FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
20 DECEMBER 1995
TAG REVI EW DATE: 30 MAY 1996

SI TE NAME: Gavi l an Pl at eau Maneuver Area
SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA037500
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Perris
Count y: Ri versi de
St at e: California
PRQIECT NUMBER: JO9CA037501
CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 3
ASR RAC: 1
POC s:
TECHNI CAL MANACGER: GEO DI STRI CT POC:
Nane: Kar| Bl anki nship Nane: Thomas Sage
O fice: CEHNGC CE-DG Ofice: CESPL-ED- D
Phone: 205- 895- 1548 Phone: 213-894- 2515

GEO DI VI SI ON POC:

Narme: Ant hony L. Mei
Ofice: CESPD PM R
Phone: 415- 705- 1468

SUPPORT DI STRI CT (ASR) POC:

Name: Randal Curtis
Ofice: CELMsS-PMM
Phone: 314-331-8786

SI TE DESCRI PTI ON:

HEADQUARTERS PCC:

Name: Sara Goodwi n
Ofice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 202-761-5223

The site, originally known as Gavil an



Pl at eau Maneuver Area, was situated on 19, 325.74 acres of |eased
property in Riverside County, California, 40 mles southeast of
Los Angel es and about 12 mles south of Riverside, California.
The site is located in the Upper Santa Ana River Basin, on rugged
terrain ranging from 1700-2400 feet Net CGeodetic Vertical Datum
(NGVD). The maneuver area on Gavilan Plateau is between

el evation 2100-2200 ft NGVD. The climate of the area is
generally pleasant and m | d throughout the year, due primarily to
the effect of the nearby Pacific Ocean, about 30-35 mles

sout hwest, and the elevation of the area. Abundant sunshine is
the normfrom spring through much of the fall. The bulk of the
precipitation occurs during the winter nonths. There are
currently an estimted 2,000-4,000 separate tax parcels in
private ownership being used for residences, agriculture
(orchards and ranches), mning and business. The Gavil an Pl at eau
Maneuver Area is located near the Gty of Perris, California.
This community ranked first in the US for Popul ati on and Econom ¢
Gowh. There is an expected 22% annual growh for this area.

4. SI TE HI STORY: Prior to DOD use, the land conprising the
Gavi l an Pl at eau Maneuver Area was used predom nately for
orchards, ranch | and, or was undevel oped chaparral. The War
Department directed that 19, 325.74 acres be acquired for the
Gavi | an Pl at eau Maneuver Area on 14 July 1943. The date when
acqui sition was conpl ete and use of the site began was not
specifically found but probably occurred in the fall of 1943.
Mlitary use of the site was for |ess than one year and on a co-
use basis with the property owners. The basic m ssion was as a
maneuver area for March Arnmy Air Field, which was approxi mately
10 mles to the northeast. Troops used the area to "enter,
maneuver upon, pass over and bivouac or canp upon" on a CoO-use
basis wwth the farns in the area. The specific field training
exerci ses are not known but probably included: natural obstacle
courses, physical conditioning, bivouacking, individual weapon
famliarization, and live fire exercises. Historica
docunentation for this site was scarce, with only one docunent

i ndi cating an ordnance-rel ated use of the site. This docunent
(See Appendi x E-2) recomended the restriction of Section 35,
Townshi p 4 South, Range 5 West, to surface only, based on visua
i nspection that indicated that hand and rifle grenades had been
used there. The Gavilan Pl ateau Maneuver Area was decl ared
surplus on 16 March 1944.

No historical docunents were found that specifically
described the OE activities at Gavilan Pl ateau Maneuver Area.
Conventi onal ordnance probably used was .30 caliber for rifle
training as well as hand and rifle grenades. Use of the hand and
rifle grenades was indicated in Section 35 of T4 S, R5 W
Aerial photo analysis located the probability of a practice range
inthis section. During the site visit, team nenbers di scovered



two .30 caliber bullets and one rifle grenade tail fin at this
| ocati on.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA: Section 35 of T4 S, R5 W

Si ze, Acres: Approxi mately 80

Fornmer Use: Range for maneuver area
Present Use: 5-10 acres lots

with private
resi dences,

sone
undevel oped
Probabl e End Use: nor e devel opnent is anticipated
Ordnance Presence: Confirnmed
Type: smal |l arns, a

si ngl e grenade
tail fin (HE or

Practice)
AREA: Remai ni ng | and
Si ze, Acres: Approxi mately 19, 845
Former Use: nmaneuver area
Present Use: resi dences,

agriculture

(orchards and

ranches),

m ni ng and

busi ness
Probabl e End Use: nor e devel opnent is anticipated
Ordnance Presence: Uncontam nated

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The Archive Search Report was conpl eted by
St. Louis District in Decenber 1995.

7. STRATEGY:

Section 35 of T4 S, R5 W EE/ CA
Remai ni ng | and: NOFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS

The RAC 1 for this site is based on the assuned use of HE
grenades. Records indicate that the | easeholds were on a co-use
basis, neaning that the Arny and the owners used the |and

simul taneously. At the tine of the | ease, there were farm
bui | di ngs and houses occupying the land. Farnms and ot her uses
were not to be disturbed. The grenades referred to by the



docunent in Appendix E-2 are, therefore, probably practice
grenades and not HE. |If the grenades were practice only, the RAC
for this site would be a RAC 3. It may be prudent for CEHNC to
send a Safety Specialist in advance of an EE/CA to investigate
what is in Section 35 of T4 S, R5 W

It should be noted that troops from Canp Haan and Canp Anza were
well within marching distance to the maneuver area. However,
revi ew of avail abl e docunents and previously conpl eted Archive
Search Reports on those sites gave no indication of troops from
t hose canps using the Gavil an Pl ateau Maneuver Area.

The acreage in the ASR does not concur with the real estate
figures stated in the INPR The acreage in the INPR stated the
site consisted of 20,514 acres. The 19, 325.74 acre figure is
substantiated by the final project ownership map of Gavil an

Pl at eau Maneuver Area dated 1 July 1949 (see Findings, Appendices
K-1 and K-2) and the Mlitary Acquisition Project Report-Final
dated 7 July 1949 (see Findings, Appendix F-1).

There are known Federally- and State-listed species occurring in
the site area. These include the Stephens’ kangaroo rat, the
bal d eagle and the peregrine falcon. An on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of |isted species, or
natural communities. See Paragraph 3.5 Ecology in the Findings
for a nore conplete listing of these species.



9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY:

Oig. Sch. Act ual Oig.
Phase Start Start Start Conp
EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O fi ci al

Sch.
Conp

Use Only

Act ual
Conp
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