport, which continues to operate as an airport, and
private firnms, which use part of the site designated as an

i ndustrial park.

Topography of the site is flat, the vegetation is very
sparse, and a fewintermttent streans drain the area. Channels
on the west, south and east borders drain surface water at the
site. Drainage is toward the northeast through tributaries of
Little D xie Wash, which is just east of the site area. Little
Di xi e Wash enpties into the Los Angel es Agueduct and travels
southwest. The Little D xie Wash tributaries are usually dry
bet ween periods of precipitation.

The weather at the site is typical of the high desert
country, with a high percentage of sunshine. Cdinmate is sem -
arid with average annual precipitation of 3.5 inches a year.

Summer tenperatures exceed 100° F 60 days a year, while nights
are a cool 60 to 70 degrees. Wnter tenperatures drop to |ess

than 32° F an average of 60 days a year, while day tinme
tenperatures reach into the 50’s.

4. SITE H STORY: Inyokern Airfield was acquired by the U S
Arny and was used by both the U S. Arny Air Corps and the U. S.
Navy. The U S. Arny acquired 1,320.02 acres in 1943: 1,135.28
acres through | ease #W2972-eng-1129 fromthe County of Kern on
24 May 1943, and 184.74 acres fromprivate owners (81.53 acres
fromOQis H Vanderford and 41.32 acres fromAlice M Henry by
decl aration of taking; 40 acres from George M chael and 21.89
acres fromthe Estate of Jesse H Taylor by direct purchase).
On 29 Cctober 1943, the Interdepartnental Air Traffic Control
Board reassigned use of the airfield to the Navy. On 15 June
1945, the Arny transferred | ease #W2972-eng-1129 to the Navy.

The U. S. Arny acquired the airport in 1943 for use as an
auxiliary field, making i nprovenents to the runways. O her
i nprovenents to the site by the Arny Air Corps included a storage
shack and | atri ne.

Significant mlitary use began in Decenber 1943 with the
comm ssi oni ng of the Naval Ordnance Test Station (NOTS). NOIS
was a nmmj or weapon, research, devel opnment and test center which
continues as the Naval Air Warfare Center and Naval Wapons
Station China Lake. The Navy renaned I nyokern Airfield Harvey
Field on 10 May 1944 and used it as the initial airfield and
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tenporary canp during construction of the NOTS Chi na Lake
facilities. |Inprovenents by the Navy included term nals,
barracks, hangar, fueling facilities, and ammunition bunkers.

The ordnance and expl osives related features of the site
i ncl uded a magazi ne storage and arnmanent area on the northwest
side of the airfield where various types of weapons, primarily
rockets, were stored, assenbled and | oaded for use at NOTS. It
included 5 earth covered H gh Expl osive (HE) magazi nes and one
earth covered Fuze Storage magazine, as well as 7 other rocket
storage, assenbly and ready shelters. Naval use of the airport
di m nished wwth the conpletion of Armitage Field at NOTS.
However, the Navy continued to use portions of the site,
i ncl udi ng magazi nes, through the early 1950’ s.

In 1947, a new | ease, Noy (R)-43446 superseded the old | ease
for the airfield with Kern County. This |ease reserved the right
to use the landing area and returned all the | and covered by the
original lease to the | essor except for the Magazi ne Area,
Gasoline Storage Area, and Water Facilities and Distribution
System The Arny transferred the 184.74 fee acres to Ceneral
Services Adm nistration (GSA) on 30 Cctober 1951. GSA conveyed
the land to Kern County on 15 Cctober 1952. The Navy renewed
| ease Noy (R)-43446 at |east through 30 June 1952. It was not
determ ned when the Navy finally let this | ease | apse.

On 15 Cctober 1952, Kern County deeded 44.75 acres to the
U S. Navy, who currently uses the property as a well field for
Chi na Lake Naval Wapons Center. Kern County deeded 35.71 acres
to private firms for an industrial park. The remaining 1,239.56
acres was deeded to the Indian Wlls Valley Airport District and
is currently used as an airport known as |nyokern Airport.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON (The ASR does not nention the 44.75 acres
which the INPR identifies as Navy owned property):

AREA A

Si ze, Acres: 88

For mer Use: Armanment and Magazi ne Areas
Present Use: Armanment Area — undevel oped

Magazi ne Area - storage and |ight
i ndustry (manufacture of
pyr ot echni cs)

Probabl e End Use: Armanment Area — undevel oped
Magazi ne Area - storage and |ight
i ndustry (manufacture of
pyr ot echni cs)

Ordnance Presence: None
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AREA B

Si ze, Acres: 44.75 (Not DERP- FUDS)

For mer Use: Part of Inyokern Airfield

Present Use: A well field for China Lake Naval
Weapons Center

Probabl e End Use: A well field for China Lake Naval
Weapons Center

Ordnance Presence: None

AREA C

Si ze, Acres: 1,187. 27

For mer Use: | nyokern Airfield-other |ands

Present Use: | nyokern Airport

Probabl e End Use: | nyokern Airport

Ordnance Presence: None

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
I nyokern Airfield was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, St. Louis District, in May 1998.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 5; NOFA

AREA B: RAC 5; NOFA (Not DERP-FUDS el i gi bl e—ewned by the
Navy)

AREA C. RAC 5; NOFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory Group net and di scussed this ASR on 27 Cctober 1998 and
determ ned a strategy of NOFA, RAC 5 for the entire site (A
revised Ri sk Assessnent Code formis attached). Reasons are:

(1) There is no record that energetic OE was ever found at the
site. (2) Al evidence indicates that no ranges existed at the
site and that all testing and firing of OE occurred at the NOTS

| ocation 10 mles east. (3) The findings by the site inspection
t eam of ordnance packagi ng and assenbly debris |isted on page 2-5
of the ASR Concl usions and Recommendations are entirely
consistent wth operations performed at the base: various types
of weapons, primarily rockets, were stored, assenbled and | oaded
for use at NOTS. (4) The ASR reason for further action at the
site is a theorized suspicion that CE may be buried on site based
on ground scars, a depression in the area, and findings of
packagi ng and assenbly debris. This is not a valid reason as
there is no substantiated indication of burial such as a w tness
report or historical docunent. Also, the ASR states that a

hi storical aerial photograph shows there was a structure of sone
sort in the area where the depression is located. (5) The ASR
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authors state that an ESI strategy, to include the policing of
packagi ng and assenbly debris in the Armanent Area, could “verify
or dism ss speculated burial of OE itens.” Again, the subject is
unsubstanti ated speculation; it is doubtful that OE is buried on
the site and even nore inprobable that an ESI would identify the
presence of buried CE.

HNC Safety Comrents: Concurs with a RAC score of 3 and
recommends continuation of the OE EE/ CA process. States that the
depression shown in the ASR phot ograph | ooks |like a crater and
states that there is evidence of rocket testing that was
acconplished at the site. The ASR states that testing and firing
occurred at NOTS. The depression is said to be the site of a
structure of sonme sort identified in a historical photograph; the
depression could just as well be the result of excavation at the
site to renove the structure identified. It is unlikely that
rockets were tested within the small acreage where rockets were
bei ng stored and assenbl ed for use at NOTS.

Cl earances: The ASR includes a historical docunent, a Cerificate
of Cl earance dated 8 August 1951 by the 9800 TSU CE Det achnent
#6, Bonb and Shell D sposal Team Fort Belvoir, Virginia, which
states that all lands within tracts 5, 6, 7 and 8(i.e. the
northern 184.74 acres)of the Inyokern Airfield were given a
careful visual inspection and had been cleared of all explosive
materi al s reasonably possible to detect. The |and was
recomended for any use for which the land was suited. The ASR
did not reveal any certificates for the | eased portion of the
airfield.

CWM  The archi ves search uncovered no docunentation relating to
Chem cal Warfare Material at Inyokern Airfield. The archives
search team found no indication that Inyokern Airfield conducted
CWM training, storage, or disposal

Q her Projects: None

Nat ural Resources: State and federal threatened species occur in
the vicinity of the site and are listed in the ASR Fi ndi ngs,
paragraph 3.5, page 3-4. An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or l|ocation of |isted species, or natural
comuni ties.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR does not address the presence of
historical/cultural resources at this site. Any intrusive

measures taken at the site will require oversight by the State
Hi storical Preservation Ofice and/or other |ike organizations.
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9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY:  NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY:  NOFA



