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1. SI TE NAME: Camp I bis (Proper)

SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

The f or mer

Canmp | bis (proper)

SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA028300
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Needl| es
County: San Ber nar di no
St at e: California
PRQIECT NUMBER: JO9CA028301
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 3
ASR RAC: 1
2. POC s:
TECHNI CAL MANAGER: GEO DI STRI CT PQC:
Narme: Kar| Bl anki nship Narme: Trudy Knutson
Ofice: CEHNC- CE- DG Ofice: CESPL- PM
Phone: 205- 895- 1548 Phone: 213-894- 6388
GEO DI VI SI ON PQCC: HEADQUARTERS PCC:
Narme: Ant hony L. Mei Narme: James Huang
Ofice: CESPD- PM R Ofice: CEMP- RF
Phone: 415- 705- 1468 Phone: 202-761- 8883
SUPPCRT DI STRI CT (ASR) POCC:
Nare: Geg W dson
Ofice: CENCR- ED- DO
Phone: 309-794- 6016

is |ocated approximately 20

mles northwest of Needles, California. State H ghway 95 passes
t hrough the western edge of the canpsite. The site consisted of
9,595.87 acres of relatively flat, sandy soil wth noderate brush
coverage and sonme slowrolling hills on each side of Piute Wash
which runs the entire length of the canp on the eastern edge.

This is an area of climatol ogi cal extremes. The sumertinme
in the Needles area is one of unforgiving heat w thout shade.



Fall s are sonewhat | ess oppressive, with tenperatures between the
mddle 70's and mddle 80's. In the winter nonths, night
tenperatures slightly above freezing are tenpered considerably by
warm ng during the daytine, with daytinme maxi num tenperatures
fromthe mddle 60's to the upper 70's.

Today, ownership is shared by the Departnent of Interior
Bureau of Land Managenent, State of California and the SF Pacific
Properties Incorporated (previously named the Southern Pacific
Conmpany). In addition, within these ownerships, there are
railroad rights-of-way and mneral rights by Santa Fe Pacific
Gold. At this tine no “active” ranch | eases, mning clains or
devel opnments occur on Canp Ibis (proper). Currently, the State
of Californiais in the process of selling their | and back to the
Department of Interior under the California Desert Protection
Act .

4. SI TE H STORY

In March 1942, the War Departnent tasked General GCeorge S.
Patton, Jr., with finding a desert training site that nmet all the
criteria of North Africa. After three days of surveying the area
by plane and on foot, General Patton decided that Southern
California was to be the site of the Desert Training Center
(DTC), later called the California-Arizona Maneuver Area (CAMA).
Thi s area enconpasses approximately 11 mllion acres covering
three states.

Canp |l bis (proper) was one of ten nmajor canps in this vast
training area. The War Departnment had to transfer property from
the Departnent of Interior and acquire permts fromthe State of
California and the Sout hern Pacific Conpany. The War Depart nent
al so had to acquire a no-area |license fromthe Atchison Topeka &
Santa Fe Rail road Conpany for the conmunication right-a-way.
After acquiring the aforenentioned, construction began on Canp
| bis (proper) in the winter of 1942-43. The canp was finally
conpleted in the spring of 1943.

The purpose of this canp, |like the others in the DIC, was to
train troops, test newly devel oped ammunition, weapons systens,
vehi cl es, equi pnent, supplies and chem cal warfare material in a
desert environnent. The commanders of the DTC wanted to make
training as realistic as possible so troops used |live ordnance in
addition to using practice amunition.

Canp | bis was hone to various arnor divisions which used the
MB Stewart, M3 Grant and M4 Sherman tanks. These early WV I I
tanks used 37mm 75nm and 76nm hi gh velocity projectiles for
their main guns, respectively. For infantry purposes, the tanks
had .30 and .50 caliber machi ne guns nmounted within and on top of



the tank. Also included with these arnor units were: Tank
Destroyer Units, which used 105mm howi tzers; Anti-Aircraft Units,
whi ch used 3", 40mm and 90mm projectiles; and Artillery Units,
whi ch used 75mm 105mm and 155nm projectiles. To protect

t henmsel ves fromcl ose hostile forces, these troops were arned
with .45 caliber pistols/submachi ne guns, .30 caliber carbines
and rifles and Mark Il fragnentation grenades.

Canmp I bis had nunerous ranges (23) with only four
originating within Canp Ibis (proper). However, their safety
zones continued off canp proper. The remaining 19 ranges wll be
addressed | ater as potential DERP-FUDS.

In Cctober 1943, DTCs nanme was changed to the California-
Arizona Maneuver Area (CAMR). This change was nmade to refl ect
the alterations of size and purpose. Even at the tine of the
name change, CAMA's mi ssion was al ready scaling down.

On March 30, 1944, CAMA was decl ared surplus by the War
Departnent. Canp Ibis, along with the other canps, had to push
hard to neet the deadline of that spring. But, after hard work
the job was acconplished and Canp Ibis (proper) no |onger
exi sted. Today, the land is owned by the Bureau of Land
Managenent, State of California and SF Pacific Properties
| ncorporated with no ownership or use remaining with the
Departnent of Defense.

Because of the vastness of DIC/ CAMA, the entire area was
used for maneuvers and target ranges. Sone of these maneuver
areas and ranges were never nmapped. Wen the U S. Arny Corps of
Engineers finally acquired the approximate 11 mllion acres for
sur pl us disposal, they found the deduddi ng that occurred before
the transfer was not thoroughly or extensively conpleted. The
Corps found ordnance contam nation on the canp sites and outside
t he canps’ boundaries. This was also the case with Canp Ibis
(proper), so the Corps assuned rights over the public and private
| ands and conducted surface sweeps. A historical letter by the
Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, dated 21 Septenber
1956, conpiled all the known contam nated | ands in the DTC CAVA.

Al so, an Affidavit fromthe Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles
District, dated 13 Septenber 1954, |lists other areas of concern.

During May 1964, a mlitary exercise called Desert Strike
was conducted in the fornmer DIC/ CAMA in areas including the
former Canp Ibis (proper). The main purpose of this exercise was
to train the major conbat organizations in the conduct of joint
operations enploying tactical nuclear and conventional weapons.
Real nucl ear weapons were not used in these exercises, only
sinmulators wth no radi oactive conponents. However,
approxi mately 850 short tons of ordnance and chem cal class V



ammuni tion was used. Unfortunately, the docunentation avail able
fromDesert Strike does not clarify what ordnance and chem ca
class V ammuni ti on was used.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON
Area A Training Area

Si ze, Acres: Approximately 7,721

Former Usage: Trai ning/ Cantonnment Area

Present Usage: W/ derness/ Tourist Area

Probabl e End Usage: Possi ble Agricul ture Devel opnent

Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed

Types: SI Team saw frag from 75mm 105mm

60mm 81nm nortar fragnments and fin assenblies from 81 mm nortars;
projectile and grenade fuzes; M04 grenade fuzes fromHE frag
grenades and M201 fuzes fromeither ML8, M4 or AN MB snpke
grenades; a |arge nunber of ML practice mne pieces such as
safety forks, pressure bars (spiders), and pieces of fuze bodies;
2.36" M7 practice rocket; small arns cartridge cases (.30, .45
and .50 caliber); and 7.62mm cartri dge cases.

Area B: O her Lands
SI Team di scovered a burial site of unknown origin or purpose.
This could be one of several burial sites scattered throughout
the canp. No CE was found.

Si ze, Acres: Approximately 1,875
Former Usage: Tent quarters, command tents and
adm ni strative tents
Present Usage: Tourists/ldle Area
Probabl e End Usage: Possible Agriculture
Devel opnent

Ordnance Presence: Potenti al

Types: Ammunition used in DIC



Area C Addi ti onal Acreage
This acreage is not covered under the current INPR  Since,
however, this |land contained the safety zones for ranges which
originated wthin Canp Ibis (Proper), the TAG recomended t hat
the District amend the current INPRto include Area Cin this
site.

Si ze, Acres: Approxi mately 3, 802

For mer Usage: Smal | Arns Ranges & | npact
Area

Present Usage: W derness Area

Probabl e End Usage: Sane as present use
Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed

Types: shrapnel, projectile frag (nonspecific)
Potential: any ordnance used in Desert Strike since
maps show the northern part of this area being included
in the contam nated area

6. CURRENT STATUS: ASR conpleted by Rock Island District in
April 1996.

7. STRATEGY:

Area A EE/ CA

Area B: EE/ CA

Area C. Recommend District anend current INPR to include
this acreage, EE/ CA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS:

CGeneral: Terrain: flat sandy soil wth numerous wash
outs/steep hills and ravines due to water erosion; Hazard: gas
pi peline and others within site boundary; Archeol ogical Sites:
wi thin site boundary; Poisonous Animals: rattle snakes, bl ack
w dows and brown recluse spiders; Access to Site: Need four
wheel drive vehicle; Energencies: Hospital in Needles over 20
mles away. Coordinate with Sheriff’s Dept. and other owners
prior to site visit.

Area A: Nunerous burial sites were discovered within Area A
on either side of Piute Wash. Even though no CE itens were
noti ced on the surface of sone exposed burial sites, it is
possi bl e CE exists bel ow the surface.

Area C. Burial sites discovered should be addressed with
caution because, as stated in Area A it is possible OE exists in
t hese sites.

Rock | sl and conducted many interviews with site-rel ated
personnel. M. Butch Gates is recomended as a particularly good



source of information concerning Canp Ibis (proper) and the
DTC/ CANVA.

Chem cal -filled ordnance was al so used on the troops in
maneuvers. Docunents tal k about tear gas being sprayed from
ai rpl anes passing over troops. Rock Island’s research found a
docunent tal ki ng about Chem cal Warfare Units performng tactical
training and review of special technical training. This docunent
reports on the use of special equipnment and chem cal depots and
mai nt enance conpani es establi shing and operating chem cal warfare
depots and mai ntenance facilities in the field. The ROAM Team
reviewed this ASR and concl uded, based on this docunent, that the
CWMwas limted to tear gas and sinulated CWM Therefore, this
site is not considered to be CW/ cont am nat ed.

There are known Federally- and State-listed species
occurring in the site area. An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or l|ocation of |isted species, or natural
communities. Also within the subject site there are five
Hi storical Sites (CHL-985).

The cost nodel is not affected by whether or not the land in Area
Cis included in the total acreage.



9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only

Return to State List index page

Return to OE Hone Page



http://www.hnd.usace.army.mil/oew/oefact.sht/cafact.html
http://www.hnd.usace.army.mil/oew/index.html

