RESTORATI ON | NFORMATI ON MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SI TES ( FUDS)
PRQIECT FACT SHEET

USAESCH TAG REVI EW DATE: 25 April 1996
1. SI TE NAME: Coffeyville Army Air Field
SI TE NUMBER: BO7KS018700
LOCATI ON:
CITY: Coffeyville
COUNTY: Mont gonery
STATE: Kansas
PRQIECT NUMBER: BO7KS018700
CATEGORY: OE/ CVWM
| NPR RAC: 2
ASR RAC: 2 ( NOFA)
2. PQOC s:

TECHNI CAL MANAGER:

GEO DI STRI CT POC:

Narme: Karl E. Bl ankinship Name: John Vento
O fice: CEHNC- CE- LA O fi ce: CEMRK- MD- H
Phone: 256-895-1548 Phone: 816-426-2671

GEO DI VI SI ON POC:

HEADQUARTERS PCC:

Name: Davi d Nusz Name: Sara Goodw n
O fice: CEVMRD-PMH O fice: CEMP- RF
Phone: 402-697- 2523 Phone: 202-761-5223

SUPPORT DI STRI CT (ASR) POC:

Name: Randal S. Curtis
O fice: CELMs-PM M
Phone: 314-331-8786

3. SI TE DESCRI PTI ON: Coffeyville Army Air Field is |ocated
approximately four mles northeast of Coffeyville, Kansas,

Mont gonmery County. The site is situated on a 145591 acre tract
of generally level land. The property is occupied by the City of
Coffeyville Municipal Airport and an industrial park. The

i ndustrial park covers the majority of what had been the base
cantonment area. There are only a few of the original facilities



whi ch remai n standi ng, nost notably the hangars, the waste water
treatnent facilities and the water tower. The industrial park
has a variety of industries. There is no residential use of the

property.

4. SITE H STORY: DOD use began in 1942 with the acquisition of
1455.91 acres for an Arny Air Field. The Arny constructed a
conplete Air Field, including runways, taxiways, parking aprons,
hangars, housing, utilities, maintenance buil dings,

adm ni stration buildings, training facilities, recreational
facilities and nunerous storage/support structures. Between 1942
and 1944 the Air Field was used for the basic, or second stage,
training of aviation cadets. Beginning in June 1944 the

m ssion changed and the Air Field was used for Photo

Reconnai ssance Training. |In 1946, the site was reported surplus
and was transferred to the City of Coffeyville.

| nvestigation of historical records and of the site
i ndi cated both chem cal warfare materials and conventi ona
weapons had been utilized at the base.

Original personnel at the site included troops of the 366th
Base Headquarters and the 820th, 821st, 822nd and 823rd School
Squadrons. These units primarily functioned as the Arny Air
Force Basic Flying School.

During July 1942, a detachnent of the 778th Chem cal Service
Conpany, Avi ation was organi zed at Coffeyville Arnmy Air Field.
This unit's mssion was to give chem cal warfare training to
personnel at the site. The detachnent of the 778th Chem cal
Conpany was inactivated on 27 October 1942 and its nenbers becane
the chem cal section of the 366th Base Headquarters and Air Base
Squadr on.

The unit functioned as both a supply depot for Chem cal
Warfare Service material and as a training departnment. During
1943, the work of the Chem cal Warfare Service at Coffeyville
fully comrenced in accordance with training directives to
organi ze a chem cal warfare school. The unit controlled the
following facilitiess a toxic gas yard; a 14' x 16' pyrotechnic
storage building; a 20" x 60" gas instruction building; and a
25" x 39' chem cal warfare warehouse.

Chem cal warfare nunitions known to have been present at
Coffeyville Arnmy Air Field included [|ive nustard used at the
mont hly Chem cal Warfare Refresher Courses; chlorine gas used in
mont hl y gas chanber exercises; M Detonating Gas ldentification
Sets used in field identification exercises; and tear gas, white
phosphorous grenades and snpbke pots used to create realistic



at nospheres during First Aid for War Gas Casual ti es Courses.

Conventional ordnance was also utilized at Coffeyville Arny
Air Field. The 852nd Ordnance Conpany, Avi ation was stationed at
the site. Mich like the 778th Chem cal Conpany, the 852nd
Ordnance Conpany was inactivated and becane the ordnance section
of the 366th Base Headquarters. The unit acted as a supply depot
for weapons and small arns ammunition used at the site. The only
docunented facility controlled by the unit was a 25 x 27" small
arnms storage buil ding.

Coffeyville Army Air Field also contained a skeet range and

arifle range. Mich of the aforenentioned small arms munitions
were used at these | ocations.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Ar ea: Coffeyville Army Air Field

Si ze Acres: 1455. 91

For mer Use: Trai ning of Aviation Cadets/Photo
Reconnai ssance Trai ni ng

Present Use: Muni ci pal Airport and

| ndustrial Park
Probabl e End Use: Same
Ordnance Presence: Potentia
Types: Live Mustard Gas, ML Detonating
Gas ldentification Sets; G enades, Photo Flash Bonbs, Fl ares,
Signals, Sinulators and Screening Snokes (WP, |ncendiary, Snoke)

6. CURRENT STATUS:. The Archives Search Report was conpl eted by
the US Arny Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District in February
1995.

7. STRATEGY:

RAC 2 due to test kits which are known to have been on site, but
no docunentation exists for whether they were used, shipped off
site, or disposed.

NOFA for conventi onal ordnance.
8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS:

The potential for CWM contam nation on site was not handl ed
appropriately in the ASR The ASR contai ns docunentation that
records the use and storage of live Miustard Gas and ML Detonati ng
Gas ldentification Sets, yet the ASR RAC gives a score of 0 in
Part 1, Section E. "Chem cal Warfare Material and Radi ol ogi cal



Weapons, § when it should be a 20. (Based on the m ssion of
Coffeyville AAF, the Aive Miustard Gas( referred to is of the
type contained in glass bottles for use in training and,
therefore, should be treated like the ID kits.) It has been the
policy of the USAESCH Center of Expertise, pertaining to the
potential presence of these ID kits, to retain the correct RAC
score and to recommend a NOFA strategy until such tine

t echnol ogi cal advances have been made to provide a nethod of
finding these sets. The TAG revised the overall RAC for this
site with a score of 2 for C\WM

The ASR cont ai ns docunentation that records the use and
storage of white phosphorus and incendiary grenades, along with
the probability of photo flash bonbs, flares, signals, and
screening snokes. \While there is the potential of these itens
havi ng been buried on site, after 50 years of extensive
excavation since the site was transferred to the City of
Coffeyville without a single report or runmor of OE/ CWM havi ng
been found, it is unlikely.

9. SCHEDULED SUMVARY:  NOFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY:  NOFA



