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The former Fort Howard FUDS consi sts of

North Point, a peninsula, in Baltinore
mately 17 mles east of Baltinore. The

site is accessed froml-695 by taking H ghway 20 to North Poi nt
Road, which splits left to the park and straight to the VA



Medi cal Center. The land is presently divided into two separate
parcels. One parcel of 94.64 acres is owned by the Veteran's
Adm ni stration (VA) and contains the Fort Howard VA Medi cal
Center. The Baltinore County Parks and Recreati on Departnent
owns the remaining parcel of 61 acres which is used for the Fort
Howard Waterside Park. North Point is surrounded by Chesapeake
Bay on the east, Patapsco River on the south, Add Road Bay on the
west, and Shallow Creek Tidal Flats and the conmmunity of Fort
Howard to the north. Fort Howard lies within the Sparrows Poi nt
Quadrangl e. The parcels are divided by a fence, but both areas
permt public access.

In recent years, the VA has declared an additional 35 acres
to be excess to their needs and it is being released to the
Balti nore County Park through a |l egislative proposal. The 35
acre parcel extends generally along the fence line that is the
boundary between the two parcels.

The topography is relatively flat, with typical hospital
grounds on the VA portion of the site, and a natural park setting
in the park area. Elevation at the site ranges fromsea level in
mar shes bordering the Bay on the northern boundary to a few feet
above sea | evel around the seawall.

4. SITE H STORY: Land acquisition to build fortifications for
the defense of Baltinore, Fort Howard began on 14 April 1896 with
a condemmation suit against the Canton, Sparrows Point and North
Point Railroads. The site consisted of four separate parcels for
a conbined total of 155.64 acres. Two separate tracts of |and
containing 28.5 acres and 2.0 acres, respectively, were acquired
by the U S. Governnent fromthe Canton, Sparrows Point and North
Poi nt Rail roads by deeds dated 25 Novenber 1896 and 29 Novenber
1899. A third tract containing 118.0 acres of |and was obtai ned
fromElizabeth Gunther, Adm nistrator, by deed dated 21 Decenber
1899. A fourth tract containing 7.14 acres of |and was obtained
formthe U S. Departnent of Conmerce by Executive Order dated 19
Novenmber 1919. In 1955, 61.00 acres of the site were reacquired
fromthe General Services Adm nistration (GSA).

Fort Howard, established in 1898, was used by the Departnent
of Defense (DOD) between 1899 and 1940 as the headquarters for
Baltinore’ s Coastal Defense Systemfor the purpose of defending
Baltinore’s coastline fromeneny warships. Forts Arm stead,
Carroll and Smal |l wood were all under the command of Fort Howard.
DCOD constructed 150 buil dings of tenporary or permanent
construction including CE related construction of amrunition
bunkers and six gun batteries: Key, 12" nortars; Stricker, 12"
guns on di sappearing carriage; Harris, 5" guns; C aggett, 3
guns; Lazear, 3” guns; and N cholson, 6” Rapid Fire Rifles.



was used by the Arny for

After the fort was decomm ssioned, a portion of the property

Intelligence Training.

A nock

Vi et nanese village was constructed onsite for conbat training.
The site was used as an infiltration, denonstration, and show

and-tell
booby traps,

lights and tunnels.

1955,

trip wres,

type training operation, enploying blank amunition,
barbed wire, observation posts, search

The fort was deconm ssioned and the entire 155.64-acre tract
was transferred fromthe Departnent of the Arny to the Veterans
Adm ni stration (VA) by Executive Order dated 2 August 1940. In

the VA transferred 61.0 acres to the GSA.

GSA transferred

the property to Fort Hol abird, and it was subsequently
transferred to Baltinore County by deed dated 5 Novenber 1973.

5.

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

AREA A

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:

Pr obabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA B
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:

Pr obabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

AREA C
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:

94. 64

Cant onnent Area

Fort Howard VA Hospital and

Medi cal Center

Fort Howard VA Hospital and

Medi cal Center

None (1 inert Cannonball found in the
river off the seawall)

Not Appli cable

61. 00

Coastal Defense Batteries (1898-1926)
Mlitary Infantry Trai ni ng Post
(1926-1940)

Fort Hol abird Trai ning Area(1955-
1973)

Bal ti nore County Fort Howard
Wat er si de Par k

Bal ti nore County Fort Howard
Wat er si de Par k

Pot enti al

Practice grenades, flares, signals,
Si mul ators, screeni ng snoke

6, 200. 00

Firing Fan into the Chesapeake
Bay and the Patapsco R ver
Comrerci al and pl easure

craft waterway



Probabl e End Use: Comrerci al and pl easure
craft waterway
Ordnance Presence: None
Type: Not Applicable

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Fort
Howard was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers, Rock
Island District, in July 1997.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A: RAC 5; NOFA
AREA B: RAC 2: EE/ CA
AREA C. RAC 5; NCFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory Group reviewed this ASR and has determ ned that a
strategy of RAC 2, EE/CA for Area B and RAC 5, NCFA for Area A
applies. A strategy of NOFA applies to Area Csince it is
underwater. This strategy is in agreenent with the ASR
recommendati on of EE/CA for Area B based on a historical use of
training itens, i.e., trip flares, booby traps, snoke grenades,
etc. However, no OE of an energetic nature has been found in
Area B since it was turned over to Baltinore County and used as a
park. Further rational for all areas is described bel ow

Area A, Veterans Adm nistration Medical Center: The strategy for
this area is NOFA as the SI teamdid not find any indication that
CE is present on the site. Odnance storage buildings have been
renmoved. One workshop remains where mnes were | oaded with

expl osives for use in surrounding channels. There is no evidence
of arifle range described in historical docunents: only snmal
arnms ammunition was used. Persons interviewed did state that
they found cartridge cases. A cannonball found during seawal |
repair in 1991 was determned to be inert by EOD and judged to be
an anomaly since this itemwas not used at Fort Howard. There
was no trace left of Battery Lazear which was denolished a | ong
time ago. There was no evidence of OE at three suspected
landfills.

Area B, Park(location of the Vietnanese Village): EE/ CA RAC 2
is determ ned based on a historical use of training itens,
including trip flares, booby traps, snoke grenades, in this area.
Further comments regarding this area: (1) The SI team saw no
evidence of CE in this area. (2) The old m ne casemate and
batteries were clean. (3) Only blanks and training itens were
used. (4) Upon site closure and before being rel eased by the
Arny on two occasions, in 1940 and 1973, the site was cleared of
all arms, armanent, and anmmunition. (5) M. Al Svehla, fornmer
deputy director, Baltinore County Parks and Recreation, stated
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that before turning over the land for the park, the ECD Unit from
APG had been very careful in cleaning up and clearing the area
the Arny had used for training. (6) There is no future

devel opnent planned in this area which would require novenent of
the soil. (7) The ASR witer states that the potential for CE in
this area is very slight given that a cl earance was acconpli shed.
(8 The ASR witer also argues that it is better to err on the
side of safety in setting a strategy of EE/ CA based on the
potential of CEin this area. (9) In 1988, a visitor to the
park, using a m ne detector, unearthed a dunmy grenade. The
respondi ng APG EOD Unit declared it inert and noted it was of the
Vi et nam era vi nt age.

AREA C, Firing Fan: Strategy for this area is NOFA as it extends
over the Patapsco River/Chesapeake Bay. DERP/FUDS policy and

gui dance is, “Of-shore ordnance sites beyond 100 yards of nean
high tide, will not be added to the inventory data base exept in
speci al cases where a public exposure pathway exists.”

Docunented training firing of the batteries of Fort Howard, m ne
pl anti ng operations, and snmall arms range all fall under this

gui dance.

Concerns Noted in ASR (1) The Baltinore County Parks and
Recreation Departnment are anxious to add 35 acres along the
property boundary with the VA. They are concerned the | and they
W ll be receiving will be clear and clean of any CE itens. (2)
The potential, however unlikely, of possible residual ammunition
training itens on the property from 1955 through 1973, shoul d be
addressed. The cost of an EEfCA with selected sanpling and a
docunent ed cl earance record will be advantageous for public
relations for the 61 acres in the Baltinore County Fort Howard
Wat erside Park. (3)Two hut structures and an old concrete

buil ding were stated to be ineligible for renoval as a BD/ DR
project in the I NPR

Confirmation Study: |In 1988, a small vial of very |low |l evel

radi oactive material was found in a suspected landfill area near
t he northern boundary of the VA portion of the site. This

di scovery pronpted a Confirmation Study by the Corps of

Engi neers, to determne if contam nation was present, and if it
was attributable to the War Departnent/ Departnent of Defense
(WD DOD) .

Nat ural Resources: According to the State of Maryl and Depart nent
of Natural Resources (DNR), no Federally and State threatened
species occur within the site area. However, an on-site

i nspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may stil

be necessary to verify the presence, absence or |ocation of
|isted species, or natural communities.



Hi storical Resources: No archeol ogical or pal eontol ogi cal
properties exist at the site. Fort Howard has been determ ned as
eligible for listing in the National Register of H storic Places
as an historic installation. Any intrusive nmeasures taken within
the area wll require oversight by the State Hi stori cal
Preservation O fice (and/or other |ike organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



