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1. SITE NAME: Campbell Island Target

SITE NUMBER: I04NC107400

LOCATION:
City: Wilmington
County: Brunswick
State: North Carolina

PROJECT NUMBER: I04NC107401

CATEGORY: OE

INPR RAC: 2

ASR RAC: 2

TAG RAC: 2

2. POC's:

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION:
Name: Glen McIntosh Name: Sharon Taylor
Office: CESAW-PM-C Office: CESAD-PM-M
Phone: (910) 251-4671 Phone: (404) 562-5212

ASR/INPR TEAM: HEADQUARTERS:
Name: Richard L. Pike Name: Sara Goodwin
Office: CEHNC-OE-DC Office: CEMP-RF
Phone: (256) 895-1559 Phone: (202) 761-5223

ASR SUPPORT TEAM: ASR TECHNICAL REVIEWER:
Name: R.R. Hance Name: C. Fredrick Girard
Office: CEMVS-ED-P Office: SIOAC-ESL
Phone: (314) 331-8784 Phone: (918) 420-8849

3. SITE DESCRIPTION: Campbell Island Target, also known as Big
Island, is located within the banks of the Cape Fear River and
covers approximately 203 swampy acres. This island is located
approximately 9 miles south of Wilmington, in Brunswick County,
North Carolina.
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4. SITE HISTORY: During the early 1940s, the First Air Force
Replacement Training Unit fighter squadrons, stationed at
Bluethenthal used Campbell Island for air-to-ground combat
training and requested use of the Island Range in connection with
bombardment training of the Anti-Submarine Command and the First
Bomber Command.

In July 1943, Meeting No. 314, the Interdepartmental Air Traffic
Control Board (IATCB) approved Bluethenthal Army Air Base to use
the range and established a caution area. Campbell Island is
shown as “Danger Area-Invisible Hazard” on the September 1943
aeronautical chart. In January 1944, this decision was rescinded
as the land had never been acquired by the Army Air Forces.
After the discussion and findings, it was recommended that the
approval of a danger area be rescinded and the danger area be
removed from notices to airmen and aeronautical charts. The
September 1944 aeronautical chart supports this action as the
Campbell Island area is not indicated as a danger or caution zone
on the chart.

In September 1944, Headquarters, First Air Force again requested
IATCB’s approval for Bluethenthal Army Air Base to use the range
for fighter training and establish a caution area over Campbell
Island Range. The low altitude bombing practice did not require
a danger area as the pilots were able to observe the presence or
absence of other aircraft within the flight path of the bombs.
Both 1945 and 1946 aeronautical charts show Campbell Island as
“Caution Area-Visible Hazards”.

On 12 January 1945, Headquarters, Army Air Base, Bluethenthal
Field defined Campbell Island as a dive bombing range only. Both
100 pound sand filled and 3 pound miniature bombs, each
containing a small spotting charge, would be used on the range.

The 414th Fighter Group SE’s principal missions during the 1st
quarter of 1945 included ground and aerial gunnery, and dive and
skip bombing. Skip bombing started on 8 February using 100 pound
practice and 3 pound fragmentation bombs. An estimated 400,000
rounds of ammunition was loaded during the quarter and only a
small percentage was brought back. The 414th Fighter Group SE
completed a thousand bomb runs and spray missions using four
aircraft abreast. The unit history for this period does not
state the actual location of the missions; however, it possibly
occurred at Campbell Island, considering the 12 January 1945
correspondence that designated the area as a dive bomb range for
100 pound and 3 pound bombs. Based on historical ordnance
manuals and references, 3 pound fragmentation bombs did not
exist. Therefore, the reference in this paragraph identifying 3
pound fragmentation bombs is believed to be 3 pound practice



3

bombs.

Correspondence, dated 19 March 1946, states the island had been
decontaminated and cleared of unexploded bombs as much as
possible; however, no date is given for the actual
decontamination. During the operation seventeen black powder
spotting charges were located and disposed, and the
decontamination team noted that 100 pound practice bombs had
buried themselves deeply into the mud without exploding.
Considering the length of time the bombs had been buried, it was
assumed that salt water had inactivated the black powder spotting
charges contained in such bombs.

In the summer of 1950, efforts were made to inspect Campbell
Island but were unsuccessful due to heavy underbrush and insects.
On 21 January 1954, another inspection was again hampered by
heavy undergrowth of seaweed, eight to ten feet of joint grass, a
blanket of dead grass, and driftwood allowing only a small
portion of the surface to be inspected. The team found evidence
of air to ground incendiary AN-M-67 bombs and container tubes for
M-4-2A2 hand grenades. Information from local residents
indicated practice M-38-A2 bombs had also been dropped on the
island. Due to the explosives found it was recommended that all
undergrowth, seaweed, debris, etc., be burned and a complete
inspection of the island be made to destroy all unexploded bombs
and munitions.

The certificate of clearance, dated 21 February 1957, states:
Campbell Island or Big Island located within the banks of the
Cape Fear River, nine miles south of Wilmington, North Carolina,
has been given a careful visual search and has been cleared of
all dangerous and/or explosive materials reasonably possible to
detect. It is recommended that the land may be used for any
purpose for which it is best suited.

5. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Entire Site: Size, Acres: Approximately 203
Former Use: Practice Bombing Range
Present Use: Uninhabited island
Probable End Use: Same as above
Ordnance Presence: Confirmed

Type: Practice Bombs and
Spotting Charges,
Incendiary Bombs

6. CURRENT STATUS: The Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Campbell Island Target was completed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, St. Louis District, in January, 1999.
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7. STRATEGY: Entire Site: EE/CA
 
8. ISSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) met and discussed this ASR on 27 April 1999
and determined an EE/CA for this site as practice and incendiary
bombs were encountered by clean-ups crews in 1946. A Certificate
of Clearance dated February 1957, states that the land had been
inspected and cleared of all dangerous and/or explosive
materials. Also current usage of the acreage which may be
accessible (Hard Ground Land) remains very limited.

There are known Federally-and State-listed species occurring in
the site area. An on-site inspection by appropriate State and
Federal personnel may be necessary to verify the presence,
absence or location of listed species, or natural communities.

9. SCHEDULE SUMMARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDING/BUDGET SUMMARY: For Official Use Only
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