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GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Narme: Celia O gel
O fice: CENAD PP-S
Phone: 212-264-6484
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Nane: Ri chard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEHNC CE-DC
Phone: 256-895-1559

ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVNER:
Name: Thomas M Meeknma
O fice: SIOAC ESL
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The former D anobnd O dnance Fuze

Léborat ories consists of approxinmately 35 acres in the
nort hwestern quarter of Washington, D.C. at Latitude 38° 56° 00"

N, Longitude 77° 03 00" W The site boundaries were roughly Van
Ness Street to the south, Reno Road to the west, Yuma Street to



the north and Connecticut Avenue on the east. The site also

i ncluded the | ease of a nearby building on 57,728 square feet of
property at 4433-4463 Connecticut Avenue. The current property
owner of the main property is CGeneral Services Adm nistration
(GSA) and the U S. State Departnent. GSA |eases the eastern
portion of the site to the District of Colunbia for operation of
the University of the District of Colunmbia. The western portion
was transferred fromGSA to the State Departnent. This |and
accommodat es the Egyptian and Austrian Enbassies, with the

remai nder | eased for future enbassy devel opnent. The 4433-4463
Connecti cut Avenue property is privately owned commercial and
retail property.

The site is located on high ground in a hilly area, with a
maxi mum el evati on of about 350 feet NGVD. The area is urbanized
and densely populated with private residences to the west and
north and commerci al busi nesses al ong Connecticut Avenue. There
are no detectable surface streanms within the site boundaries.

Al'l runoff would be by sheet flow on the surface to gutters and
then into the stormsewer systemor via small swales to surface
streans. Drainage is to the east and northeast, with runoff
eventual |y reaching the Potomac River via Broad Branch and Rock
Creek. Cdimate is warmand humd in the sumer with tenperatures

usual |y about 90° F, and cold in the winter with tenperatures
bel ow freezi ng comon.

4. SITE H STORY: D anmond Ordnance Fuze Laboratories (DOFL)
officially came into existence as a Departnment of Defense entity
on 27 Septenber 1953 when the Departnent of Conmerce, Nati onal
Bureau of Standards (NBS), transferred the facility and m ssion
to the Departnent of the Arnmy. However, the facilities origin
began in Decenber, 1940 when the National Defense Research
Committee (NDRC) entered into an agreenment with the NBS for the
research and devel opnment of proximty fuzes and other related
articles for rockets, bonbs and nortar shells. At that tinme, the
NBS operated one of the premer scientific research facilities in
t he governnent on this canmpus in the district of Colunbia. DOFL
consisted of a group of buildings and facilities on approxi mately
35 acres of | and.

In the fall of 1944, the Chief of Ordnance signed an
agreenent under which the NBS continued research and devel opnent
on proximty fuzes. In May 1945, The NBS broke ground for
construction of an ordnance and el ectronics | aboratory. The
program expanded to include rel ated ordnance research activities,
such as mssile devel opnent, all of which continued under the
Depart ment of Commrerce through 1953. Al though engaged in work
for the Departnment of Defense, any activities occurring on the
site prior to 27 Septenber 1953 are not covered under DERP, since
it was a Departnent of Conmmerce activity.
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Wth the transfer of the fuze and mssile programto the
Departnent of the Army, Chief of Ordnance the Cass Il activity
was renanmed D anond Ordnance Fuze Laboratories. It continued the
m ssion of providing for the research and devel opnent of fuzes
and related itenms, consulting and |iaison services, fabrication
of nodel s and prototypes, and performance of devel opnent al
testing. By 1955, the m ssion expanded to include industrial
engi neering to the conpletion of mass production itens,

i nprovenent of manufacturing processes, and sol ving probl ens of
procur enent.

I n August 1962, DOFL transferred to the newly fornmed Arny
Mat eri el Command, which redesignated it as Harry Di anond
Laboratories (HDL) on 13 Novenber 1962. The m ssion expanded to
i ncl ude research and devel opnent in technical fields such as
m crowave conponents and antennas, radi o frequency generators,
sem conduct or devices, integrated circuits, reserve batteries,
| asers, nuclear radiation effects, nmechanics and materials. Wrk
continued on prototype and experinental fuzes for rockets, bonbs,
nmortars and gui ded m ssil es.

Bet ween 1956 and 1966, HDL nade several attenpts to acquire
the facility in title fromthe Departnent of Commerce, since the
NBS pl anned a nove to Gaithersburg, Maryland. The Nati onal
Capi tol Pl anning Comm ssion denied the requests and future use of
the site. The GSA received title to the property in 1968 and
gave HDL five to ten years to relocate. Between 1973 and 1976,
HDL noved to a new | ocation in Adel phi, MD where it is presently
| ocated and known as the Arny Research Laboratory. Consequently,
GSA redevel oped the entire NBS research canmpus, including the
portions used by DOFL/HDL. The University of the District of
Col unbi a and the enbassies for Egypt and Austria currently occupy
t he FUDS.

5. PROQJIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 35 acres (approxi mtely)
For mer Use: Laboratory Facility
Present Use: Uni versity; enbassies; 6 acres
undevel oped | and
Probabl e End Use: Uni versity; enbassies
Ordnance Presence: None
Type: Not Applicabl e

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for D anond
Ordnance Fuze Laboratories was conpleted by the U S. Army Corps
of Engineers, St. Louis District, in Novenber 1997.

7. STRATEGY: RAC 5; NOFA



8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory G oup reviewed this ASR on 20 May 1998 and determ ned
that a strategy of RAC 5, NOFA applies since there is no evidence
of OE at the site (See HNC Safety Conments below). The only

evi dence of OE stored or used at the site were small |aboratory
gquantities of explosives for work with prototype and experi nent al
fuzes for a variety of nmunitions. The installation stored the
expl osives in buildings on site for use in | oading of prototypes
and for small scale tests. Al of the forner buildings,

i ncl udi ng those where expl osives were stored or used, have been
razed and the construction debris transported fromthe site.

HNC Safety Coments: Safety disagrees with the RAC score of 2
assigned to the ASR. The ASR witer wote that there is no

evi dence of OE hazard at the site. Contractors building the
University of the District of Colunbia did unearth sone
unspecified itens which were determned to be inert. Sonme
“dunps” that were found did not contain any OCE. Testing of
ordnance was acconplished at other |ocations. Except for one
smal| area, the site has been totally devel oped w thout incident
and there is no reason to be believe that OE exists on this site.
A new RAC formwith a score of 5 is attached

CWt  There is no evidence whatsoever that CAMis present at this
site.

Nat ural Resources: The only threatened species noted is the
federally endangered Hay’ s spring anphi pod (Stygobromnmus hayi)
whi ch occurs within 1.5 mles of the site. An on-site

i nspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may stil
be necessary to verify the presence, absence or |ocation of
listed species, or natural comuniti es.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR did not indicate if historical/
cultural resources were found to be present at the site. Any
intrusive neasures taken within the area will require oversight
by the State Hi storical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other
i ke organi zati ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMMVARY:  NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: NA



