FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET
SEPTEMBER 1996
TAG REVI EW DATE: 25 March 1997

1. SI TE NAME: Canp Essex
SI TE NUMBER: JO9CA027800
LOCATI ON:
Cty: Essex
County: San Benardi no
St at e: California

PROJECT NUMBER: J09CA027801

CATEGORY: CE
| NPR RAC. 2
ASR RAC: 1
TAG RAC. 2
2. POC' s:
TECHNI CAL MANAGER: GEO DI STRI CT PQCC.
Nane: Robert V. Nore Nane: Trudy Knutson
O fice: CEHNG OE-DC O fice: CESPK-PM
Phone: 205-895-1507 Phone: 213-452-3990
GEO DI VI SI ON PQCC: HEADQUARTERS PCC:
Name: Ant hony L. Mei Name: Mohi nder K. Sai ni
O fice: CESPD-PM R O fice: CEMP-RF
Phone: 415-977-8247 Phone: 202-761-1594
SUPPCRT DI STRI CT (ASR) PCC. ASR TAG REVI EW PCC:
Nare: Jerry D. Russell Narme: Thomas M Meekna
O fice: CENCR-ED DO O fice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 309-794-6038 Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SI TE DESCRI PTION:  The former Canp Essex, consisting of

30, 536. 50 FDE acreage and a proposed 1,021.00 acres additional
acreage for a total of 31,557.50, is located in an undevel oped
regi on of San Bernardino County, California, approximtely 32
mles west of Needles, California, west of Essex. Canp Essex is
| ocated within T8N, RL6E, Sections 1-3, 10-30, 33, 34 (San
Bernardi no Meridian); T8N, RL7E, Section 3-9, 17-19; T9N, R16E



Sections 22-27, 34-36; and T9N, R17E, Sections 31, 32 and 33.

The majority of the site is undevel oped desert. Interstate 40
runs east to west through the northern third of the site. A rest
stop on Interstate 40 is located on the site of the Canp Essex
Garrison Area.

Approxi mately 23,036.6 acres are currently owned by the U. S.
Department of the Interior - Bureau of Land Managenent,
approxi mately 640 acres are owned by the State of California, and
approxi mately 6,860.40 acres are owned by various private owners.
The entire site is currently undevel oped.

The site is located wthin the Geat Basin. The fornmer Canp
Essex is |l ocated between the Cipper Muntains on the west and
the Piute Mountains on the east. The Cipper Muntains are
| ocated partially within the western boundaries of the forner
Canp Essex. The east face of the nmountains are steep and very
rocky. Between the nountain ranges is a large alluvial plain
with both east and west areas gradually sloping up to the
respective nountain ranges. Wthin the plain are various washes,
the mai n one bei ng Wat son Wash whi ch runs through the east side
of the site. Wen rainfall does occur, the washes |ocated in
this area beconme areas of raging water that travel at high speeds
resulting in heavy soil erosion and flash fl oodi ng.

4. SITE H STORY: Total acreage of 30,536.50 was acquired for
Canp Essex, which was part of the Desert Training Center (DTC)
This includes the area for Canp Cipper, which was present prior
to the formal acquisition of land for Canp Essex. On 13 Decenber
1943, the U.S. Departnent of the Interior transferred, by neans
of a use permt, 21,537.78 acres to the War Departnent in |ieu of
a formal real estate directive. An additional 8,998.72 acres was
granted by eight other permts. Since docunentation pertaining
to these permts could not be found, the associated dates and
parties could not be determ ned. However, they were nost |ikely
secured fromthe State of California, the Southern Pacific
Conpany and ot her private | andowners between 1942 and 1943.

Canmp d i pper was established during 1942 and occupi ed by the
33rd Infantry Division. Canp Cipper, a tenporary canp, was
| ocat ed west of what would be the encanpnent area for Canp Essex.
The 33rd Infantry Division was stationed at Canp O ipper from 28
March to 17 July 1943. Canp dipper was abandoned after the
conpl eti on of Canp Essex.

The 93rd Infantry Division arrived at Canp Essex on 21 June
1943. Wile at Canp Essex the division conducted individual and
unit training in preparation for maneuvers and conbat operations.
Tenporary inprovenents constructed consisted of 24 enlisted nmen’s
shower buil dings, 12 officer’s shower buildings, 191 | atrines,



149 pyram da
wel | s,

concrete reservoir.
on the site,
t he abandoned Canp i pper encanpnent site.
Division participated in its first exercise on 9 Novenber

an outdoor theater,
and a 50,000 gallon water storage tank.
per manent structure constructed on the site was a 500, 000 gal |l on
14 firing ranges were | ocated
to the west of the Canp Essex encanpnent area, on

tent franes,

In addition,

The only

The 93rd Infantry

The division departed Canp Essex on 5 January 1944.

February 1945, 21,537.78 acres were relinquished back to the U S
Departnent of the Interior.
formally retransferred.
18 August 1944.
7,678.72 acres were term nated.
1,280 acres were term nated on 8 March 1945.
the 827t h Tank Destroyer

Canp Essex was declared surplus on 16 March 1944. On 7

On 1 June 1949, this acreage was

A permt for 40 acres was term nated on
On 13 Novenber 1944, six permts totaling
Two additional permts totaling

I n February 1944,

Battalion was given responsibility for

closing the ranges at Canp Essex and renovi ng sal vageabl e

mat eri al s.

In May 1944, 350 Italian prisoners of war were

brought to Canp Essex to clear artillery duds fromthe ranges.

In May of 1964,
occupi ed the forner
Exerci se.
Headquarters was | ocated at

5.

PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Area A-1

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Types:
Types:

Area A-2
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Types:
Types:

Area B
Si ze, Acres:

the 1% Infantry Division fromFort Riley Kansas
Canp Essex as part of the Desert Strike
A newspaper article indicates that the D vision

| east tenporarily at Canp Essex.

3, 690

Cl i pper Mountains | npact Area
Undevel oped Public & Private Land
Sane as present

Confi rmed

Mortar ammunition

Pot enti al

Projectile, 105nm & 155mm

160 (See Acreage in para 8)

Cl i pper Mountains |Inpact Area
Addi ti onal Acreage

Undevel oped Public & Private Land
Sane as present

Confi rmed

Mortar ammunition

Pot enti al

Projectile, 105mm & 155mm

3, 245

two 740-f oot - deep

1943.



Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area C

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area D

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area E

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:
Area F
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area G1

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:
Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Ordnance Presence:

Type:

Area G 2
Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:
Probabl e End Use:

Smal | Arns Range Sout h

Undevel oped Public & Private Land
Sane as present

None

Not applicabl e

650

Smal | Arns Range North

Undevel oped Public & Private Land
Sane as present

None

Not applicabl e

640

Grenade Pits West

Undevel oped Public Land

Sane as present

See | ssues and Concerns Bel ow
See | ssues and Concerns Bel ow

640 (See Acreage in para 8)
Grenade Pits East

Undevel oped Public Land

Sane as present

See | ssues and Concerns Bel ow
See | ssues and Concerns Bel ow

2,308

Canp Essex @Garrison Area

Undevel oped Public & Private Land
Sane as present

None

Not Applicabl e

85

Canp Essex Airstrip
Undevel oped Public Land
Sane as present

None

Not Applicabl e

221 (See Acreage in para 8)
Canp Essex Airstrip, Additiona
Acr eage

Undevel oped Public Land

Sane as present



Ordnance Presence:
Type:

Area H

Si ze, Acres:
Former Use:

Present Use:

Pr obabl e End Use:
Ordnance Presence:
Type:

None
Not Applicable

19, 919

Remai ni ng Lands

H ghway; Resi dence; Undevel oped
Publ i c Land

Sane as present

None

Not Applicabl e

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Canp
Essex was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, Rock
Island District, in Septenber 1996.

7. STRATEGY:

AREA A-1: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA A-2: EE/ CA; (RAC 3)
AREA B: NOFA; ( RAC 5)
AREA C NOFA; ( RAC 5)
AREA D Institutional Controls; (RAC 4)
AREA E: Institutional Controls; (RAC 2)
AREA F: NOFA; ( RAC 5)
AREA G 1: NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA G 2: NOFA; (RAC 5)
AREA H NOFA; ( RAC 5)
8 | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The site strategy above deci ded upon

by the Technical Advisory Goup (TAG, differs fromthe strategy
formulated in the ASR and concurred with by Ken Shott on CEHNC
Form 7 dated 23 Cctober 1996. Rational for the TAG consensus
concerning these areas is listed later in this paragraph.

The only CE found by the site survey team during inspection
of the accessible areas of Canp Essex were |imted to snall arns
bull ets and cartridge cases, and nortar amrunition remants.
Heavy erosion in nost areas of the site have transforned the
| andscape so that with the exception of the Airstrip, no evidence
of former mlitary use or CE was found.

HNC Safety Conmment: The comrent was in agreenment with the ASR
site strategy, which was changed during the TAG for Areas D, E
and H as di scussed above.

Acreage of the Site: The TAG agreed with the ASR recommendati on
to update the FDE by adding a total of 1021 acres to the site
represented by areas A-2, E and G 2. Docunents in ASR Fi ndi ngs
at F-12 and G2 indicate that the 160 acres in A-2 are



contam nated. Interviews in the ASR Findings at 1-2 and |-7
indicate that grenade pits were |ocated at both sections 34 and
35, T8N, R16N, which includes the 640 acre addition for Area E as
well as Area D Finally, the G2 acreage addition of 221 acres
is based on the determ nation that part of the Canp Essex
Airstrip was | ocated outside the canp boundary.

Areas with Potential or Confirmed OE: These areas are A-1 and
A-2. In the A Areas, the site survey team found nortar

ammuni tion fragnments and .50 caliber bullets. The possibility
for 105mm and 155nm CE exi sts, possibly further up the nountain,
as the training unit had these weapon systens. Docunents in the
ASR Findings at F-6, F-7 and L-1 indicate Area A-1 is heavily
inpacted with nortar fire (T8N, RL6E, sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 29
and 30) and that it should be restricted to surface use only.
Area A-2 was discussed in the previous paragraph.

Areas D and E. The location of these areas as forner grenade
pits, used for practice in the use of HE and Practice G enades,
was included in the ASR based only on the basis of interviews
wth two people. There is no other substantiation. Inspection
of these areas revealed a heavily eroded area subject to washouts
during heavy rain. No OE was present and there was no indication
that these areas had been used by the mlitary. Gven this
background, it was decided by the TAG that institutional controls
for these areas woul d be the best strategy.

Remai ni ng Lands, Area H, was determned in the ASR to have the
potential for amunition based on a history of training not being
limted to ranges at other sites in the DIC. The TAG non-
concurred with this rational and agreed on a strategy of NOFA,
RAC 5 for the follow ng reasons: (1)Using the ASR rational for
Area H, all 12 mllion acres of the California-Arizona Maneuver
Area, of which Canp Essex is a part, would have to have a
strategy of EEf/CA.  (2)No CE was found in Area H by the site
survey team (3)The ASR rational for Area His a persona
opinion. (4)No historical docunents were found that woul d
specifically indicate an OE presence in Area H During
construction of 1-40 through the site, no CE was found. Attached
is a revised RAC Formindicating a score of 5 for Area H.

Areas with No CEt Areas B, C, F, G1 and G2 determ ned to have
no potential or confirmed CE. O these areas, snmall arns
cartridge cases and bullets were found only in Area B.

In Areas B an C, only small arns were fired. There was no record
of CEin the Garrison Area, Area F. The Airstrip, Areas G 1 and
G 2 was used by spotter planes and for routine flights that did
not involve the use of CE



Based on the above changes , the RAC score for the overall site
is changed froma 1 to a 2. Attached is the revised RAC form

Safety Precautions: Poisonous snakes are present throughout the
site. Sumer tenperatures can be very high, sonetinmes reaching
120 degree plus. Low lying areas are subject to infrequent flash
floods. There is severe erosion and it is sonetinmes difficult to
travel even with a four wheel drive vehicle.

Specifics for Area A: This area is extrenely rugged and vehicle
access is limted. The dipper Muntains are very rocky, and
because of the | oose rock on the surface very difficult to clinb.
The majority of Area Ais within the Cipper Muntain WI derness
Area, and vehicle access is not permtted except on established
roads.

Site Cearance: Docunent L-1 of the ASR Fi ndings, a nmap dated
Cctober, 1951, Ofice of the District Engineer in Los Angel es,
indicates that all of Canp Essex, with the exception of the
western six sections, had been “inspected and/or dedudded and
certified clear for all uses”. The western six were “inspected
and/ or dedudded and restricted for surface use only”.

Nat ural Resources: There are known Federally- and State-listed
speci es which may occur within the site area. Listings are
provided in the ASR Fi ndi ngs, page 6, paragraph 3f and Table 3-2.
Al'l areas are potential habitat for the desert tortoise, a

t hreat ened species. An on-site inspection by appropriate State
and Federal personnel nmay be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of |isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: Cultural and historical sites associated
wth this site are reported in the ASR Fi ndi ngs, page 6,

par agraph 3g and in Docunment F-10. [Intrusive nmeasures taken
within the area will require oversight by the State Hi storica
Preservation O fice (SHPO and/or other |ike organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/ CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only
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